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Section | [dioms lnvolving

Animals

5 - = HYIRLE

have ants in one’s pants ‘
. be.very nervous, restless or excited ZHEE: ¥ TH
HIrZ B, WEBARE, mAHHE
e.g. He has had ants in his pants all week waiting for
the exam results. fhEEB— B4 BMNA T, SFES
HER,
[RB4&ERA) have ants in one’s skirt (W ZEEF WL LT
) '
[EIXEiIB]Y be like a cat on hot bricks;
be/sit on thorns
an ass in a lion’s skin
a coward who hectors; a fool who apes a wise man
ik BEWENYT, WEAHLRRER, BRRENR
K BN, ERREK, WERER
€.8. That man is an ass in a lioa’s skin, he would
never have the courage to stand up for any cause. I
NBEAPRIE TN, 40 345 5 SN AR A 35l 4t Sk

N

4o
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LRGBS 5N a woll in sheep’s clothing B3 % 4
ass about with sth,

meddle with sthy play stupidly with sth. BFELIEF; HBE

e.8. Don’t ass about with the TV set. You’ll break it.
AEFFH AN REFHEEWN,

[BERAE\E] fool/monkey around/about with sth,

better be the head of an ass than the tail of a horse

better hold a high position at a low level than a low

position at a high level H#¥: THIP L, AHGEs &

THUMEBRAES, REOUHBER/PMERE; THREO, B

AHJE

e.g. You should be glad that they have thrown Yyou
out of the first team and made you captain of the
second. Better be the head of an ass than the tail of
a horse. RNV AR, WK AR, HKREE
ERNAR, “THNO, HRERY W

[5kR]) better be the head of a dog than the

tail of a lion
IR X RIE] better to reign in hell than serve in heaven
make an ass of oneself

make oneself appear foolish or ridiculous so that one

is laughed at WEiE, MM, REANMNHH

e. g He was not used to public speaking and made a
complete ass of himself. MR RIEKEE I & Z
&, HRTHH.

[EAXRiEY make a fool/monkey of oneself;
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make an exhibition of oneself
[REH T Y make an ass/a fool/a monkey of sb. B
EAN, ERAZH S
as blind as a bat
having very poor eyesights not being able to see or -
perceive sth. that is obvious to others FH KB : R4WE
—HERERE, BB HRE, HHREAREE
e.g. Without my glasses I’'m as blind as a bat. AW R
ERMA A WEAR.
have/with bats in the beifry
have strange ideas, be slightly mad 7~ o] 35 /i 8 % 1K
“BPIREA U ZIRE” , SXERTEERETESX, 2R
RIF, PP
e.g. When he talked about going to the moon he was
thought to have bats in his belfry. bRt B B K 17
B, ANMIAKBRERTF, WiHENE.
like a bat out of hell
quicklys at top speed BEE KH; MEhHR
¢.g. The train went like a bat out of hell towards the
city. BRF) K% B B e B R
[EXEiE] like a bullet out of a gun;
like a shot
_a bear garden
a place or gathering where there is noise and unruly
or coarse behaviour AHHEREN “HHMERE" , WREY
R RGN, RVVPEE, RERFHREE
e.g. Go on with your work. Remember, this is a claoss-
3



room, not a bear garden. HEEBIINM, o, XM
i, FRERBY,
be like a bear with a sore head

be very bad-tempered, angry BHik: RLWER EEK

N8 MERLIL, RBWH .

e.g. What’s wrong with you today? You ate just like a
bear with a sore head. WA XRELM? FHHSERR
B

[EIXAEY be as cross as two sticks;

be as cross as a bear with a sore head
loaded for bear

ready for action; prepared and eager T A%, BRIRE

®

e.g. The football team arrived on Friday, loaded for
bear. RERINTREMEIE, —PNEARE.

beauty and the beast ,

{he union of sb. who is beautiful with sb. who is

ugly or in some way repellent EAMANBEERGEE,

s rE 3 b

¢.g. When she married a man old enough to be her
grandfather, everyone behaved as if it were beauty
and the beast. SILBA— R BHTLUY E SHLIHE
AiE, AT RE LR 428 b

make a beast of oneself

cat or drink greedily beast BHBXBRHEN A,

BRSO, R

e.g. The man made a beast of himself and left nothing
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for his companions. BFIKBHEME, “’Ziﬁ“ﬁ;‘i’:, By
HOMKHEE T —RIEW,
as busy as a bee
very busy and occupied, esp. in a pleasurable or
satisfying way Bk, REME—HFTE, WILEZDE
e. 8. Whenever they have guests for dinner, she is as
busy as a bee all day long. BHRMIIEBEER, Ik
HEBRILADE,
be the bee’s knees
be, in sb.’s estimation, just what is wanted; be the
best person, thing, idea, etc. NAEFER“EBRARES",
HIEMSE “BRFL” , “ERTH” s “THREMA
By’ , “GUPRNER” F%
e.8. He thinks he is the bee’s knees around here, but
I don’t share his opinion. fBI\NH BAEX —HHH L
REB A, TRIEAERMEMA,
have a bee in one’s honnet/head
be concerned or think about only one idea FEE¥ETH
BER ‘BTERERER” , RESXRF -HHEEL
EEERE, AR ' :

e.8. Since he became treasurer of the club he has had
a bee in his bonnet about economy. fHIHAL{R R FHE]
LR, —HEZBEMEE, SRR,

[ F{#mXY have one’s head full of bees

make a bee-line for

go quickly or by the shortest way towards EH ¥,

ngk, BHER



e.g As soon as I got to the school, 1 made a bee-line
for the reading-room. B—P¥K, REHF N K K
=,

bird’s-eye view

a view from the air; general survey of a subject 5§

W, R REN

e.g You get a good bird’s-eye view of the town from the
top of the church tower. H#RNBEEHIETERTLL M B
Bio

bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

a thing which is certain is worth more than a risk

which might be profitable E#%: WEEWKA WM—% &

F, HERZBANRZAE

e.g. If you invest this money you might make a fortunes
but a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. M
BRRXEEEERE, BWFLEEFES HERS
BAMBEHE,

bird of passage

a person who does not stay long in one place B Y8

o, SRBARE. WERRBA, BT

e.g. He was a bird of passage until he married and
bought a hoise. ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%T&%Zﬁﬁ—‘Eﬂﬁ%
K, [THEAE.

little bird told/whispered me

I have been told, I have heard RA[HFEFE K “— R

MEERRY, REFXR “AARTRRE , BEER

WAEVRE, ‘R AEATF
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e.g. A little bird told me your wife is expecting a baby.
R RAET AT,
a lone bird/wolf
sb. who lives, works, as far as possible, with-
out the social support of others; sb. of solitary ha-
bits BHRE: MEEAN
¢.8. He is in some ways a lone bird but he cannot be
called lonely. FERFRE LARANTME A, Bib3F
R, |
an early bird
sb. who gets out of bed early in the morning or
does sth. earlier than most other people Rig#,HB%
AEERA
e.g. I expect several early birds will be in soon. BRE
@ﬁJM‘iEEﬁE@)\Z@\ﬁA@B&
an odd bird/fisk
a person whom others find hard to understand or
tolerate HIRM A, HELIMLHA
e.g. He was an odd bird. I only saw him about a half
dozen times. ﬁﬁ%’“ﬁ‘%ﬂ@ko BRARRBEMENK,
a rare bird
sb. /sth. of a kind seldom seen or met w1th HIENE
A EREYE
e.g. Suits are rare birds and suddenly look very attra-
ctive. ERBFER , RREBAEEIIARE,
as free as a bird/the air
without ties, duties, obligations B HEH#, XELE
) 7



e.g I have a huge old garden where he can be as free

as a bird. BE—ANEHBWKREE, ZETILMAT LR
5—HEHMBE, BRALR,
be for the birds

be worthless; be fit only for people who are easily

deceived or misled RUTHER “HTHEK” , HUFNE

ZME, MWREBER, LEFRR

e.g. I think History is for the birds. RIEBF LIRHBR

Fok o
birds of a/one/the same feather flock together

people of similar tastes, characters etc. seek each

other’s company Hi¥%: ARENBNIYIILBELE—RE, WY

PARE, ALI#S

e.g. You say his wife is also a poet? Well, birds of a

jeather flock together. HRiLMBFETF MR #F A2 WG, fib
MEEE—-BHEE-ET!

[RiEMmR) birds of a/one/the same feather #HFKH
WA, —EZ% birds of a different feather ;fF
REW A

do bird/porridge
serve a prison sentence A%, R
¢.g The boy had done bird before his 27th birthday.
RABE_+ LS ERM—BHEMRM.
eat like a bird

cat very little, have little appetite BN, BHKF

i

e.g. She eats like a bird and is very thin. wmERB
8



by KBRER. : ;

(R HE]Y ecat like a horse ff & kim4; - be as
hungry as a hunter f8XEER-( RIBEDEHBHRD K
)

fine feathers make fine birds

smart clothing makes a person look more impressive

than he really is Eif: ZWMMPEITHHERGE L,

W OChESE, AERE, ‘ABERKEDEYR” (HAT

PO '

e.g. When Mary came down dressed for the dance her
father said, “Fine feothers make fine birds. ¥ 3 Hi
THET TERSMES, BIEHE. “ERAEKERED
g 7

[EXHIE]Y clothes make the man; the tailor makes
the man

[EXRiE])Y fine feathers do not make fine birds;
clothes do not make the man AT Li & ¥ B A
beauty is but/only skin deep AART4RAH

give sb. the bird

hiss or boo at sb. KT&?%%J& “REEH RN,

EERBREERZEH, BERIBERA

e.g. When he forgot his lines the audience gave him
the bird. WBIE &, WA MMEER, -

kill two birds with one stone

achieve two aims at once —A 28, —%HiE, —%H N

Bt :

€-8 I killed ywo birds with one stone by going to the

9



bank on my way to the shops. RIEITIE B LW b
THfr, X—-BMTEE—FWE,
the early bird catches/gets the worm
a person who rises earlier in the morning or acts
more promptly than others has the best chance of
succeeding BLFF: WEINE LA R, W REE, KT
FHRER
e.g. Go down to the shop as early as you cans because
it’s the early bird that catches the worm. R B
mEFE, BAREATHULREFRA,
[EX i) first come, first served
a big bug
an important person E#;, KRH, WEAN, KAY, &
HRAREL)
e.g. The Mayor and some other big bugs will be here
this week. T JUALEE AN T4 SR SR 2 o
a bmg in one’s ear
a hints secret information given to sb. ¥, BEHR
myh, VARER, RTTHRES
e.g. I saw Mary at the jeweler’s admiring the dia—
mond piny I'1l put a bug in Henry's ear. HE W
TR EE B A S BALH, REBALTHEREFH.
as snug as a bug in a rug
very comfortable ¥ 2 EEREMN SRR S,
Wik S, WA%H, BHAL
e.g. There is a nice little cottage for him whott he
retires. He’ll be as snug as a bug in a rug there. 4
10



BIRESERE— }ﬁﬁl’iﬁqu‘ﬁ‘g @%&%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ
HEWE,
a cock and ball story
a long-winded and comphcated story Xﬂﬁiﬁf?ﬁiﬁ}iﬁ
“AMAMAEIHE? B XERKERE, FELH,
T2 S
e.g. He admitted that he had invented '@ cock and bull
- story. MR INH THENRIELE LB LR,
like a baull at a gate
in a headlong, vigorous or aggressive wayj -without
care, finesse or tact B ¥ %)\DLB@"‘*, iy 1 R 8K
¥, NBEK ;
e.g. He barged past me like a bull at o gate. fbRXI1% 3
V&2 L2 cv '
[R&ER] like a bult at a five-barred gate
like a ball in a china shop .
in a very clumsy, rough way Hi¥: REHFBMWEHL
g, MiIThENAE, FER
e.g. The workman stamped around the kitchen like a
bull in"a ching ‘shop. ML ABREMAERER B E X E
like a red rag to a ball
a cause of anger FHEME. %X}‘/\%ﬁlsbmd\ftm, i
S HHBRWER :
e.g. To a bank manager, carelessness in money matters is
fike a red rag to ¢ bull. M&EE _ERE R & 8
FEBEBRANE, |
11



