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I 1912-1934 Hometown and University Education

1 Zhang Yuquan was born in 1912 at Rongcheng County in Sichuan
Province, which is well known in Chinese history for its ancient poets
and men of letters.

2 Her parents died in early years and she left Sichuan for study in
university under the support of her elder brothers.

3 The outstanding professors and brotherly classmates in the De-
partment of Architecture of Central University in Nanjing helped her
professional success in later years.

4 She was active both in classroom and sporting events.

She studied hard not only theoretically but practically and lived a simple
and frugal life at school.

II 1934-1942 Success by Starting Professional Architectural Career with
Her Husband

5 Married with her university classmate Fei Kang soon after
graduation, she looked forward to a bright future.

6 The war against Japanese aggression began in 1937 and the couple
devoted themselves to teaching national defense engineering, believ-
ing that education should be a priority for China to win the war.

7 The war detained them in Shanghai. Unable to return home in the
interior, they had to make a living in this metropolis.

8 The couple were the archaeology consuitants in the film “Confucius”,
which was directed by Fei Mu,a poetic director who was her husdand’s
elder brother.

9 Their first success as architects was the designing of “Pu Yuan”in
1941, a housing estate of 12 Spanish-style buildings, which is now
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under the protection of the municipal government as Shanghai’ s his-
torical building since 1999.

10 A sudden and violent thunderboit took place in her life. Her be-
loved husband died in three days after infection by diphtheria due to a
mistaken operation on trachea. She was then at the age of 30.

I 1942-1949 Running Private Architecture Office Independently

after Losing Husband

11 She, a widow, continued her career as an architect, heading inde-
pendently the Good Earth Architecture Office in Shanghai. She had to
work hard and live a difficult and occupied life to bring up her 7-year-
old son and 4-year-old daughter.

12 She made friends with poets, writers and artists to learn more
about ancient Chinese literature and traditional painting.

13 Her joyful reunion with brothers from the interior and she recov-
ered from poor health condition arising from heavy work when Shang-
hai was liberated in 1949.

IV 1949-1976 Playing Active Role in New China’s Industrial Con-

struction

14 Closing her private business, the Good Earth Architecture Office,
she joined the state-owned East China Architecture Design Institute in
Shanghai and then moved to Beijing to work as senior engineer in the
1st Design Institute of The Ministry of Machinery Industries.

18 Working whole'-heartedly for the reconstruction of new China, she
took part in designing industrial buildings and housing projects.

V 1976-2004 Peaceful life as Poet and Artist after Retirement
18 As a council member of The Architectural Society of China,she



b

s

163

178

185

190

202

210

225

231
235
236
240

Pl 15t 012 / 013

took active part in this organization even after her retirement in
1976.

17 She lived a simple life with satisfaction to spend remaining
years.

18 Writing poems and painting Chinese traditional pictures,
she entitled the collection of her lifetime poems and paintings in
a book Proud Flower Braving Relentless Frost

19 Overcoming difficulties of old age, she traveled many sce-
nic spots and cities home and abroad.

20 She cherished memory of Fei Yimin, elder brother of her
husband who was a famous journalist in HongKong, when
HongKong returned to the motherland in 1997.

21 As the first generation of Chinese woman architect,she
enjoyed the happy life in her late years.In 2001,she celebrated
her 90th birthday with her four-generation family.

VI Memorial After 2004
22 She passed away at age of 93 in 2004,but her memory lives
forever in many people’s heart.

Appendix

Architecture Photo Collection by Zhang Yuquan and Fei Kang
in 1933

Chronological Life of Zhang Yuquan

List of Zhang Yuquan’s Works

Postscript
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