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PREFACE

iy

First of all, I'd like to congratulate on the successful conclusion of the campaign collecting
“Plans on Beijing Olympic Park Facilities and City Sculptures”, and wish “the Symposium on

Olympic Culture and Public Art” a great success.

Two seemingly different concepts though, Olympic culture and public art are closely
connected with each other. According to Pierre de Coubertin, “Father of Modern Olympic Games”,
the Olympic Games is more than strengthening the sinews; it also involves intelligence and art. The
Olympiad Charter rules that the Olympic Committee is required to arrange for cultural activities
which represent commonness and diversity of human culture, and will last at least during the period
when the Olympic Village is open to the public. Therefore, more than athletics merely demanding
physical skills and stamina, modern Olympic Games have for long developed into a big cultural and
art feast for human beings. The Olympic Games make good opportunities for people of different
races or nationalities to have cultural exchanges. Every host city can demonstrate the diversified
regional cultures and record impressive athletic moments through public art. In such a way, the

Olympic spirit and its culture will be passed down to coming generations.

Actually, public art was already used to express the Olympic spirit ever since the advent of
the Olympic Games. The Olympiad originated from the sacrificial activities in ancient Greece,
where people would gather in front of the altar during rituals to have athletic and art performances,
showing physical fitness and internal beauty. As time went on, this sacrificial practice grew to be a
sports meeting, and the ancient Greeks who were feverish sports lovers liked to honor the winners
by setting up sculptures. Modern Olympic Games followed this practice, and a certain number of

sculptures were usually created during the Olympics in every host country, lending the games more



of an artistic and cultural flavor. Public art which focuses on sculptures has naturally turned into a special carrier that plays the most important role in

converting Olympic culture into social influence.

It was a common practice for every host city of the recent Olympic Games to employ public art to demonstrate Olympic culture and its own
regional culture. China should learn from their experience. Beijing will host the Olympic Games for the first time in China’s history. The Games will
bring about not only opportunities but challenges. Beijing is a green hand in terms of preparing for the Olympic Games, and she has no other choice

but to make painstaking efforts to find and solve problems during the process of making her own way.

Beijing Municipal Commission of Urban Planning has done a lot to promote Olympic culture and public art. It launched a worldwide campaign
to collect “Plans on Beijing Olympic Park Facilities and City Sculptures”. Shortly after, it organized an exhibition on the collection campaign, themed
on “Olympic Culture and Public Art”. Two symposiums were held, where experts on public art at home and abroad had face-to-face discussions and
gave valuable suggestions to Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. And now, the committee makes efforts to have these academic papers collected into one
volume and published in order to direct the practice of public art in China. This collection of papers will be of high value either for Beijing Olympic
Park Sight Planning or for the public art research. The theories in this collection will shed light on public art, and will play an important role in

promoting the academic exchanges in the public art community and quickening its development in China.

P | &

Professor with Department of Fine Art in Tsinghua University
Vice Chairman of Beijing Artists Association / 'f_

President of the Public Art Committee under Beijing Artists Association
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Taking Olympics as an opportunity to promote the development

of the urban public art

It has proved to be a rare opportunity for any city to host the Olympic Games. Almost all the
cities that once hosted the Olympic Games have gained lots of benefits either in terms of economic
growth, cultural flourish, or social stability. What is most worth noting is that the Olympic Games
is capable of bettering the host city’s image, strengthening its international status, and enhancing its

comprehensive competitiveness.

It’s common practice for the host cities to develop public art amidst the Olympic Games. As far
as the Olympic public art is concerned, some cities incorporated new Olympic ideas into their own
traditional culture to create new public art works; some cities adopted brand-new modern philosophy
to build a new city image by developing new public art works or rebuilding the old ones; some
cities constructed sculpture parks amidst or after the Olympic Games to form a group of public art
sights that are full of cultural, artistic, and entertaining flavors, and might evolve into a global tourist
destination. Public art plays an indispensable role in demonstrating the culture of the Olympic host

city. We should learn from the cities that have done a good job in public art.



As urban public art appeared much later in China than the Western countries, the corresponding regulation system in China is far from mature
and there’s much room for improvement. The urban planning administration and artists are both concerned about the development of urban public
art. The 29th Olympic Games will bring about good opportunities for China’s economic and social development, and it will also be beneficial to
the urban public art. The urban planning administration and artists in China should take advantage of this rare opportunity to create more wonderful
art works and make the Olympic sights all the more harmonious and exquisite. They should do more research on Olympic culture and traditional
Chinese culture and develop new patterns of Olympic public art and urban public art. Starting from the Olympic public art, the academic circle
should do more research on the urban public art and produce theoretical foundation for its further development. This is the due responsibility of both

urban planning administrators and artists, and it’s also necessary for a city’s development.

“Theses on Public Art for Beijing Olympic Games” includes the newest research achievements of public art experts and the feelings of artists
during the process of creating works. This collection not only lays a solid foundation for further academic exchanges and policy research, but also
provides a theoretical foundation for the development of Olympic public art and the urban public art. It’ll do good to the creating of art works. We
firmly believe that the publication of “Theses on Public Art for Beijing Olympic Games” will play an important role in promoting the development of

the urban public art in China.

Beijing Municipal Commission of Urban Planning

11



g

12

CLWLia Bl HiEah b sl st e

—— LRI Z 2 R A SR Wi S 5 AL SR & RS

YERBMA RS WA NS HHEAT. TK, REATAALH RN TSI

ER2001E Ry HARELY, LERFENEH, EXEHRES, £
WRNERKN, ERANOTR, HETIEE AN L RINEfRE, Ed A
Rizd, TURHFMEEFHLOHLE, XUHER, BRTELTFHNRA, #
sy IR TR R R, BRERTRART AL LA,

REoxtwmA g, EERNFRZ B E LTI, K19984 4%
REWARBLFHES, BEYARE, FHRE, ARTHAARRTEWET
BEAR, WATHREENEEAE, ZAXNEFHES, LXHFTHERE, &
HERA, K KPR RE, HRANATRAZHZN, XRTRRBRERT



T HABRRERUERR TS~ 104 M, 200150 WK G, LETELEMARREREGWAER, 20014, 20024 5 pk
TEAEE TR #Ek, AR, FERAWBRATH, FMARSREEFEHER, 20066607170, 20085 HELE
Yite "SR MEMHAE, REFREHERRNEMREREET ZRPERN B,

R, RNHRTREEAALARESCATHR AT . WRMEANET, EREFHAFELLALH, BRTHLE
AEFREL=ZANE, HHFHE, REXERBEMZEZRN &, EHFN B, RTEBBERME, ARGILFH
RBARA, AREXENE, RTFTERE, TREABFEABREEFARELE, RTGHRAEENE, £5HK
BB, ol BAWEER, RTAREMDAE. REXRA—CHEEW, LRWHRTREREZLANANMNLKEN&, E
REFZ=ANKBEN B, ZLE, CXHTRRXBLEEE R, AXKMEKRLE, AELTHNIEHRAELLBOTH,
EEBEEAERFRALNE, EUNFRELSEH. ASERATEARARIARSMAR, ZERTEEZTHERT
FAWES, RTERAGRE, FAFAE, RAREE, EXARTURY, KAFANZIIRAFLARYXE, AR
B, AEHXMHE. ZAYE, REAMBRTHER, RTSANRER, BHRELHEAE, ALIXBEAN T HELEE
. 20054, LR EAARNCEMRT TR T ARG R F B, RERBAYGEE. RTWLRY 0, AERKHZM
Lo REBUEE LWAE., B&, ARG BEUZRTHENL, KAMLIMEZEFH, AREW., TEMATHE, K
NXEIREZHHMUE, AERE-—TRHRERITFEN. MTWKXBRFEARTET, FEHRTERARRER XA E
FERGME, RTEATUERIWARET LH AT, LEARHET LHAT, LXAEZK, X, KRUEFRTHEHS

13



14

BHERENBRG W ER L, RET "REefa, BERE, AXRE" HRED
T REZEREARES, ARARTHERLES . IREKREMAKTLAREL
ERTEAAATLARMREER ERFAR, RELHRMRETI ML, £
7 4F Bt 1B P B4 A0 B R T IR SR W B — MR K, PRI o R R O AR AT
A,

ATRTRERN, $BNETLEE, MENE L2 X, HXERE AR
XA — AN HR A R IR R A TR RAERTES, AT RRRAER
kAW, F—RARXHE—NES, RALRE-—MIE, BAREENEX, #
PAREARRGERMNETXIAMNE, AFEHETRENFTR, REFTHEET XK
EE, AEMGTELTTAAXE, ERMNETHE., RBLR-MRAEANS
Ee, RRAEWLTHESRSY, —HPERRERKLTARE, RiEQHEHLF
SERZHEMAMBERE, ARE2HE, —HPEZLFFMRME, ZRER



TAFdEEEE, ALAORTAY, XELGELTHHRX, HREKZRKIFI000Z FRW E, 8005 FEME WML
WK, BRRLZFHKE, ATHABLLEFERT . WBRHEA-—EATEXAETR, HRAEREALE, #fath
Z, MEREAILTAFME, K2005F T4, LT RIT “20083R g Hip AAE" , Xt —Sefri fu 3t = |8 o R #EAT
¥ip, EXFE, LRTHANEZER2LAEZHR, @FKZM. HRE, TRH. BEEHRRAXRRREF R, FE#®
BYHRELRRESWHIE, TH., ThE, RERFTRTRRE, BRETAREE, ik T %R UM bl oy % 6
RN, WATHEFLZEFHAALLRARTH G IH,

SRMBTAL, AXARSEFALRE, FERRABENEAXERY. AABER ARG T REXTHEE, RN
REIECLKFHZTETRERRIELELR, RMNEALERAFXEFR, T—F, LrORwTAFEE R Z MK A
NEGAR PR, HRARATERARRE AL AKX, £—&t. £—BR, £, ANAFABEHLRE, £EX
FH, BHREAEZRRUERXFARBPRRS S, 2EATEETURNES R,

LRI REAE, e, HitetF, EEBEHIFORT AR R R LR

15



ICATI

16

Take Advantage of the Olympic Games
To Promote the Construction of City Landscapes in Beijing

Address by Huang Yan,
vice director of Beijing Municipal Commission of Urban Planning

at the Symposium on Olympic Culture and Public Art

First, I'd like to thank all the leaders and experts present here for your continuous support!

Beijing won the bid for the 2008 Olympic Games in 2001. It is not only a great opportunity but
also a great challenge for Beijing, as well as for China as a whole, to play host to the 2008 Olympics.
With this precious opportunity, Beijing is able to accelerate her economic and social development,
promote her cultural prosperity, and enhance her competitivity among cities. On the whole, the
opportunities brought by the Olympics will contribute to the overall development of Beijing. As a result,

the construction of city landscape and urban public art in Beijing will also benefit.



