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Preface

May 2006, Chinese National Language
Commission released Linguistic Life Situ-
ation Report of China. According to a statis-
tics in the report, the 581 Chinese characters
used most frequently can cover with 80%
characters on newspapers, the Internet, radio
and TV programs. In order to help non-na-
tive Chinese speakers to learn these 581
characters, by the great help of the Office of
Chinese Language Council International, we
have tried to compile this dictionary, which
will be accompanied with a pronunciation
CD.

Though for all our efforts, there may be
some flaws in this dictionary. You are wel-
come with any advices for us to revise it.

These are the compilers, Wang Hongshuo,
Zheng Weizhong, Huarg Fuxiong, Gao
Quanjun. Nan Baoshun, Fang Ming and
Zhang Xiafang do me some great favors.

Wang Yongqiang
June, 2006
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Guide to using the dictionary

Entries: 581 Chinese characters are arran-
ged in alphabetical of pinyin romanization
(i.e. hanyu pinyin). Polyphone characters
have different entries. There are 621 entries
totally.

Phonetic notation: Pinyin as the phonetic
notation is used for entries and the examples
of use, including words, phrases and senten-
ces.

Interpretation: interpreting the common
meaning & usage in simple English.

Example of use: Trying to use spoken
Chinese & household Chinese; 93% charac-
ters in examples of use are included in 581
Chinese characters used most frequently;
English version for the examples of use is
provided.

Appendix; Including Aanyu pinyin sche-
me.
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» prefix used before a pet name,a surname,ect.
8 méishi gé k& ai de nd hai
M £ RATRH KM
A Mei is a pretty girl.
» used for transliterating
a 1a s ga
T 33 A7 An
Alask
G @ s jid shiméigud de yi gé zhdu
it Z 2 G- NN,
Alask is a state of USA.
» have deep affection for
e Gl td dishdng le Wwé si
WE/ME LT ¥,
love/He fell in love with Rose.
» like; be fond of
wd ai kan didn ying
AEA Y.
[ like watching movies.
» be apt to
td &i shéng ai
L e R
She is apt to lose her temper.
» install; fix
anzhudng ta xin an le yi bu dian hud
T K [Me¥HaT —3w g,
install; fix/He had a new telephone installed.
» peaceful, quiet; calm
td you cdicin bo ﬁ.n

WA s R &

He felt rather worried.
» safe; secure
anqubn pingdn  yI iU ping an
e i ol el S SR
safe/safe and sound/Have a good trip!
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» case; law case
an jon to fu z& bdn zhé ge an zi

B/ R ABIART,

law case/He is in charge of handling the law case.

s

» a plan submitted for consideration
fang an  zhé ge fang &n hénhdo
nRIEANF RS,
plan/This is a good plan.

» used for transliterating

o yun hui do di i

Bz o[ B3 A

the Olympic Games/Austria

béi ing jang j ban o yun hui
FHEHIRES,

The Olympic Games will be held in Beijing.

sme
o

ba » hope earnestly; wait anxiously
bG bu de wd bd bu de ma shang jiu zdu
P, exrf/kexrfd Lk,
earnestly wish/l'm only too anxious to go.
» abbrev. of bus
add ba xitobd dd bd ybo jinzhdn le
K/ P/ KREBHRIET,
big bus/mini-bus/The bus is reaching the stop.
» grasp, hold
ba TP o
td bd zhe wd de shdu bl fang
;}E XS EES &
He held my hand tughtly.
» guard; walich
b mén shduményuanméi ba hdomeén gid jin le
OV/F 0T R AR ], 5RET
guard a gate/The goalkeeper didn’t keep goal
well, and the ball was netted.
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» used as a classifier
yI bad mi yi bd hud er
—J K/—F L
a handful rice/a bunch of flowers

» prep. used when the object is before the verb
gng bd mén gudn shang
Hie il £k,
Close the door, please.

» hundred
yi bai bditen zhi yi wo zhiydu yi bdiméiyudn
—H/ERX—/EAH—F £ .
on¢ hundred/one percent/I have only one hun-
dred dollars.

» numerous, variety, all kinds of
b&i ké quonshll baiwén bl rd i jidn
E*‘I- {‘F-\ :P;/‘ﬁ- l’qqz:'ﬁﬂ—")rlao
encyclopaedia/lt is better to see once than to
hear a hundred times.

» priting plate; edition
chab&n zhe bén shd shi gu niGn chl bdn de

HR /XA PR £ F e,

publish/The book was published last year.
» page(of a newspaper)
tou ban xin wén  wd zai kan tou ban xin wén
KR H B R A A KR AT
front-page news/[ am reading the headlines.
» do, deal with
ban T zheéjidn shi t@ y1 gé ren it néngbdn
DB/ EXHFH— AR B,
handle/She can do it by herself.
» sef up, operate
kdibdn tabinle zi j de g vye
F /BT BT ek,

start/He set up his own business.
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» purchase; prepare
cti bon @ ban le hén dud nian hud

R TIR B F
purchase/He purchased a lot of commodities for
Spring Festival.

» half
yl bdn  bdnxigo shi

YN
one half/half an hour
zhi ybu yi bdn xué shéng kdio shi ji gé e
AHE—FF % FRXBRBET,
Only half of the students passed the test.

» in the middle; halfway

ban U w& zou ddo ban 10 tién céi lidng

FR/B AN FR XA R,

halfway/I had gone halfway when it broke.
» partly; about half
dad mén ban kdi zhe
AN FFE,
The gate was left half open.
» wrap
bdoshl xion bd 14 bdo g lai
P/ e aRK,
cover a book with paper/Wrap it up first.
» pack; package; bag
yl bdc dd mi shib&o zhe shi t& de shi bdo
— B RKR/ P /XAl H o,
a pack of rice/schoolbag/This is his schoolbag.
» undertake a task and be full responsible for it

zhé shi er bdo zdi wd shén shang

XFILEEKR Y L

I can do it all by myself.

.4.
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» hire,; charter
td men bdoché G de

AT B F R

They hired a bus to come here.
» keep, maintain; preserve
b&o chi wdmen yi zhi b&o chi lidn xi

RF/BANT—ABRBKEZ,

keep/We have been keeping in touch.
» protect; safeguard
bdo hu  wd menydo bdo hu hdo shi i
RP/ BN BHRIPFMA
protect/We should protect our eyesights.
» guarantee, ensure

bdozheng i dingytio bdo zhi bdo lidng

R/ — T BRAK F,
guarantee/Quality and quantity must be both
guaranteed.

» report

bdo gbo ni ying gdi ma shang bdo gdo
ME/MEEE B RS,

report/You should have reported it at once.

 » newspaper, periodical; bulletin

zhGubdo hd bdo  yi fen bdo
Bk /& |/ — IR
weekly/poster/a copy of newspaper
t& méi tin ddu kén bdo

. XA E R
He reads newspaper every day.

» north
b&ifdng béi téng wang béi z8u jiu ddo le
/e R/ 4 b A sk E] T
the north/north wind/Go northward and you will
be there.
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» prepare; get ready
Zhinbel  yu ber beichd  wd ybochl mén

BE/RE & F, R

prepare/get ready/Please get the car ready, |
must go out now.

nl déi shixidn zud hdo zhun bei

RREL BT A S,

You'd better get everything ready beforehand.
» quilt

bel zi 1@ mai le i tido xin béi Zi

W/ KT — KT,
quilt/She bought a new quilt.

» prep. used in a passive sentence
td bei ren dd le
AT T .
He was beaten by someone.

» book

bén zv liangbénshi t0 gé le wdhdngbénshd

AF/HAB/MEETRBH XH,

notebook/two books/He gave me two books.
» original
bén &1 wé bén hi xiCJng &

ARIBATR B K,

original; originally/l didn't want to come here
originally.

» capital; principal

IGo bén er  ni xiGn bd bén er hudn gé wo

& AU/ S de AU AE 4B &

capital/You may pay me the principal first,
» compare, contrast; compete
wo k& bi bu lido ni

KTHRT .

[ cannot compare with you.
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td menzheng bl zhe gan ne

o1 B & FR .

They are competing with each other.
» compare to; liken to

renmenbd td bi zud zhG gé lidng

AT et b ik 1E B R

People compare him to Zhuge Liang.
» prep. used to compare differences

td bi wo gbo

(IR

He is taller than me.
» certainly; necessarily; surely

wd ming tidn sdn didn qién bl dao

&P R = & AT F]

[" 1l definitely be here before 3 0’ clock tomrrow.
s must,; have to

bu bi bl bi ke qi

Y NOAYI NEAK S

not have to/Make yourself at home, please.
» side; edge; brink

héi bidn liing bidn

-

seaside/both sides

goo W Bidng bidn ydu x0 dud hud

L] LY - 44_

ERH DAFLS R,

There are many flowers on both sides of the road.
» Side; party

shudng bian hui tdn

bilateral talks

zhe bion nd bidn déu shud hao le

XA AR AT

The both sides have reached an agreement.

.?.




» suf. of a n. of locality

[ bign wdi bidn

T/ @

inside/outside

fang zi wai bidn you yi pion lin zi

s d A — h kT,
There 1s a grove outside of the house.
- » arrange; organize
blqn I0 shi bd  xué shéng bidn chéng te wi 20
2y AR F A B KTEA,
The teacher divided the students into 5 groups.
» edit; compile.; write
bicnbdo zhl wdmenbidn le  yi bénjido ké shi
B WA/ KA BT —AKHAH
edit a newspaper/We compiled a textbook.
» fabricate; concoct; make up
biGin zbho 1@ jiu &i bidn xi@ hud
i (ML E % S
fabricate/He is aways apt to tell a fib.
T » change, become different; alter
I? n ging kudng bidn le td bidin de sul hé le
3'"{ R ETJRERZEFT,

The situation has changed./He's got amiable.

- » mark, sign
bigo " E o
- shdng bido nd er ydu gé 10 bido
y T T R Sk

trade mark/There is a road sign over there.
» put a mark, tag or label on
bido jid  td zdi shi shang bido le gé ji hdo

MM/ EE E FRTAEF,

marked price/He made a mark on his book.
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