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Preface to the Chinese Edition

David M. Buss

It is an honor and a privilege to write a new preface for the Chinese edition of Evo-
lutionary Psychology: the New Science of the Mind. China has played special place in
my own theorizing and research, starting with the first large-scale empirical study I con-
ducted (Buss, 1989). This was the study of mate preferences—the qualities that men
and women most desire in a marriage partner. That study contained 37 cultures from
around the world, and a total of 10,047 participants. I was fortunate to obtain samples
from four locations within mainland China and one sample from Taiwan ( Republic of
China).

The findings from the Chinese samples proved fascinating. One of the most inter-
esting findings centered on the value Chinese participants placed on chastity ( virginity)
in a marriage partner. The value placed on chastity turned out to be the most highly var-
iable value across cultures. The low end was anchored by Swedish participants, who
placed virtually no value on chastity, rating it as “irrelevant” in selecting a marriage
partner. The high end was anchored by Chinese participants, who rated chastity as
“indispensable” in a marriage partner. Thus, the findings from China proved pivotal in
alerting me to the critical importance of cross-cultural variability in the realm of human
mating. Since then, my colleagues and I have devoted much effort to understanding cul-
tural differences in mating ( Gangestad and Buss, 1993 ; Gangestad, Haselton, & Buss,
in press) , which are as important as understanding the human universals in mating.

It is my sincere hope that the publication of the Chinese edition of Ewvolutionary
Psychology will have an influence on thinking and teaching about psychology in China.

The framework of evolutionary psychology truly provides the overarching framework for
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understanding all of the different branches of psychology. It provides a critical lens
through which to view psychology, an approach to exploring the mechanisms of the
human mind. It is also my hope that this book will influence psychological researchers
in China. Chinese psychologists can play a eritical role in conducting empirical studies
from an evolutionary perspective, and thus make important contributions to the new sci-
ence of the mind. These studies will be crucial for understanding both the universalities
of human nature, as well as the ways in which cultures differ in their underlying psy-
chology. Indeed, I hope that Chinese scientists will be motivated to contact me and my
evolutionary psychology colleagues for potential research collaborations. It would be
most rewarding to be able to include, in the next edition of Evolutionary Psychology,
coverage of new empirical work from Chinese scientists.

It is a tremendously exciting time to be working in the field of evolutionary psychol-
ogy today because new discoveries are being made at a rapid rate. 1 hope that Chinese
students will sense this excitement, understand the importance of evolutionary psychol-

ogy, and for some, become motivated to become evolutionary psychologists themselves.
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