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Part One English Literature
FE—sr  REDCF

An Introduction to Old
and Medieval English Literature

EER P 2R E R
(450 ~ 1066)

— . Definitions of Literary Terms

(BARREXERIE)

. Couplet X} A](¥a P 1T R EIAH B 1))
A couplet is two consecutive lines of poetry that rhyme. The
couplet composed of two iambic pentameter lines (F. 35 #1$7#%
#47)—more commonly known as the heroic couplet (FHEfH ]
##)—is the most favored form.

.Elegy Z=#k. K
A poem of mourning, usually over the death of an individual. It
may also be a lament over the passing of life and beauty or a
meditation on the nature of death. An elegy is a type of lyric poem,
usually formal in language and structure.

. Epic H¥F
An epic is a long narrative poem telling about the deeds of a great

1



hero and reflecting the values of the society from which it
originated. Many epics were drawn from an oral tradition and were
transmitted by song and recitation before they were written down.

. Exodus ( {{HEKIZY )

The second book of the Old Testament, containing an account of the
departure of the Israelites from Egypt under the leadership of Moses.

. Genesis A ( {BIH4) )

The first book of the Old Testament. It gives an account of the
Creation of the world, the Fall, the Flood, the origins of the Hebrews.

. John Dryden 2% « #83E151(1631~1700)

English poet and dramatist, also considered the father of English
literary criticism. Dryden’s career began around the time of the
Restoration (1660, T B H f¥). He became the Poet Laureate (k£
i A) in 1668.

. Homer %

Greek epic poet, probably of the 8th century BC, to whom are
ascribed the Hiad ({(tFRIE4E) yand Odyssey ({ B1#EFE)). Nothing
is known about his life, nor even of the genesis of the poems.

. Iambic pentameter T 5 3NH4& i
RFRMBEEEARHTENAR: 1) SIS TEEI TN
AR, k. IPREE -SSP EE - AREN—
EH; 2) RMHFIERE AT BB EL, BB ST
WITEARIESHE . FHLEMF Thomas Gray i) Elegy
Written in a Country Churchyard J3 %, & —4T0F:

[ A AN A N A A A
The curfew tolls the knell of parting day
R A, BEEMET, L RF 4, BEEE
| FREB M)

. Lyric 7155

A poem, usually a short one, that expresses a speaker’s personal

2



thoughts or feelings. The elegy, ode, and sonnet are all forms of the
lyric. As its Greek name indicates, a lyric was originally a poem
sung to the accompaniment of a lyre, and lyrics to this day have
retained a melodic quality.

10. Motif FfH. B3

11.

A motif generally contributes in some way to the theme of a short
story, novel, poem, or play. At times, motif is used to refer to
some commonly used plot or character type in literature. It can
also be motive, a main subject, pattern, etc. on which a work of
art is based, or from which it is developed.

New Testament (FZ141)

The part of the Bible which contains the life' and teachings of
Christ recorded by his followers, together with their own
experiences and teachings. It is the second of the two principal
divisions of the Christian Bible.

12. Old Testament {|HZ144)

The earlier and larger part of the Bible, which contains the
religious and social laws of the Hebrews, a record of their history,
their important literature, and writings of their prophets.

13. Romance W14, 1R

Any imaginative literature that is set in an idealized world and
that deals with heroic adventures aand battles between good
characters and villains or monsters. Originally, the term referred
to a medieval tale dealing with the loves and adventures of kings,
queens, knights, and ladies, and including unlikely or
supernataural happenings.

14. Verse §J3C

Form of writing arranged in lines, each containing a pattern of
accented and unaccented syllables; or group of lines forming a
unit in a rhyme scheme.



— . Examination Questions over the Years

(FERFEE)

1. Romance, which uses narrative verse or prose to tell stories of
adventures or other heroic deeds, is a popular literary form
in the medieval period. (2002 3 1 &)
A. Christian  B. knightly  C. Greek D. primitive
2. Among the great Middle English poets, Geoffrey Chaucer is
known for his production of . (2002 53 2 7#K)
A. Piers Plowman B. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
C. Confessio Amantis D. The Canterbury Tales
3. The work that presented, for the first time in English literature, a
comprehensive realistic picture of the medieval English society
and created a whole gallery of vivid characters from all walks of
life is most likely . (2001 £ 1 &)
A. William Langland’s Piers Plowman
B. Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales
C. Gower’s Confessio Amantis
D. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

SEER
BDB
= . Writers and their Works
(X fEmiA %)
John Gower Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
William Langland Piers Plowman

4



&)

Geoffrey Chaucer (“the father | The Canterbury Tales; The
of English poetry”, “the En- | Romaunt of the Rose; The Legend
glish Homer”, introduced | of Good Women

from France the rthymed stan-
zas of various types to Eng-

lish poetry)

Religious poems Genesis A; Genesis B; Exodus;
The Dream of the Rood

Secular poems The Wanderer; Deor; The Seafarer;
The Wife's Complaint

English national epic poem Beowulf

E: BRNBTEM P REER IR, ERETRRERS
AP HEER B (@& ER).



Chapter 1 The Renaissance Period
B—8 XZEMHH
(14th ~ mid-17th Century)

— . Definitions of Literary Terms

(AHRREXFAER)

.Allegory 5
A story that is told to explain or teach something, especially a long
and complicated story with an underlying meaning different from
the surface meaning of the story itself.

.Auden % (1907~1973)
English poet and a major influence on modern poetry, particularly
during the 1930s when his highly energetic, often witty verse
probed and laid bare Europe’s ailing culture in the years that were
to lead to WWIL

. Blank Verse T#J&iF
Blank verse is verse written in unrhymed iambic pentameter . It is
the verse form used in some of the greatest English poetry,
including that of William Shakespeare and John Milton.

. Catholicism K X#
The faith, doctrine, organization, and methods of the Roman
Catholic Church.

.Dante fHT (1265~1321)

6



Italy’s greatest poet, author of The Divine Comedy( {##1) ).
6. Drama %R/
It is a genre of literature, in which the words are mainly dialogue.
People talking is the basic dramatic action. Wordless activity may
interrupt the talk, but it is the context of dialogue that gives
significance to such activity.
7. Erasmus FH 1 (14667~1536)
Dutch Roman Catholic, humanist and advocate of church and
social reform.
8. Foot &4
A unit in the scansion of verse, containing in English poetry one
strong or accent. It is applied within a single line, indicating how
many meters are employed in that line.
9. Imagery E%
Comparisons, descriptions, and figures of speech that help the
mind form forceful or beautiful pictures. Poetry often contains
imagery. ‘
10. Kipling 7 MAk (1835~1936)
English writer, born in India.
11. Martin Luther 5T « B%{& (1483~1546)
German reformation leader and founder of Lutheranism. (B&/# &
X)
12. Meter ##%1F
The word is derived from the Greek word “metron,” meaning
“measure.”In English when applied to poetry, it refers to the
regular pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables. The analysis
of the meter is called scansion. (KM ESH R4y, MK
A s, s, Mgk, )
13. Montaigne %M1 (1533~1592) '
French writer, generally regarded as the inventor of modern essay,
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