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Task 2

)(ou should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Nowadays it is difficult for university graduates to find a job. Analyze the individual
and social reasons and offer some solutions.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

You should write at least 250 words.

Sample Answer

This model has been prepared as an example of a very good answer. However,
please note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

The job market for college graduates is getting tighter and tighter. According to a
survey, in 2005 only 60 percent of college graduates found jobs. Why do college
graduates find it increasingly difficult to get jobs? There are some social and personal
reasons.

One social reason is the boom of college graduates. For example, in China,
only half of high school graduates were admitted to colleges and universities in 1997,
but in 2001 two-thirds of them entered colleges. Obviously we will experience a
sharp increase vin the number of college graduates. On the other hand, the world
economy is in depression. It makes the situation of job market worse than ever.
Another reason is the some existing unreasonable policies such as sexual discrimina-
tion and residence permit restriction.

Shouid the society assume all the responsibility? Graduates themselves are also
responsible for the situation. For one thing, high technology brings many interesting
things to young people such as TV, the Internet and PC games. Some students are
indulged in these activities, totally neglecting their studies. For another, some of the
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students are also very particular about the salary and the place. Many college gradu-

ates set too high payment standard and they are reluctant to seek a job in the less
developed areas, where there are many opportunities for success and career deve-
lopment.

With the increasing college population, employment for graduates will become
more serious. In order to solve the problem, the government should encourage the
development of the economy to create more job opportunities to young people. All
the unreasonable policies should be abolished. Meanwhile, college graduates should
spend more time on their learning to improve their academic performance. They also
need to have a moderate salary requirement.
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Task 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

University graduates receive higher salaries than those who have a lower education.
Therefore , some people say such students should pay for all their tuition fees. To what
extent do you agree or disagree”?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

You should write at least 250 words.

Sample Answer

This model! has been prepared as an example of a very good answer. However.
please note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

Some people assert that government should be responsible for the full tuition of
college students because they are the cream of society and contribute much to the
society. This argument is true to some degree. Nevertheless, there are more rea-
sons why university students should support themselves for the full tuition of their ter-
tiary education.

First of all, it can ensure the quality of college education. Compared with the el-
ementary and secondary education, the college education is operating in a quite
different system, which covers a great variety of researching fields and involves nu-
merous distinguished professors and projects. In other words, it needs a great sum
of money. If this complicated system is supported by the nation without much income
from the beneficiaries (the college students) , it will exert very heavy pressure on the
country’s economy. If the government is unable to invest enough money on university
education because of the limited budget, the quality of education will be undermined.

In the second place, it is a quite fair practice. Most of the countries in the worid

6 4
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are supporting the elementary and secondary education, which is reasonable since
the citizens should be encouraged to receive basic education and which is advanta-
geous for the development of the nation. However, it is unnecessary that all the citi-

zens go to colleges. Some high school leavers give up their further study because
they have their own life aim. That is to say, going to university is a totally personal
choice. Therefore it is not unreasonable that the people who make such choice pay
for it.

From the above views, | hold the opinion that college students should pay for the
full tuition, which can both guarantee the quality of higher education and be a reason-
able practice.
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Task 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some people think that examinations have some bad effects on both students and
teachers. Some people say they do a good job in the evaluation of the students’ perform-
ance. What is your opinion?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

You should write at least 250 words.

Sample Answer 1

This model has been prepared as an example of a very good answer. However,
please note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

From elementary schools to universities, students have to take many examina-
tions. They even regard examinations as an indispensable part of their life. In most
schools and colleges, examinations are used as a chief means of deciding whether a
student succeeds or fails in a subject. However, although they do the job efficiently,
their side effects are also enormous.

Examinations are unable to evaluate one’s true ability. They can only test mem-
ory or the skill of working rapidly under pressure. Sometimes the future of a person
may be decided by a single examination. How can one do his best when he is under
the extreme pressure? In other words, it does not mean that all of those who get high
scores on examinations possess creativity in dealing with various problems. There
are many stories that examination failures turn out to be great scientists or successful
entrepreneurs.

Another effect is that examinations encourage bad study habits. Students tend to
lay emphasis on the content which will be tested. They are encouraged to memorize
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rather than to think. Moreover, examinations induce cramming during the exam

week. However after the examination, most children forget nearly all the information
and facts they stuff into their heads.

Examinations lower the standards of teaching as well. They deprive teachers of
all freedom. Since teachers themselves are often judged by examination results,
they have to train students in exam techniques instead of teaching their subjects.
Furthermore, students are required to learn only what teachers tell them.

In conclusion, even though examinations have been used in the past, they
should no ionger be used as the only means of evaluation. They cannot assess a
student's performance in learning and they also have negative impacts on both
students and teachers.
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Sample Answer 2

This model has been prepared as an example of a very good answer. However,
please note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

In the long history of human education, great changes have taken place in every
field of study. However testing a person by examinations is still regarded as the only
reliable and feasible method to measure one’s knowledge and ability. From elemen-
tary schools to universities, students have to take many examinations. They even re-
gard examinations as an indispensable part of their life.

Some people hold that examinations have negative impacts on both students and
teachers. First of all, examinations are unable to evaluate one’s true ability. They
can only test memory or the skill of working rapidly under pressure. Secondly, exam-
inations encourage bad study habits. Students tend to lay emphasis on what will be
tested. They are encouraged to memorize rather than to think. Finally, examinations
lower the standards of teaching. Teachers have to train students in exam techniques
instead of teaching their subjects.

Many other people, however, believe examinations have some advantages. In
the first place, they serve as a driving force to stimulate students to work hard. Lazi-
ness is part of human nature. Without examinations, students tend to ignore their
studies. Moreover, the results of examinations are just like mirrors for both students
and teachers. Students can assess themselves and teachers can adjust their teach-
ing method according to the information they obtain from examination. Finally, till
now no better methods have been discovered to replace examinations. Other forms
of assessment are too time-consuming and therefore are infeasible.

In my opinion, examinations have positive effects on teaching. They make
students hard working. They also provide a clear objective standard by which the
students can assess themselves and teachers can know what they should do next.
Furthermore, at present no better methods are available. Therefore, | am sure
examinations will continue to play an essential role in education.
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