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Down in a Well

One day a farmer’s donkey fell down ‘into a well. The animal cried piteously' for
hours as the farmer tried to figure out what to do. Finally he decided the animal was
old and the well needed to be covered up anyway, so it just wasnt worth it to try to
retrieve” the donkey.

He invited all his néighbors to come over and help him. They all grabbed a
shovel® and began to shovel dirt into the well.

At first, the donkey realized what was happening and cried horribly. Then, to
everyone’s amazement, he quieted down. A few shovel loads later, the farmer finally
looked down the well and was astonished at what he saw.

With every shovel of dirt that hit his back, the donkey was doing something
amazing. He would shake it off and take a step up. As the farmer’s neighbors continued
to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would shake it off and take a step up.

Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as the donkey stepped up over the edge of the
well and trotted* off!

Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of dirt. The trick to getting out of
the well is to shake it off and take a step up. Each of our troubles is a stepping stone.
We can get out of the deepest wells just by not stopping, never giving up. Shake it

off, and take a step up!
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1. piteously [ pitiosli] adv. 7] 4% I
2. retrieve [ri’trirv] v. B 15 £

3. shovel [favl] n.8k%”

4. trot [trot] v. PRI B
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The Bat and the Two Weasels

A blundering' bat once stuck her head into a wakeful weasel’s bed; whereat the
mistress of the house, a deadly foe of rats and mice, was making ready in a trice? to
eat the stranger as a mouse. "What! Do you dare,” she said, "to creep in the very bed
I sometimes sieep in, now, after all the provocation® I have suffered from your
thievish nation? Are you not really a mouse, that gnawing pest of every house, your
special aim to do the cheese ilI? Ay, that you are, or I'm no weasel."

"I beg your pardon,” said the bat, "My kind is very far from that. What! [ a
mouse! Who told you such a lie? Why, madam, | am a bird; and, if you doubt my
word, just see the wings with which I fly.. Long live the mice that cleave the sky!”
These reasons had so fair a show; the weasel let the creature go.

By some strange fancy led, the same wise blunderhead, but two or three days
later, had chosen for her rest another weasel’s nest, this last, of birds a special hater.
New peril brought this step absurd; without a moment’s thought or puzzle, dame
weasel opened her peaked muzzle to eat the intruder* as a bird.

"Hold! Do not wrong me,” cried the bat, "I'm truly no such thing as that. Your
eyesight strange conclusion gathers. What makes a bird, 1 pray—Its feathers? I'm
cousin of the mice and rats. Great Jupiter confounds the cats!" The bat, by such adroit

replying, twice saved herself from dying.
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1. blundering [ biAndorin] adj. H 3K ; 5 JLAHEHY
2. trice [trais] n.——F4HP

3. provocation [prova’keifon] n. & ; et ;

4. intruder [in‘truida] n. AR #

—
|
- e @ 3 e




wh 36k (53 2 4
|

-t o1 5 - T it

IARVE R T

HEZEERT MEXSHEABENLTRE, REHSYER, dbBR A
R AW S 3B K HH 2R T D B L

HYNARRMMFEI R, FHEEHRHFRESHES MREMINTBRHAC M
BEORE, RFHBGE, PR B XEER T REVE 24 (RAATE TR
i -2 EHESBR WREAR REAGEFMGN, BRBBEHIRT,

SN FR AN E A B —/D /D BREHOR B LR, AR EEL
Y— RPN BRFNAR—EFHNGE A RRALTHERR—T X, AKX
RIS EREL IR T,

HA A8k, ERHE,

o T B W F R BRIV BOR R, TR, SRS X RIE, F ik
framp A EEfh,

CPRIR , "SARE W T RE T RIER R, MEDREN TR B REE A R
HIBEHRA , M TALZ B R EAMBR? ~

“f P —ATE S, HARARBARBEERE MY —H  ROBH
Hith AT EZRBEFERFOGRE THO, ”

N B AR T 0 b 1 3,

“i HAEFR REBEALKRE BARDEZRN—LEL FRRBT ,¥P
BARBEE, REVH LA T S/ HME, WX LBEpE R —4 T M
Wi, SAR AR A LR R XA RIBIE R RO HFHEE—T 1, "

E B R, WTFHE AR M RRET M EENIE, B THY
B 48 B0 IR S 3h W AR X b B UK KR 55 TR A AR BE DA A B 0 45 F AT, BE BN 1L TR SRR
i HRER T ST -BRE,

“Ht R REER AN ARERERE, "RER,




