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I FOREWORD

October 1, 1949: Chairman Mao Zedong proclaimed to the world on top the Tiananmen Gate Tower: The People” s
Republic of China is officially founded! People of China have finally stood tall!

The proclamation that shattered the universe signified that China, backed by 5, 000 years of ancient civilization, was
getting rid of the shackles of semi-feudalism and semi-colonialism, marching towards a new era, creating a new historic
eon.

Fifty years of expedition, fifty years of searching, fifty years of upheavals, fifty years of glory. Over the past five
decades, Chinese people, under the tutelage of dignified, glorious and flawless Communist Party of China, have carried out
magnanimous socialist revolution and construction, composing touching movement capable of evoking praises and tears,
one after another. We have created glorious results that have become the focus of attention of the world. Fifty years may
seem like the blink of an eye in history, but the rising Divine Land has become unprecedentedly majestic, surging over our
heart and mind. In a short span of fifty years, we have seen great changes in the mountains and rivers, the Chinese people
have transformed a poverty stricken and less developed Old China into a preliminarily wealthy and strong, democratic and
civilized socialist New China.

The Chinese people, full of confidence, pride and enthusiasm, are ushering in the 50th anniversary of New China. At
the verge of the arrival of this historical moment, Information Center, Overseas Edition People” s Daily. Tar East and The
Pacific Economy Research Centre and China Intemational Research Association on Transnational Corporations gtypresent you
with a large scale historical documentary series of pictorials entitied “A Glorious China for Fifty Years " . We would like to
share the joy, the excitement and pride of the great happenings in the Divine Land with all people. May all these magnificent
sights painted by our hands be our common memory; let them be our contribution towards the 50th anniversary of the
founding of New China!

“ A Glorious China for Fifty Years ” has directly recorded the remarkable courses of extraordinary progress of the New
China, vigorously reflecting the brand new look of the ever-changing New China. This volume of colossal historical docu-
mentary has at the same time recorded a great deal of inspiring and lustrous achievemént of the New China, while leaving
behind clusters of historic moments for us to ponder on. Every Chinese national will be proud of himself for the glorious
achievement, while the ruminating history will prompt us into creating a better future.

Looking back 50 years, prospecting into the future. .. On the march towards crossing over the new century allows us
to hoist aloft the great banner of Deng Xiaoping in constructing socialism with Chinese features, closely uniting ourselves
around the third generation of Party” s central leadership group, striving with one heart and mind, exploring with creative

spirit for the more glorious and resplendent future of the Chinese nationals.
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