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L 2005 % A4, The Wrist Watch Eo

It is generally believed that wrist watches are an exception to the normal sequence in the

evolution of man’s jewelry. Reversing the usual order, they were first worn by women, and then
adopted by men. In the old days, queens included wrist watches among their crown jewelry. Later,
they were worn by Swiss workers and farmers. Until World War I, Americans associated the watch
with fortune hunters. Then army officers discovered that the wrist watch was most practical for
active combat. Race car drivers also loved to wear wrist watches, and pilots found them most useful -
while flying. Soon men dared to wear wrist watches without feeling self-conscious. By 1924, some
30 percent of man’s watches were worn on the wrist. Today, the figure is 90 percent. And they are
now worn by both men and women for practical purposes rather than for decoration.
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Legal Age for Marriage

Throughout the United States, the legal age for marriage shows some difference. The most

common age without parents’ consent is 18 for both females and males. However, persons who are
under age in their borne state can get married in another state, and then return to the home state
legally married. Each state issues its own marriage license. Both residents and non-residents are
qualified for such a license. The fees and ceremonies vary greatly from state to state. Most states,
for instance, have a blood test requirement, but a few do not. Most states permit either a civil or
religious ceremony, but a few require the ceremony to be religious. In most states a waiting period
is required before the license is issued. This period is from one to five days depending on the state.
A three-day-wait is the most common. In some states there is no required waiting period.
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Among the Indians of North America, the medicine man was a very important person. He
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could cure illnesses and he could speak to the spirits. The spirits were the supernatural forces that
controlled the world. The Indians believed that bad spirits made people ill. So when people were ill,
the medicine man tried to help them, by using magic. He spoke to the good spirits and asked for
their help. Many people were cured, because the)-/ thought the spirits were helping them, but really
these people cured themselves. Sometimes your own mind is the best doctor for you. The medicine ’
men were often successful for another reason, too. They knew about plants that really can cure
ilinesses. A lot of medicines are made from the plants that were used by medicine men hundreds of ’
years ago. (&R 1996 FHBD
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