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Introduction

It is a great pleasure to introduce this new book of readings which I
believe will fill a real need, The text comsists of 120 articles arranged
in 40 units, The level of difficulty is progressive in each unit and a short
comprehension‘test accompanies each article, '

The purpose of this book is to help and encourage students to increase
their English reading speed and efficiency, So frequently reading is taﬁght
in association with many other language skills, vocabulary building, gram=
mar, pronunciation, and diction, All of these are necessary skills but when
they are taught in the context of a reading course, efficient reading is
often lost by the wayside,

In English, the general meaning of a given text is carried, not
primarily in the individual words, but in the phrase, the sentence, and
ultimately, the paragraph, When reading materials are graded to the
achievement level of the students, as is the case in the present volume,
they should be able to get the general meaning of the text even when
points of grammar are hazy and some words unfamiliar, Indeed, constaat
pausing to look up words or clarify grammar prevents students from
progressing from word-by-word reading to phrase recognition and
whole-sentence comprehension, Rapid and efficient reading can only be
developed through constant practice divorced from associated language
skills, At some point in the process of learning English, reading must be
taught aloae, '

For these reasons, the structure of the present volume has been
kept as simple as possible, Words that might be unfamiliar and thus slow
a student down are introduced before the reading begins and a short
comprehension quiz follows each article, The articles are, as men~
tioned above, carefully graded for progressive difficulty, The number of
words to be learned from context has been held to approximately 3
percent, ]

Because the editors recognize the cultural imperatives involved in
language learning and because they hope that this text will find wide
use, they have selected the 120 readings in this volume from as wide

@ range of disciplines as possible, They hope that every studeant will



find something here that engages his particular interest, The articles
were also selected to be as informative as possible so that, in the pro-
cess of improving their reading fsiéi11s,‘r,s&fdénts may absorb up-to-date
information in many fields,

~ This text, used with courage, should enable the students to improve
their reading:efficiency and speed. The authofs hope that bbvth st(udent_s
and teachers will find these materials intellectually stimulating, The
primary goal of the text remains, to help each student build hxs own
bridge over the chasm that lies between learning to read andwz"eading
to learn,

" (Am) Dr. Charlotte Kinch
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