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Honourable Secretary Sun, Director Abulla Kassm, Director Xie,

dear delegates and colleagues

First of all I would like to express my deep felt thanks to the director of the Turfan Museum, Dr. Li Xiao, for
having invited me to this important conference in the beautiful town of Turfan. I am even more grateful to
participate in the great event of the foundation of the Turfan Academy. The foundation of the Academia
Turfanica is an important step to an even more intensive future cooperation in Central Asian studies between
Turfan and the other scholarly institutions in Xinjiang as well as the museums and academies worldwide.

Please accept my utmost congratulations.

Like the scholars of many other nations also the Germans appreciate very much an exchange of knowledge in
the field of Central Asian studies. Although there is a long tradition of doing research in the archaeology, art
and philology of Chinese Turkestan since more than one hundred years, the interest in its various cultures is
still growing in Germany. In 1902 the first expedition to Turfan was organized by the director of the Indian
Department of the Berlin Museum, Albert Griinwedel. It was the first of four German expeditions to Chinese
Central Asia, nowadays Uigur Autonomous Province Xinjiang of the Peoples’ Republic of China. At that time
the travelling circumstances were not as convenient as nowadays where we can reach Turfan from Berlin within
one day. Griinwedel and his team needed more than three months for their journey. His intention was to draw
maps of the different sites and their temples and to make a survey of every archaeological place near Turfan —
Gaochang, Jiache, Bezeklik, Toyok, Sengim etc. — and spread the news worldwide about the unexpected
sensational discoveries of cultural treasures of hitherto unknown relics buried for nearly one millennium under
the sands of the Taklamakan desert. Griinwedel’s topographical surveys and the still existing never published
documents about the German expeditions (1902 ~1914) as well as his books are of inestimable value for our

knowledge ahout the Central Asian civilizations,

So the scholars and the public got to know already in the beginning of the 20t century that Eastern Turkestan
was one of the most important and unknown regions in the whole of Asia, where Buddhism flourished in the 1st
millennium AD. Buddhist monks travelled from India to China via the Silk Roads in order to translate Buddhist
Sutras into Chinese. And together with Buddhism also the visual arts and the different languages scattered in
the west-eastern and east-western directions. And soon, also Chinese pilgrims crossed the ways of the Indian

monks visiting the holy Buddhist places in the oasis cities of Chinese Turkestan, Afghanistan and India, among




them Faxian and Xuanzang. Without the records of the Chinese pilgrims our knowledge about the practised
religions, the monasteries and the customs of the ruling kings and the people living in this remote region would

be much less.

But it was not only Buddhism which brought its philosophy to Central Asia; the Christian Nestorians, the
Iranian Manicheans and the Zoroastrians left their marks as well in the minds and the cultures of the people.
Nestorian temples as well as Manichean and Zoroastrian relics had been discovered in the Turfan region,
among them wall paintings, sculptures, miniature paintings on paper and textile, as well as thousands of
manuscripts. Although — due to the foreign expeditions at the end of the 19" and beginning of the 20th
century — several artefacts discovered at that time are scattered around the world; they are housed in the
museums and libraries in Russia, Sweden, Britain, Germany, France, India, Japan and Korea, Generations of
scholars were and are still working on the artefacts and manuscripts discovered in Chinese Turkestan, and
generations will definitely be busy in the next hundred years thanks to the Chinese scholars who bring to light
exciting new findings every year. We are very grateful to the Chinese archaeologists, historians, art historians

and philologists for sharing with us foreign scholars the results of their important researches,

I am sure that the conference will contribute to increase our knowledge of the cultures of Xinjiang, intensify

our cooperation and inspire our researches.
Last but not least, T would like to thank the organizers for all the efforts they have undertaken in the last
months to prepare this huge and important international conference. We are especially grateful for the help of

the many young people who take care of the delegates in an extremely friendly, politely and gracious manner,

Let me close with the wish that the conference will be a great success and that the delegates from China and the

different countries of the world will exchange their knowledge and their ideas in fruitful discussions,

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for your attention,
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