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The traditional academic culture in Huizhou, an academic cultural

system mainly composed of Xinan Confucian Learning ( Xin An Li Xue,
¥ %) and Textual Criticism of Huizhou ( Hui Pai Pu Xue, JRAM
%%), appeared in the mid - 12" century. Based on relevant theories and
methods of cultural geography, this book concentrated on the traditional
academic culture of Huizhou Prefecture in 5 chapters: formation and
transformation of traditional academic cultural district in Huizhou, histor-
ical transformation of traditional academic culture in Huizhou, regional
characteristics of traditional academic culture in Huizhou, spatial diffu-
sion of traditional academic culture in Huizhou, and landscapes of tradi-
tional academic culture in Huizhou, producing the following five basic
views :

First, the traditional academic cultural district of Huizhou came into
being in the mid — 12 century, marked by three primary points; 1. it
was an area with developed academic culture compared with other areas
during that period; 2. it had a unified academic cultural conception; 3. it
had a relatively stable regional scope.

The formation of traditional academic culture in Huizhou was not on-

ly due to the comparatively outlying, occlusive and independent physical
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geographical environment of Huizhou Area, but also closely connected
with the great transformation of the human geographical environment in
Huizhou during the reign of the Southern Song Dynasty, including the
evolvement from belonging to ancient Yue () cultural circle to being
one of the centers of Han culture, from martial fashion to cultural style,
from poor county to super zone in economy.

From the Southern Song Dynasty to Qing Dynasty, there are three
stages and two important vicissitudes in the development of the Huizhou
academic cultural district. Shexian ( k&), Wuyuan (ZE{E) and Xi-
uning ({K5°) were the academic centers of Huizhou Prefecture in the
Southern Song Dynasty. During the Yuan and Ming Dynasties, the tradi-
tional academic cultural district of Huizhou expanded, with Qimen (£}
I']) joining the ranks of cultural centers and Shexian, Wuyuan and Xi-
uning maintaining their original status. In the Qing Dynasty, an obvious
three — tierred structure appeared in the traditional academic cultural dis-
trict of Huizhou.

Second, the traditional academic culture of Huizhou has its own fea-
tures handed down from 12th to 18th century, with different characteris-
tics in different periods. Zhuzi Confucian Learning reigned over the cultur-
al circle of Huizhou from the Southern Song Dynasty to the early Ming Dy-
nasty. In the mid and late Ming Dynasty, Zhan Ruoshui and Wang Yang-
ming$ Xin Xue spread widely through Huizhou area and made a great im-
pact on Huizhou scholars. Therefore the coexistence of the two schools of
thought occurred, with Zhuzi Confucian Learning as the basic
tone. Although Zhuzi Confucian Learning revived in the early Qing Dynas-
ty, it was soon replaced by the dominance of Textual Criticism. The his-
torical transformation of traditional academic culture in Huizhou was just a

miniature of the development and evolvement of traditional Chinese aca-
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demic culture since the 12th century.

Third, the traditional academic culture in Huizhou is characterized
by the unification of continuation and phase, of compatibility and inde-
pendence, of technicality and sociality.

Fourth, the spatial diffusion of traditional academic culture in
Huizhou was a process of cultural proliferation from cultural cen-
ters. Driven by different forces, it has many ways and characteristics,
and exerted different impacts on different areas. There are three types of
traditional academic cultural centers in Huizhou; the first type, represen-
ted by Ziyang Academy ( 4¢PH$5B%), influenced the development trend
of the whole traditional academic culture in Huizhou Area; the second
type, represented bu Xian Xue ( County Institute, B %) in the 6
counties, affected a certain district in Huizhou; the third type, repre-
sented by Huangu Academy (377 45B%), had an effect on a particular
area in a particular time. There existed obvious differences in influence,
talent — attracting force, time of existence among the three types of cul-
tural centers, which constituted a hierarchical network in the traditional
academic cultural centers in Huizhou. From the aspect of the area of diffu-
sion, the diffusion of traditional academic culture in Huizhou could be
divided into the diffusion within and the diffusion outside Huizhou Are-
a. The former led to the unification of academic culture in Huizhou Area,
and the latter resulted in the expansion of Huizhou academic culture to
other areas, exerting a profound influence on the development of tradi-
tional academic culture in the later period of the Chinese feudal society.

Fifth, under the influence of traditional academic culture, Huizhou
boasts a tremendous accumulation of historical relics, namely physical
landscapes such as torii, couplets and tombs, and spiritual landscapes

such as the custom of clan faith and women “s loyalty to their hus-
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bands. These landscape elements have different causes, as well as differ-
ent distribution in the 6 counties of Huizhou.

In conclusion, Huizhou was one of the most developed and repre-
sentative area of traditional Chinese academic culture during the period
from 12th to 18th century. The geographical research on the traditional ac-
ademic culture of Huizhou not only helps to grasp the development as well
as the style and features of traditional Chinese academic culture, but also

has great significance on the promotion of Huizhou Studies.
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