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The Historian’s Records, lst cent. B.C.)

The Life of Confucius
(as adapted from Sima Qian’s
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The Life of
Confucius

Confucius was born in the town of Zou,
Changping county, in the state of Lu in the
21st year of the Zhou King Ling (551 BC),
during China’s Spring & Autumn period of

the Zhou dynasty.

Confucius’ father was
Kong He, who stood
six feet eight inches tall
and was unsurpassed
in strength.
After his first
wife had given

birth to nine daughters, the
elder Kong hoped
desperately for a son,
and although the next
child born was male, he
turned out to be crippled.

So at sixty-four years old, Kong He
took a young woman of the surname
Yan as his second wife, and she gave
birth to Kong Qiu, known to later
Chinese as Kongfuzi, Master Kong,

Latinized as Confucius.

When Confucius was only
three years old, his father
passed away.

When Confucius was a
child, he played games
in which he arranged
ritual vessels...

And imitated the ceremonial
gestures of adults.
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At fifteen, he set his At nineteen, he married a The following year, he

mind on learning. woman from Song of the had a son, whom he _
surname Bingguan. named Kong Li. R =
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At twenty vears-old, He figured the accounts with great

Confucius worked as accuracy and clarity.
manager of a granary.
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He also held a minor Later, he assumed the
managerial position at a ranch. office of minister of
And under his supervision, the ~  public works.
number of animals steadily
", increased.
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In the twentieth year of Duke Zhao of
Lu, Nangong Jingshu recommended
that Confucius be sent to Zhou to
study the ceremonies.

While studying the ceremonies in
Zhou, Confucius paid a visit to Laozi
to ask him about the ceremonies.

Afier their session, Laozi sent him off
with these words:

The wealthy send pcople
off with gifts, and the
benevolent send people
off with words. Since |
am not wealthy, T give
you these words:

Intelligent people often encounter
trouble because they tend to criticize
others. Leamned people often
encounter danger because they tend
to expose the misdeeds of others.
Children should be mindful of their
parents, and subordinates should be
mindful of their superiors. Don’t

always think only of yourself.




After returning to Lu from Zhou,
Confucius’ disciples began to
increase at a steady rate.

It was at this time that Duke Jing of the state of Qi and his chief

minister, Yan Ying, paid a visit

to Lu ...

Duke Mu of
Qin had a small
out-of-the-way
country, and yet
he was later
recognized by
all as overlord
of the land.
| Why was this?

Although his country was small,
he had expansive ambitions.
Although his country was
out-of-the-way, his government
was just. He hand-picked the
great administrator, Baili Xi,
purchasing him for five black
sheep skins, and handed over
governing authority to him.

From these facts, you
can see that he was
capable of reigning
over the whole land.

by the nobles as
their overlord
was but a minor

To be recognized

accomplishment
for him.

Analyzed
wonderfully!
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Not long after,

disorder again

erupted in Lu, so

Confucius also

found his way to Qi.

When Confucius was thirty-five years old, the three
most powerful Lu noblemen united in an attack against
their own Duke Zhao. When defeat was immanent,

Duke Zhao escaped to the neighboring Qi state.

. \’V In the hopes of getting close to Qi’s
Duke Jing through a high minister
named Gao Zhaozi, Confucius
accepted a position as household
minister with Gao.

It was at this time that Confucius was first exposed to the famous

shao music created long ,}

before by N the ancient sage
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Shun. Confucius was

? so impressed by the
’ Bong music that he studied
it continuously for
three months, and he
was so enamored of
it that even

///},ﬂ" the taste of

2 meat escaped

F

his notice. P

1 never knew
the study of
music could
bring one to
such a state!




toppled and exiled by the
nobleman Jisun.

in China was a frightfully
chaotic time, with kings and “aq
ministers failing to play their
appropriate roles.
Duke Zhao of Lu
ended up being

So Duke Jing
sought advice
from Confucius on
the principles of
governing.
Confucius replied:

Kings should act like
kings; ministers should
act like ministers;
fathers should act like
fathers; and sons should
act like sons.

What’s another
principle of

The most important thing in
goveming is to utilize revenue
intelligently and avoid waste.
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And Duke Jing of Qi was
the puppet of one Chen
Huan. As Chen Huan’s
- power grew, the chances of
his completely usurping the
thmne grew as well.
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Excellent! If people don’t
play their appropriate roles,
then no matter how much
food there is, will we ever
be able to eat it in peace?

I think 1’11
enfeoff Confucius
with the Nixi
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These sophists talk a good talk, sire, but they’ re proud and
difficult to control. They’re

also completely unproductive.

All they do is travel around
selling their ideas, hoping to
get a good position

and &\
implemen

their own
reforms. % ®
) ®ge
(s @,@ @ @

control of the

Don’t let
them get

government.

All right, all

right. We'll

just forget
‘\. im.

Meanwhile, some high level officials
of Qi were also plotting against
Confucius.

Master, I’ ve learne
that there are people
who wish to do you

1’ m getting old and so
will have no further use

for you.

Duke Jing said to
Confucius:

So Confucius left Qi
and returned to Lu.




Duke Zhao of Lu had lived in exile for
seven years and finally died outside his
country. Duke Ding succeeded him.

But Duke Ding had yet to
accumulate power and so
was controlled by the
powerful noblemen , who
were all
descendants of
the long-ago
Duke Huan.
Because of
this lineage
they were
known in
short as

The majority of power in Lu was held by
Jisun Yiru, but he himself was
intimidated by his own household
minister, Yang Huo.

In the fifth year of Duke Ding’s
reign, Yang Huo staged a coup and
took the place of Jisun.

Having even more control of the duke now,
he exiled his enemies and effectively
became the tyrant of Lu.

Unwilling to serve this illegitimate government,
Confucius retired to his home and concentrated his
efforts on researching the classic books of poetry,

history, ceremony, and music.
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Understanding the Then in
importance of having accordance with
able-bodied ministers, Yang ropriety, I’ 1l have
Huo attempted to entice 0 go thank him
in person.
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Yang Huo sent
this suckling pig
for you while
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Could one say that a person
who hides his erudition

rather than employing it for
the benefit of his country is
“benevolent”?

Confucius! 1'd like to

Meaning to arrive at th
eaning to arrive at the speak with you!

palace while Yang Huo
was away, Confucius set
out, but as luck would
have it, he ran into Yang

Huo on the way there. No!
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Yes. I'm planning
to work as a
minister of the

Ah, the seasons pass
so quickly, and time
waits for no one!

And could one say that a
person who wishes to serve
his country but continually
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% so is “wise”? Agreeing only
- ] in principle,
= W No!
A A Confucius
X % M= still refused
® ~ , toassist  \_ V§
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In the eighth year
of what was
nominally Duke
Ding’s reign, Yang
Huo decided to

Destroy the Three
Huans. I'll take
all their places!

Vying for their political
\ ‘ survival, the '
: ), Three Huans <o
Ny ‘A'} Pe

‘joined forces
&
3,

and fought
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Yang Huo’s defeat was a golden
opportunity for Confucius to
reenter government.
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In the end, Yang
Huo was defeated

and subsequently
fled to Qi.
Jisun praised Confucius for refusing Duke Ding appointed
to assist Yang Huo, and so Confucius chief magistrate of
recommended him to Duke Ding. the town of Zhongdu.
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