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FOREWORD

In recent years, there has been a steady increase in the number of foreign students taking
the entrance examinations held by the prestigious universities in China, and the examinations
are becoming more and more difficult year by year. As a learning tool, the Chinese language
plays a more important role than any other subjects in the examinations. For instance, Beijing
University requires that the candidates have to reach the required total score and the bottom
mark in Chinese be 90. So do Qinghua University and China Renmin University. Due to the
keener competition, it becomes necessary for the candidates to make a substantial improvement
in their Chinese competence so as to pass the examination and get into the prestigious Chinese
universities. Therefore, a special instruction and training for the Chinese examinations is in de-
mand.

In order to offer efficient help to more foreign students who want to study in the best
Chinese universities, the teachers of Chinese from the Beijing Qingshan College have compiled
this book based on their analysis of the features of the entrance examination questions and sum-
mary of their successful teaching experiences in helping foreign students prepare for the entrance
examinations. Dr. Yu Liying, chief editor of the book, has eight years”experience in teaching
Chinese in senior middle school and three years”experience in helping foreign students prepare
for the university entrance examinations, and now she teaches Chinese for the examinations by
Beijing University and Qinghua University. Her students have scored great success in the ex-
aminations over the years. Other compilers of the book are all experienced teachers. Li Huili
was a teacher of HSK test preparation course and now teaches Chinese for the examinations by
Beijing University and China Renmin University. Ge Hong was also a teacher of HSK test
preparation course and now teaches Chinese for the examination by Beijing University. And
Fang Minhui offers the writing course. This book contains the following sections. The Listen—

-ing Comprehension section is the joint work of Fang Minhui and Li Huili; Pronunciation and
Form of the Chinese Characters is compiled by Li Huili; Chinese Essentials by Yu Liying; Lit-
erary Facts and Reading Comprehension by Ge Hong; and Writing by Fang Minhui. In the
course of compilation, we have tried to feature the book with the following five categories:

1. Analysis of the Test Questions: It is to help examinees gain a clear understanding of the
test questions, language points and problem-solving methods.

2. How to Prepare for the Examination; It is to provide examinees with a definite orienta-
tion and a good way to learn.

3. Learning the Basics: It covers the content of the examination with the aim of laying a
solid foundation for the examinees.

4. Intensive Practice: It is to intensify language learning and training in various types of
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questions.

5. Aptitude Testing: It is to test the students”achievement and consolidate what they have
learnt.

The book puts emphasis on strategies for the exams, consolidation in the basics, and train-
ing in competence. In selecting practice questions, we have taken into consideration the new
question items in the most recent examinations given by different universities while helping
students solve problems using the knowledge and methods they have learned and improve the
Chinese competence. Thus students will gain specific knowledge and undergo an effective
training in test-taking skills with a definite purpose in the limited time they have before the ex-
amination.

Originally used within the Qingshan College, the book can be employed as a textbook for
classroom use or a self-learning material for students to prepare for the university entrance ex-
aminations.

Finally, we welcome comments and suggestions from teachers and students for future im-

provement of the book.

The Compilers
August, 2005
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