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(1) HBEEAN, WA TEEL:
A TRAVEL DIARY

The farmers don’ t stay long in-the same place. They move on to a new place every
two or three years. I asked, “Why don’t they stay? Isn’t it easier to stay in the same
place? Why do they move and burn more of the forest?”

The answer is this;: you can only grow crops in the forest for one or two years. The
soil is very thin in the forest. It is only about 20 centimeters thick It can easily be de-
stroyed by the burning and by the cows.

The soil is made from the dead leaves of the three above. Under the soil there is
nothing but sand. When this soil is destroyed, the forest land will become sand again.
But this time there will be no trees to make new soil from their leaves.
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