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Plants

eUnit1e

\,ﬁ I . Self-study Guidance

1. Learning Aimg
By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:
1) understand the importance of plants and some knowledge about trees
and flowers;
2) master the usage of difficult words and phrases of this unit;
3) know how to show satisfaction, boredom, and displeasure.

2. cultural Background,
I 1) Plants

Plants can provide people with the majority of their needs, in a way that
cares for the planet’s health. A wide range of plants can be grown to produce
our food needs and many other commodities, whilst also providing a diversity of
habitats (##§ & #5) for our native flora GE¥J##) and fauna (1¥#¥). There are
over 20,000 species of edible plants in the world yet fewer than 20 species now
provide 90% of our food.

A large number of plants are planted to provide natural shelter and wildlife
habitats. Plants are the lungs of the planet. they purify the air by locking up
carbon and have the potential for reducing the greenhouse effect. Plants protect
the soil from erosion, encourage rainfall, regulate the flow of ground water,
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and prevent flooding. Fallen leaves are an effective soil conditioner.

l 2) Flowers

It is impossible to imagine a world without flowers. They give so much
pleasure. Stories and legends about the origins of flowers can be found in almost
any culture. Over the centuries, flowers have been a part of many festivals and
ceremonies and have gained a language of their own, each one representing a

different sentiment.
Today, the traditional role of flowers and floral arrangements has

changed, allowing for more freedom of expression and originality of display.
This has been brought about not only by our casual “anything goes” lifestyle,
but by the acceptance and appreciation of a wider variety of flowers, including
natives. Flowers can beautify our homes and express a multitude of emotions.
What a dull world it would be without flowers!

I 3) Parts of a Tree
@ twig ks @ branch /MR @ limb XM G @ trunk T

® root B3 ® leaf B @ bark Rz

l4-) Parts of a Flower

@ seed Fh-F @ seedling HCEFE @ root HRE @ stem (F)ZET
® stalk ZE(#F) ©® leaf H-F @ bud fE7E flower %

@ petal 78 @ bulb (RELH)HIRZE
3 Language Pointy

l 1) Key Words

Reading ] ,
@ twilight n. FEHIH; B &&E
e.g. the twilight of his career
They enjoy watching the twilight scene before the sun disappeared.
Raising birds becomes his only hobby in his twilight years.
@ splash n. BBL;BES
e.g. His clothes are full of splashes of mud.
Jack bought a white dog with big black splashes.
splash v. {f GEHO IR, IBFEA ; IE
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e.g. The room will be cooler if you splash some water on the floor.
In summer, they like swimming in the river and splashing water over
each other.
Great drops of rain splashed on the window.
® messy adj. RALA, BER) ; 8 BRIR ALK
e.g. His lazy wife never has time to clear up the messy kitchen.
He is busy with a messy job.
@ whirl n. BEF ; IRAL
e.g. Nancy sits calmly under the maple tree, watching the whirl of leaves.
His smile constantly appears in my mind, and I am in a whirl.
whirl v. JE¥: , 3755 ; (Fa kB AIE D IR ELAWE . L E HIX

e.g. The leaves are whirling in the wind.

|

I feel so excited that my head is whirling.
® cascade n. A ; BAVIKT FEHIARA F
e.g. There are many famous cascades in China. ]
She has a cascade of black hair. g
cascade v. HIBEAFEIE T ; T8 #
e. g. Her blond hair cascaded over her shoulders. ;g
The cascading stream attracts a lot of visitors from everywhere. ik
© scratch v. 1,8, % o
e.g. Don’t get closer, or the cat will scratch you. =
scratch n. 10, 82, R (AR (3

e.g. The naughty boys made many cat scratches on the wall with claws.
@ shed v. T BT FIVE - FiH
e.g. When autumn comes, many trees will shed their leaves.
Hearing of his death, she couldn’t help shedding tears for a whole day.

embrace v.

e.g. He embraced her closely when he realized how much she had done

for him.

embrace n. #H
e.g. Peter gives the strong-minded girl a warm embrace.

@© poise v, fgi-c--- &I -y )

e.g. The performer tries hard to poise herself on the wire rope.

poise n. (EHAM F TP D L5, 3h1E; B AE, Bl

e.g. The audience applauded for the dancer’s graceful poise.
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Lucy is a young lady of great poise.
@0 encompass v, 35,05 ;348
e.g. It is generally agreed that linguistics encompasses at least five main
branches.
They decided to buy the flat encompassed by all sorts of trees.
@ observe v. F3|, WL ; 18, TR
e.g. I observed him writing letters the whole afternoon.
“The film has a strong visual appeal,” she observed.
@ toll n. T T I WK, BN RGBT A MM B E
e.g. We have just gone across a toll-house.
The death toll in the earth-quake is numerous.
The toll going on for a whole day almost made me mad.
toll v. ng4h
e.g. A famous work of Hemingway is For Whom the Bell Tolls.
@ momentous adj. THER),HKK
e.g. After a three-day discussion, the board of directors finally made a
momentous decision of marketing its products abroad.

«Reading I ,
@ available adj. "] RIMETETEBEIA; G5O TSI, 7T 35RE
€. g. Please hurry up, because there is not so much time available to us.
Sorry, the person you are calling is not available at the moment.
® nifty adj. B, H K ZER, —RK
e.g. I buy a nifty multifunctional knife today.
Flora bought a new nifty car the day before yesterday.
@® downsize v. PIE/PNRSFERTH (B s 45 /MR ESE LD
e. g. Owing to the depression of the economy, this company has to downsize
its employment.
The architect downsized his design and passed the examination of the
experts.
@ droop v. CHEYHBK) KB HEIKE,LTH
e.g. The flowers gradually droops under the big sun.
Their spirits drooped because of the failure.

@9 touchstone n. K&, RIEIRAE

e.g. The qualities of courage and vision are the touchstone of leadership.

Unit 1 Plants 0



Examination score is seen as “the touchstone of study” in the school.

| 2) Key Phrases

\Reading 1,
@ forget about =iC
e.g. Try to forget about the unhappy things.
Jack seems to have forgotten about all the things of his past after being
hurt in the accident.
@ swim with 7Lk
e.g. Her heart is swimming with love.
Sunshine swims with the room.
@ catch fire &k
e.g. Don’t get too close, or your clothes will catch fire.
The storehouse caught fire last night and three men died in it.
@ be right about 7£% 75 [f £
e.g. The bossy president thinks he is right about everything.
Although you are right about this, I can not agree with you all.
® as yet £45
e.g. Little is known of the cause of the great man’s death as yet.
As yet she could not accept the fact her parents have gone.
® marvel at X -+« FRENMHF ; Xf - SRBVER
e.g. I marvel at her patience with the disobedient boy.
He failed, but his devotion to the country is worth marveling at.
@ feel like sth, ZHZ......
feel like doing sth. ZEfie---+-
e.g. If you feel like it, let us go to the Italian restaurant for supper.
Tom feels like flying a kite here.
for an instant B%l|, —BElE]
e. g. For an instant, I thought the woman in a black hat was my
grandmother. '
The sky turns bright for an instant.

«Reading [ ,
@ switch to RIRFLAF, BUAE

e.g. I am sick of politics, so let us switch the topic to something of mutual
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interest.
The company has switched to modern methods of production in an
automated system.
@ play out i, K3
e.g. Hamlet will be played out in this theatre very soon.
The summer holiday provides him enough time to play his plan out.
@ count for A YIHE, AHEEM
e. g. What he says counts for nothing.
Experience and relevant knowledge count for much in finding a job.
@ keep a tab of 2K
e.g. Keeping a tab of all the cost after shopping is a good habit.
She keeps a tab of what he gets from her.

| 3) Useful Structures

@ as 5| AR B N4
HRPHEGRAEEZFHPEIBRZP B R ZEHFESYE, FEMAT
SESEVE A RABIE R S, X I, R Z 4 H 3hiR) T F BEAT I A B R
A, o BB SR T, Rs S B4R B IR A as 47 A while,
when %755, #40.
e.g. I broke a plate while I was cooking.
I read a book as I was waiting for the bus.
The waiter spilled soup over me when he was serving/served me.
I met Mike as I was going/went home.
@ inversion CIRIEHT & 7 72 /A) T3
A ECRIE R R R AR, &5 R AT 2R e .
e.g. Through these fiery colors cascaded thin rivulets of pale-green leaves
and blotches of deep-green leaves, as yet untouched by autumn.
In this chapter will be found a partial answer.
From the ocean came a strange sound.
@ BhiAly-ing B A PERER IE
WEAFIRFIE & BB A SE, A and HRMAELT  WA# iR Al
Fi-ing JE= , R ) B BVEAEBE 40 7 B B S A, AP BEARTE
e.g. Edging closer — like a pilgrim approaching a shrine — I noticed several
bare branches near the top, their black twigs scratching the air like
claws.
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She sits there quietly, watching the lake.
He steps in happily, singing loudly.
14) Difficult Sentences

+Reading ],

® Edging closer — like a pilgrim approaching a shrine — I noticed several bare branches
near the top, their black, twigs scratching the air fike claws.

BN AgEiERAD,§E3 2 “noticed”, £ & £ “several bare branches”,
“their black twigs ...” 4 %% “several bare branches” #) #hi%& , 2} L
kA A MM KA, “scratching the air like claws” & & £ & &,
4% “their black twigs”, “edging closer” # £ ] &4 4 K 4K &, 4~ 79 42 78
“like a pilgrim approaching a shrine”# “edging closer” # 7 X K&,

FX AR EEREA,REARRE AL LRAH, KEEHNECHHFAL
BAERERGHR, B ZHHE BRI P HRNT—HINGRZE,

@ With its varied nations of colors, this tree seemed to become a globe, embracing in its
b6road branches all seasons and continents: the spring and summer of the Southern
Hemisphere in the fight and dark greens, the autumn and winter of the Northem in the
6ﬁzzingv yellows and bare branches.

BEH 4 F#9 E-F A “this tree seemed to become a globe” , “with” 3] § #4434
42354 B A K&, “embracing in its broad branches all seasons and
continents”# = 4] 44Kk iE, BT E AN RS R L 0ANE AL
AR, 4FREK, BEFHEMER—ANAKKYGEG T, oRiEH
AMETE A E IR 4T,

EFX 9TFHOGE-—FREFREA—ABE, IRRMFHRWRT. Clew
FRERABAART, REFREREHHREFRHIROAFFLE,
AEFEHPALORERLFIRARERLE,

® Like the messy whirl of an artist' s palette, the tree blazed bright crimson on its lower
branchies, burned with vivid yellows and oranges in its center, and simmered to deep dark,
red at its top. )

EH 4 -F 1352 “the tree,blazed, burned, simmered” & Z A3 5| 698 i&3)
i3, /384335 “like the messy whirl of an artist’s palette”# £ ) 4§ F X,
Kk,

FEX BRRAHHRERGRYRLE, TEHARBRGAFRLE, WA ZA
Bad, E—ARAKBRLZBRELH LG ALK,

|
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\Reading I ,
@ You find ways to house and feed yourself for less, but the big-ticket stuff is over:
vacations in France or Mexico, Friday-night dinners in nifty new restaurants.

B

X

Adq ki out” Il FABEHA L4, §5 B @ 4 &4 “vacations in
France or Mexico, Friday-night dinners in nifty new restaurants”# &
F “the big-ticket stuff is over”#) Fl45.3% , A AP LK N ERH — LA B
# M5, “big-ticket stuff” means things or activities which cost a lot
of money,

LRI TVAD B, oL 8 R BT Ak, 12 2§ B0 K A4k — 2
AA: Wk HBAREHTEB AL L RN E TR, IHGAE
HBRT,

- © And in the quiet house — lstening to my wife and baby sleep, suspended in the still —
waiting promise of a future built around a woman and the few things you can love and
hold, the flowers still scem beautiful.

ER

EFX

OF /K, EMARRELRESE, B AKE 6., “the flowers still seem
beautiful” £ % 6], “listening to my wife and baby sleep”, “waiting
promise of a future”, iX #AN421E#84E £ 4) 499K +5, “suspended in the
still”# “sleep” 49 J& & & 7%, “built around a woman and the few thing
you can love and hold” & £ #& M 4] , # “a promise of future”#) 5 & &
&, “you can love and hold”;Z “a woman and the few things”# & & &
. HERIBLIES, TAS I BRI G F R8T,

HHAORL, LILHHRBTREILGFR, g m-FH6)FR ER
AHBBURL, BREGRTREGXAFRRIEY —, K k9 H 2 %
BRAIRR, EF/HT, MELARRBIIEER,

4:Suwmuwy.%nwuwwandWWﬁD%yﬂthWW%wf
Reading I

l 1) Summary of Reading 1

My neighbor Mrs. Gargan first told me there was a beautiful maple tree
down at the corner and I ought to see it. When I first saw it, I thought
someone’s house caught fire, and then I remembered the tree. The maple tree
presented magnificent beauty in shape and color, but I had almost missed it. As
I walked home, I asked everyone the question:“Have you seen the tree?”

Unit 1 Plants o



| 2) Structure of Reading I

Part J (Para. 1, 2)

Introduction:

What I hear about the tree

A. My neighbor Mrs. Gargan asked whether I had seen the tree.

B. She said I should go to see the tree.

Part ] (Para.3~6)

Description of the tree

A. I saw the tree.

B. The tree showed great beauty.

Part [ (Para.7, 8)

What I thought about the tree

A. Ralph Waldo Emerson’s comment about stars.

B. I had almost missed the tree.

Part IV (Para, 9, 10)

What I did when I went home

A. From the behavior of Emily Dickinson’s father, I wanted to make everyone
know the tree.

B. I walked home and passed the same question asked by Mrs. Gargan: “Have
you seen the tree?”

| 3) Writing Techniques of Reading I

(D General statement supported by details (Para.1, 2, 8, 10)
@®@ Description (Para.3, 4, 5 and 6)

® Comparison and contrast (Para.2 and 3)

@ Exemplification (Para.7 and 9)

® Metaphor and simile (Para. 3, 4, 5 and 6)

5. Grammar. Subject and Verb- Agreement (£iH—3)
The principle of subject and verb agreement, which is also called subject-

verb concord, is defined as the requirement that the form of the verb should

agree with the subject in a sentence.

I 1) General Rules

There are three basic subject-verb agreement rules: grammatical

|
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agreement, notional agreement and principle of proximity.
(D Grammatical agreement
A verb must agree with its subject in number and in person. They must
agree in two ways:
in number: singular or plural;
in person: first, second, or third person. That is, if the subject is
singular, the verb must be singular. If the subject is plural, the verb must be
plural, too. This rule is called grammatical agreement.
e.g. Few students are really lazy.
Each boy has his own book.
Either answer is correct.
@ Notional agreement
Plural form subjects with singular or plural meaning take a singular or
plural verb, depending on the meaning. Plural form subjects with a singular
meaning take a singular verb. Plural form subjects with a plural meaning
take a plural verb. This is called notional agreement.
e.g. The government have asked the country to decide by a vote.
Fifteen miles seems like a long walk to me.
Fifty-six dollars was stolen from the counter.
® Principle of proximity
The verb agrees with the nearest subject when two or more subjects are
joined. This rule is called principle of proximity.
e.g. Either my brother or my father is coming.
No one except his own supporters agree with him.
Neither Julia nor I am going.

I 2) Special Cases

(D Collective nouns
Collective nouns name a class or a group. If the group functions as a
whole, treat the noun as singular. If the members of a group function
individually, treat the noun as plural.

Incorrect: When the committee signs their names to the document, they will
be relieved of their duties. (In this case, members of the
committee sign their names as individuals, not as a committee;
therefore, the subject is plural. Also, the use of the pronouns
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