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As the saying goes, “If an old
dog barks, he gives counsel.”

Old men, who walk more roads,
eat more rice, read more books,
have more experiences, enjoy more
happiness, and endure more
sufferings, are experienced and
knowledgeable, with rich life
experience. Thus, what they say is
mostly wise counsel, and young
people should listen to them.

We have compiled these
nuggets of wisdom uttered by old
men of the various ancient schools
of thought into this series Wise Men
Talking, and added explanatory
notes and English translation for the
benefit of both Chinese and
overseas readers fond of traditional
Chinese culture.
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As the saying goes, “If an old dog barks, he gives :

~ counsel.”

Old men, who walk more roads, eat more rice,
read more books, have more experiences, enjoy more
happiness, and endure more sufferings, are experi-

~ enced and knowledgeable, with rich life experience.

Thus, what they say is mostly wise counsel, and young
people should listen to them.
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The Spring and Autumn (722 —-481 BC) and War-
ring States (475 - 221 BC) periods of Chinese history -
were a golden age for ancient Chinese thought. In those
periods, various schools of thought, together with many

sages whose names bore the honorific suffix “Zi”, e-
merged and contended, including the Taoist school,
Confucian school, Mohist school, school of Logicians,
Legalist school, Military school and Yin-Yang school.
Numerous and well known, these schools of thought
were as brilliant as the Milky Way.

Later representatives of these schools of thought

flocked to the Jixia Academy of the State of Qi. Duke

Xuan of Qi was an enlightened ruler, famous for making
an ugly but brilliant woman his empress. The duke pro-
vided board and lodging, as well as government subsi-
dies for experts and scholars coming to give lectures,

and never inquired about their backgrounds. For those »\
willing to hold official positions, the duke appointed them :

guest officials, built mansions for them and paid them

high salaries. Those unwilling to take up official posts

were kept on as advisors. This was an era when “one
hundred schools of thought contended and a hundred
flowers blossomed.” The scholars debated in forums,
and wrote books to expound their doctrines: Some
preached benevolence; some, righteousness; some,
inaction; some, absolute freedom; some, aversion to
offensive war; some, attack by stratagem; some, the




goodness of man’s nature; some, the evil nature of
man. Some said that relatives were not relatives; some
said that horses were not horses; some urged the im-
. portance of knowing oneself and one’s enemy; some
. said that benevolence knew no enemy... And they left
~ behind many splendid classic works of scholarship. ‘
Unfortunately, this situation did not last long. When
Qin Shihuang ( reigned 221 - 206 BC) united all the }
states of China, and ruled as the First Emperor, his
prime minister, Li Si, ordered that all books except
those on medicine, fortune telling and tree planting be
burned. So, all poetry collections and the classics of the
various schools of thought were destroyed. Emperor Wu |
(reigned 140 - 88 BC) of the Western Han Dynasty
made Confucianism the orthodox doctrine of the state,
while other schools of thought, including the Taoist and ;
Legalist schools, were deemed heretical.
These other schools, however, managed to sur- °
vive, and an abundance of their classical works have :
been handed down to us. These classical works contain
many wise sayings and profound insights into philosoph- ;
ical theory which are still worthy of study today. We
have compiled these nuggets of wisdom uttered by old ',;
men of the various ancient schools of thought into this
series Wise Men Talking, and added explanatory notes
and English translation for the benefit of both Chinese '
and overseas readers fond of traditional Chinese cul- ‘
E  ture.




2, fBmsF (2)
To love him means not to let him indulge in comf

W% H, THAL (4]
He who always has a full stomach but does nothing.
meaningful is simply a good-for-nothing.

e T3, A=z Lisl (6]
A gentleman will not go astray. . .

FHORRE, FHERZ (8)
1 will not enlighten my students until they have realt
tried hard. . . =




ABAZAEH (10)
Do not worry that your abilities are not appreciated. . .

ANBICHL, BAFLAST (12)
Don’ t worry about having no official position, but do worry
about your ability to fulfill a post. ‘

AXTEH S, TRWOFE=S (14)
lll-gotten wealth and rank are just like fleeting clouds to me.

AEHAL, AFEHB (16)
Do not get involved in the government affairs that are not
your responsibility. ‘

KIEAEIA (18)
As long as one does riot step out of bounds in big matters. . .

M4, AikEFIF (20)
In the face of benevolence, do not give precedence even to

your teacher.

EAFE, ANHAH (22)
People who follow different political paths do not take counsel

with one another.

B PABL, FF2Z LA (24)



‘Regulated by the edicts and punishments. . .

TEAIN, LAHLB (26)
A man of virtue can never be isolated. He is sure to have
like-minded companions. ' ‘

$r, AWZE, HEs (28)
At home, a young man should be dutiful towards his
parents. . . '

KSR, SRR (30)
The Duke of Ye asked Zi Lu about Confucius. . .

ACREAE, ANimiiE (32)
When ones parents are alive,one should not go far away.

R EEZA4E, AR AHW (34)
One must always keep in mind one’s parents’ birthdays. . .

& el sk (36
| would pursue wealth so long as it could be obtained
legitimately.

HS5H, BAZRd (38)
Everyone desires money and high position. . .



TakEHE, e RIHER (40)
A craftsman must prepare his tools beforehand in order to

do his work well.

95 AR mE ST T (42)
Being strict with oneself and lenient to others is sure to save

one from ill will.

WZEZA (4)
In ancient times, people didn’t say things lightly. . .

SmAM, EIEgR (46)
Not to correct the mistake one has made is to err indeed.

SSEA I (48]
Going too far and not going far enough are equally bad.

Uf2F S (50)

To be eager to learn indicates wisdom because it may
eliminate stupidity.

JanT & (52)
Young people have great potential for achievements.



SRR, 2T A (54
Do not impose upon others what you do not desire yourself.

WA K, WAZBMHRES (56)
Striving to be the first and fearing to lag behind. . .

LGRS (58)
When you meet a man of virtue, learn from him.

Rz (60)
If one respects the spirits of the dead and the gods. . .

B A% (62)
A gentleman should not be like a utensil.

ETAUFAAN (64]
A gentleman does not promote a man whose words are

pleasant to his ear.

P ELHE AT (66)
A gentleman takes it as a disgrace to let his words outstrip

¢
his deeds.

BEFRAZFE (68]
A gentleman helps others fulfill good deeds...
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HTE%5 (70)
When gentlemen become impoverished , they can still
persevere in virtue.

HrFmAE (72)
A gentleman unites with people of principle and never follows
others blindly.

BiFEANESR (74)
A gentleman devotes himself to studying the academic system

of ideology instead of seeking food and clothing.

HRED, /DAKIEAN (76)
A gentleman sets strict demands on himself while a petty
man sets strict demands on others.

B, BT (78)
How can one be called a gentleman if one betrays

benevolence.

HFEICKRM, fEIsR% (80]
A gentleman seeks neither a full belly nor a comfcrtable

home.

HEWHEE, DAKBUS (82)
A gentleman is always broad-minded while a petty man is

always full of anxiety.



B TRMAL (84]
A gentleman always keeps even-tempered without being
arrogant. . .

BT K (86]
“«A gentleman makes friends through his learning. .. ”

BB ARE (88)
What a gentleman worries about is not poverty but if there

are right principles throughout the country.

BFAILE (9]
A gentleman concentrates on the following nine things. ..

BFA =7 (92]
A gentleman should maintain vigilance against three things. . .

RGN T S TT (94)
A gentleman should be careful in speech and quick to act.

FHrzitdn, MHAZEE (96]
The gentleman’s errors are like an eclipse of the sun and

the moon. ..

B oim A (98)
A gentleman pays attention to faithfulness rather than small

matters.



