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Introduction

Introduction

As a practician, the author systematically describes the advanced agricultural
techniques and management methods introduced from foreign countries like Israel. The
book includes the characteristics of Israeli agriculture. new cultivation techniques for
modern greenhouse production, advanced techniques like drip and micro irrigation for
water-saving agriculture and optimizing application of fertilizer, techniques and
management methods for soilless cultivation, industrialized seedling cultivating, and
environmental control of greenhouse by computers. Meanwhile, the book has intro-
duced the key peint for cultivating horticulture plante selected from Israeli varieties,
and has also brought some new ideas for adoption and development of introduced
technology.

The book is written in easy and fluent style with colorful and lively pictures. It
will show you the advanced agricultural techniquese and management method abroad.

This is a book combining theory with practice, management methods and tech-
nology. The text is explained in simple term with excellent pictures. It will be in-
valuable to leaders at different levels in agricultural fields, planners and designers for
establishment of high-tech agricultural demonstration zones, senior managers ,
agronomists in modern horticultural science, and teachers and students participating in
modern agricultural training courses. It will also be useful to teachers and students at

agricultural universities or colleges for reference.
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Preface

Preface

China and Israel have great difference in land area, but agriculture has always
been the base for the social development and an important component of national
economy in both countries. With great efforts made by a generation, Israel has trans-
formed desert agriculture into a modern one, which has received world attention. As a
big and ancient country in agriculture, China is making efforts to introduce and
adoption new agricultural techniques from abroad and to narrow the distance with ad-
vanced countries. Sino-Israel Demonstration Farm located in the suburb of Beijing has
made a successful step in this field and has shown the people a lively and compre-
hensive scene of modern Israeli agriculture.

This book is the main part for Sino-Israel Demonstration Farm in complementing
the state key programs in the Eighth Five-Year-Plan. With the support from former
State Science and Technology Commission, Department of International Coop-
eration and Department of Science and Technology of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, and with the technical assistance from the Chinese Academy of
Agricultural Sciences, Sino — Israel Demonstration Farm has conducted a sys-
tematic analysis and summery in all-round and a multi-tiered way on intro-
ducing and adopting advanced foreign techniques by more than three years
practice, set forth the feasible suggestions for popularization, spread and
development of these technologies introduced from abroad like from Israel,
and provide policy-making basis for government department at different levels
in China.

By successful introducing of advanced techniques from abroad, protected
agriculture in China has developed at an unprecedented rate. In recent two
years, the design and production units for different kinds of greenhouse,
vinyl-house and complete sets have sprang up like mushroom. - Water-saving
agriculture and intensive agriculture have been developed rapidly. With large
number of new varieties introduced from abroad putting into the market, they

have promoted the selection and development of new horticultural varieties.



Preface °

Many high-tech agricultural demonstration farms are spreading in a vast expanse of
rural areas. Masses of agrotechnicians with new ideas, who are using new knowledge to
improve traditional agriculture, are growing up. China agriculture is striding forward

toward knowledge economy era.
I wish to express my sincere thanks to Prof. Xin Naiquan, Chinese Academy of

Agricultural Sciences, who read a draft of the book and suggested a number of

major improvements.

Author
1999, 11.
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