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‘LLesson Five

LANGUAGE FOCAL POINTS

PLattern Drills . :
1. Can you help me to get to the bench over there?
Help can also be followed by an infinitive without
“to”, as in )
[ helped him mend his bxcycle
On his days off he helped his comrades wash and
mend their clothes. . ’
These tablets will help you sleep.
This book will help you improve your English.
The omissoin of to'was once condemned as an Ameri-
canism and is:now.accepted in British English’
Bat when we use help in the passive, to cannot be
omitted: e. g : ’ ’
you’ll be helped to improve yous English.
Text A : .
2. I'mLi Fangfang from Class Thro..-wAlso of Class Three.
:3- I hear you're going to teach us this term. :
Here hear (the simple present tense) means have: heard
(the present perfect tense). S
» More Examplest - s il

I hear you are going to get married.



I hear that your country is beautiful.: -
we hear for certain that the vessel has sailed
for London. ' '
4. | think I’m going to take Class 3.
' to take — to perform, do, to deal with
~ In this sentence, to take means to teach Class
Three or deal with the teaching of Class Three.
5,'3 couple of —atwo things related in some way,
but not necessarily matched or part of a sety two
- things of the same kind. e.g. _ R
I found a couple of socks in the bedroom, but they
don’t make a pair. ’
b) infml. a few, severaly small_numl;er;»e.g.
[’11 just have a couple of drinks.
6. on the staff — On here indicates membcrship.
Similar examples with on ir this sense:
. on the committee; on the team; on the jury,
7. Yes, I’ve met all those teaching English,
' “teaching English® is used as an attribute modifying
“those”. It can be rewritten as:e++ who teach English.
8. Looking out of the window.
~ out of——from within, away from inside, e.g.
She took a piece of candy out of .the box.
" I sipped some soup out of the bowl.
9. In some subjects '
In can be replaced by either on or about. ,
Subjects refer '_tb fields or aspects of learning or
knowledge. - :



SUPPLEMENTARY EXERCISES

| . Suggested questions on Text A

1, Who is Li Fangfang?

2, Whom is she talking with?

3, Is Professor Smith going to teach Class Five?

4, What does he want to know?

5, How many students are there 1n this college this
year?

6. What are the foreign students doing in this
college?

7. Are there any foreign teachers on the staff?
8. What does Professor Smith think of the campus?

I . Dictation

This is our institute. There are five departmeats
in our institute. Each department has one language
laboratory. Students often go there to listen to all
kinds of tapes. There is a big library in our Insti- .
tute. Teachers a;nd students read language books and
magazines there.

The students of our institute come from different
parts of our country. They study English, German,
lapanese, Spanish, Russian and French. There are
“about one hundred foreign students studying Chinese
in our institute.

ORAL AND WRITTEN WORK

3. 1) A What’s your name, please?



2)

A; Where are you from?

B, How do you do?

B, There is an English film,

B,y Carve Her Name with Pride.

A: No, l1dida’t. The ofie | saw was dubbed iato
Chinese.

By Are you coming to see il todight?

B, Ok. See you.

KEY TO THE EXERCISES

. 4.

5.

1
2)
3)
4)

1)
2)
3)

S 4)

B

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Is there 5) there are
There s 6) There will be/is; Won’t there?
s there /lsu’t there?
Tuere 15 7) There isy there are
8) There is
no/little; some 5) little/no
some 6) Any; a little/some »
any 7) some/a little

A few/Some/No/few 8) A little

Are you free this afternoony | want to talk over »
matter with you. "
Quite a few comrades went to the Summer Pajace
yesterday. i

Five comrades in our class are from the Soeth. Four
of them are from Sichuan, )
Do you know there is an importddt artiele 1n to-
day’s newspaperg S v ;

There are many-peaple rowing in thepark acar our



6)
7)

8)
9)

college.

I have several questions to ask you. ‘Are you freep
Do you know a woman Comrade was looking for
you just now?

Is there anything I can do for you?

She has two brothers in the army. One serves on

Hainan Island and the other in a unit near Wuhan.

10) Is there anyone who wants to watch the a¢robatic

D
2)
3)
4)
1)

2)

3

4)

5)

8)

show?

colleges 5) sweets 9) districts
University 6) sugar 10) regions
fruit 7) Altogether 11) mugs

nut 8) together 12) jugs

I hear you’ve been to Tibet. -

[ wonder if you cofald tell us about your visit.

—1I wonder if you could get me some _tickets for to-
night’s film.

—Ok.

—How is the weather in Sydney?

—It’s not bad. It’s rather mild in winter.

1°d be glad to take a couple of pictures before I go.

—How was the Burns’ Evening?

—Not bad. A couple of actors read Burns’ poems
first in Chipese and then in English. I liked that.

—I hear you can play the guitar.

—I started learning only a cpuple of months ago.
I'mafraid I can’t play very well,



NOTES TO TEXT B

l.

2.

5.

A library is a collection of books,--

A RkEE B, -
---the person who looks after it is called a librarian.
------ ARBBRLAEMABRIEREHER,
“who looks after it” RZFEMNH, &Hi“the person”; “is
called a librarian”qiffj“is called” L4k shif 4, “librarian”
e BmAME.
In the reference section are books which may not be
borrowed from the library.

RRAMEYES, HTFLBbsFEAMEEM 4, H
BELREEA W AT, SR,

LA LUAE BRE NN BRESS K.
The fiction section contains novels and stories. They
are arranged in alphabetical order according to the
author’s surname.

MNEREAENDMEER MR, XEMIREREE
Stk B -5 g MR P Sk B o
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens is placed under D for
Dickens, A book by someoune called barley comes be-
fore it and one by an author named Donnelly follows it.

ERWE - KEHFTE (BHBULY , HBFRES I G
T EF DAL, —A 5 F(Darley) T ) B ik 72 «<B &
LY BYRYTE, VO S9%I (Donnelley) 5 f BRERE.
--but the best known is the Dewey Decimal System in-
vented by an American called Melvil Dewey.



EBRBAEAN (7R RHBET3M. ERH—0HE
IRYER « MR REARBIN.

. If you cannot find the book you want on the shelves,
you can look it up iin the catalogue.

MREEBRERABRFTHER A, LKA LIZER
B,

. In the latter case you can reserve it and the librarian
will let you know when it is available.

ER—MMET, KRTLHEY, NS EEEER
38R,



Lesson Six

LANGUAGE FOCAL POINTS

Pattern Drills
1. Class 5 are learning an American song, aren’t they?
A word in the singular which refers to a group of
people (Like family, team, government) can often he
used as if it were plural, esp. in British English.
e.g.
My family are wonderful. They do all they can for
me. [ don’t know any other family who would
do so miich.

“How are the team?”

“Oh, they are very opti-
mistic.”
The government are hoping to ease the restrictions
soon.
Some of the words and expressions which can be used
in this way are:
family, team, government, committee, club, class,
school, union, choir, ‘ochestra, staff, jury, firm,
defence, the labour party, the British public. etc.
Note that these words are not used with plural verbs
when they have a(n), each, every, this or that before
them. Compare:

10



A team which 1s full of ruihustism 1s more hikely
to win.
These words can be used with singular vcrbs and pro-
nouns. This happens when we sec the group as an
impersonal unit. ‘
The tcam s at the bottom of the third division.
The government is made up of senior members of
the four main right-wing parties
The average family which now consists of four
members at most s a great deal smaller than
it used to be.
Note the use of which 1n the last example.
2, For the wall-newspaper, | suppose.
I suppose in this sepltence simply means [ think
But it can be used to cnquire politely about some-
thing (respectfully inviting an affirmative answer).
e.g.
I suppose you’re busy just at the moment?

It can also be used to suggest unwilling agreement,
e.g.
“Can you help me for a minute?” — “| supposc so.”
"3, It takes time to catch fish.
to take time — to need/require a period of time.
More cxamples:

It was merely a matter of shock to the nerve
centres. Such a thing sometimes took time to
mend. The important thing was not to worry.

The safest procedure would be to get written

11



