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INTRODUCTION

Chinese for Beginners is composed of a coursebook and three companion books, namely, Chinese
Characters Workbook , Reading Comprehension, and Listening . The course is intended for beginners
learning Chinese as a foreign language. The compilers’ aim has been to make the course practical,
precise and interesting. As it is for beginners, the coursebook contains the material which is most nec-
essary and which can be used immediately by the student in daily life. The language points are ar-
ranged so that easy ones come before difficult ones and simple forms come before complicated forms.
Explanations present material in a way which meets the needs of students and is easy to learn. We be-
lieve that textbook compilers should never attempt to present all material at once and that strict distinc-
tions should be made between a language textbook and a grammar book. It is important to make text-
books interesting. In these respects we have attempted to compile a textbook which will encourage, not
frustrate, students.

The following is a brief description of each section of the lessons in the coursebook .

1. New Words: The whole book presents approximately 1,200 words, an average of 15 in each
lesson. A vocabulary index including all the new words is attached to the end of the book as an appen-
dix. All the words are given in characters and phonetic transcriptions in the pinyin system with their
parts of speech and English equivalents provided. In order to provide students with a more exact under-
standing of the meanings and the usages of the words, some words are given explanations rather than
just English equivalents. Nevertheless, students should not expect to learn the meaning and usage of a
word by depending only on the English translation which often holds true only for a particular context.

2. Texts: The texts cover a wide range of typical situations in students’ social life and campus
life. The language used is natural, standard and vivid. Special attention has been given to introducing
aspects of Chinese culture, while maintaining a level suitable for beginners. In these ways, the basic
material is covered thoroughly and, at the same time, students remain interested .

Most of the texts are followed by notes which contain explanations of: 1) expressions and idioms
related to Chinese culture; 2) difficult grammatical points which occur in the text but have not yet been
covered; and 3) colloquial expressions.

3. Phonetics: Students using this textbook will get thorough training in phonetics. We have intro-
duced, explained, and emphasized points that are typical of Chinese phonetics and particularly difficult
for beginners to grasp, in addition to using the Scheme for Romanization of the Writing System of the
Chinese Language usually found in other Chinese textbooks .

A. Initials and finals: The characteristics in producing Chinese compound finals are emphasized

in this textbook .
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B. Tones: The four tones constitute a special obstacle for beginning students of Chinese. To over-
come this obstacle, we have designed more exercises on tones. In practicing successive syllables, we
have avoided the usual practice of giving only polysyllables by also including word groups, phrases,
and even simple sentences. This aids in learning the changes of the third tone, that is, of successive
third tone and half-third tone syllables. In addition, the figures used in this textbook are more illusta-
tive than the traditional ones.

C. Stress and intonation: In learning Chinese phonetics, most students commit more errors of
stress and intonation than of sounds and tones. Stress and intonation form the second main obstacle to
progress in pronunciation after sounds and tones. This textbook gives considerable attention to the char-
acteristics of Chinese stress and intonation and provides a number of relevant drills.

Phonetics is an important element of the language and should be practiced throughout the whole
elementary learning stage. Therefore, in this textbook, there are pronunciation drills in all the lessons,
not just the first few.

4. Grammar: This textbook includes the basics of Chinese grammar. Simple and easy points are
presented in the first few lessons and complicated points in later lessons. The difficult points are intro-
duced in the following manner: First, individual sentences including the grammar points are given so
that students are exposed to them in contexts; then, when a point is explained, it is done gradually
over two or more lessons. ‘

The grammatical points are explained explicitly and familiar formulas are used to emphasize their
function in actual use.

5. Exercises: Exercises and drills on phonetics, grammar and sentence patterns are provided in
this textbook . In the drills on phonetics we have laid emphasis first on the difficult sounds and tones
and later on stress and intonation as geared to the particular text; exercises on grammar and sentence
patterns are designed to emphasize everyday usage.

At the time when the textbook development group was established, it consisted of six teachers
from BLCU, namely, Lu Jianji, Li Jiyu, Liu Lanyun, Ding Yongshou, Huang Zhengcheng and Qiu
Yanqing. They were in charge of writing Chinese for Beginners and another set of textbooks respective-
ly. This volume in the series was written by Lu Jianji and Li Jiyu. Before it was formally published,
the book was revised thoroughly by Lu Jianji, the chief editor, and Li Shizhi and Xiao Xiumei, who
used it for many years. Before the publication of the present edition, Xiao Xiumei made some neces-
sary alterations.

Our thanks should go to the teachers who used this book and have provided us with many valuable
suggestions and comments during the last 20 odd years, especially those who taught the experimental

classes during the trial stage of this book.
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M TTEHEAZTIRAA
A DESCRIPTION OF CHINESE VOWELS
AND CONSONANTS™

7t & VOWELS

Al FOERR, EVNRK,EARE . BB aZE]

It is produced with maximum aperture of the mouth, the tongue in the lowest posi-
tion and the lips not rounded. The simple final Q is pronounced [a].

la]l BAUBAIWET, RESLWIMHR. 2688 ai,-ia" ,-ua,-uai F1 588 &
an,-uan,-Gan, 1§ a $EE[al.

It is produced almost in the same way as [a], except that the tongue position is a
bit more forward. The Q in the compound finals i, -ia, -ua, -udi and in the na-
sal finals -an,-uan, -0an is pronounced [a].

o]l FEBLAIRE , HES(AIMERE. E8#E8 go,-ico MBH & ang,-iang,
-uang¥ B a #EE[al,

It is produced almost in the same way as [4], except that the tongue position is a
little more to the back of the mouth. The Q in the compound finals @0, -ido and
in the nasal finals ang, -iang, -uang is pronounced [a] .

] FFOREREFMERREBEAE. BB e BIEIv],

It is produced with a medium degree of aperture, the tongue in mid-high position
a little to the back of the mouth and the lips unrounded. The simple final © is
pronounced [¥].

L] HOMAET, RES[xIHR, EE48E e F1 e k(e

It is produced almost in the same way as [ ¥], except that the tongue is a little
more forward. The © in the compound final @i is pronounced [e] .

] FOEFE, FAEF . BB en,eng KB er F I e i£1E[a],

It is produced with a medium degree of aperture and the tongue in central posi-

tion. The © in the nasal finals @n, eng and in the retroflex final er is pronounced

* BEAECE  RAEPERAEARTY . TH.
The hyphen “-” preceding a final indicates that the final cannot stand for a syllable by itself.
1



