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Abstract

Mythologies are the cultural treasures in the early stages of mankind.
This dissertation focuses its study on the mythologies of the various national-
ities in China. Motif, as it is called, is the most natural and basic ele-
ments in mythical narration. These elements may exist independently in the
various channels of mythology inheritance, and can reappear or recombine
in other literary forms or cultural products. Motif, as a particular unit for
quantitative and qualitative analyses of the mythologies of various nationali-
ties, has an obvious function of methodology.

First of all, this book clarifies the method of study on the motif, ex-
amining the definition, formation of the motif of mythologies and its basic
characteristics of being objective, direct, sequential, ambiguous, typical,
holy and combinational. By means of differentiating the motif from the con-
cepts of prototype, genre, theme and subject, this book further standardi-
zes the concept of the motif. Based on this, and in the standard of objec-
tivity and unity, the motifs of ethnical mythologies used in this book are ba-
sically classified into the motif of origin, the motif of the names of gods,
the motif of calamity and the motif of sequence and, furthermore, these
basic categories are classified according to uniform standard, so as to adapt
them to different levels in the analysis of mythologies.

The main body of this book deals with the connotation, generality
and particularity, inertia and evolution of ethnical mythologies. Firstly,
the motif of mythologies contains very rich substance. Generally speaking,

the motif of ethnical mythologies contains not only the history, life and re-
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lationship of a nation, but also the national culture and emotion. Many
motifs of ethnical mythologies possess the significance of the prototype and
are valuable to analyze, and particularly in the analogies and symboliza-
tions of the motif, one can clearly perceive the ideological contents,
veiled ideas and tendency of the times. Secondly, in the course of their
historical evolution of the mythologies of different nationalities, generality
and particularity of the motif are formed. On the one hand, the motifs of
the mythologies of different nationalities often display the same or similar
taste and interest and have regional or collective characteristics, manifes-
ting some common characteristics of the function of the motif. On the oth-
er hand, the motif of mythologies can also display differences in connota-
tion, characteristic and structure. But the generality and particularity of
the motif of any ethnical mythologies are relative, with the characteristic of
each producing and being accompanied by the other. Thirdly, the forma-
tion of the motif of any ethnical mythologies is the result of gradual accu-
mulation in the evolution of the history, and the accumulation of the motif
is influenced by the conditions of productivity, national identity, forms of
mythology inheriting and other cultural factors. The spread of the motif
has its special patterns and it can spread orally, in written form and
through the aid of other material culture. Meanwhile, the motif of mythol-
ogies evolves in the course of its spread, including the extension and re-
duction of its connotation, and the variation, decline, disappearance of
it. This kind of change also has a close connection with such factors as the
development of the society, the influence of religions and the infiltration of
culture.

The ultimate purpose of any kind of research is for practical applica-
tion. So at last this book discusses the influence of the motif of ethnical

mythologies upon literature of the later ages. As crystallization of early hu-
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man culture, the motifs of mythologies have produced very important
effects on literature of the later ages, especially on the birth, growth and
writings of the narrative literature, reflecting the evolution of the human
culture. The influence of the motifs of mythologies on the cultural ideolo-
gies and living customs of different nationalities should not be ignored.
Such questions as the national beliefs, world outlook, outlook on religion
and morality as well as outlook on rights and wrongs, all have countless
links with the motifs of mythologies. A motif of mythologies can extend
and become a cultural mentality of a nation, and sometimes it appears to
be the habits of life and production, customs of festivals, and conventions
of regions. In a word, the motifs of mythologies are a rich source of the
national spirit. By the research of the motifs of ethnical mythologies, it is
not difficult to find that, among the fifty-six nationalities in China, there
exist a national harmony and cohesion of “possessing the individual beauty
of its own kind, recognizing the unique beauty of others, sharing the
common beauty and building an ideal society of Great Harmony” as well

as a harmonious relationship of common development and progress.
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