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Abstract

In the 20" century, study on scientific methodology in modern
western linguistics has obtained plentiful fruits, in which the distinc-
tion between langue and parole and the one between metalanguage and
object language are essential. Owing to the emergence of the metalin-
guistic theory in philosophy of logic, the study in linguistics is still
weak as a whole, of which the deep systematic elaboration has not
made so far, and because of the different tradition of linguistics and
the limitation of literature, the study on linguistic metalanguge of man-
y important modern western linguist has not been expounded and in-
herited. In fact, language has been the common research object of
western philosophy, logic and linguistics all long. The distinction be-
tween metalanguage and object language had no sooner become a car-
dinal methodological principle in European structuralist linguistics
than the metalinguistic theory emerged. The study of metalanguage in
linguistics doesn’ t regard language as means but ends, which has
obtained important fruits in exposing the essence of language and form-
ing linguistic systems, besides assimilating reasonable content of phil-
osophical metalanguage study. It is one of the theoretical guarantees in
promoting continuous growth of modern linguistics.

The Metalinguistic Theory as A Methodological Principle is a dis-
sertation on the theory of metalanguage from the angle of methodologi-
cal principle, which under the guide of linguistic theories and meth-
ods, metalanguage that is the important common task of modern phi-
losophy and linguistics is systematically clarified, which the concept,

property and content of metalanguage in the area of philosophy and
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linguistics are explained, which the relation and distinction between
the metalinguistic theory in philosophy and the one in linguistics are
clearly elucidated, which the couple of categories of metalanguage and
object language are really brought into linguistics and the methodologi-
cal significance and content are elaborated from the angles of form,
function and application, which a new figure, that is the metalinguis-
tic figure is put forward in incorporating the principle in the study of
modern Chinese.

This dissertation takes four steps to reach the conclusion. First
step is to summarize the characteristics of metalanguage as well as the
current research achievements of the metalinguistic theory and to clari-
fy the signification of “methodological principle” by defining and dis-
criminating several terms such as metalanguage, object language and
language. The second step is to trace back to the origin of the theory
in philosophy and to illustrate the contents and the principled mean-
ings. Focused on glossematics, structural semantics, metapragmatics
and the theory of metalinguistic function, the third step is to demon-
strate the theory of linguistic metalanguage which inherits and develops
the one of philosophy. Combined with the Chinese linguistic practice,
the last step is to analyze the metalanguage figure by examining cur-
rent metalinguistic research status in the rhetoric field.

This dissertation is made of six chapters:

The first chapter will show the relationship and discriminations
between metalanguage and object language by employing both philo-
sophical and linguistic explanation of the two terms. Metalanguage has
three traits, that is relativity, stratificity and reflexivity. From the cog-
nitive perspective, this part also examines the logic evidence for dis-
criminating metalanguage and object language. Additionally, tracing

back to its origin, the metalinguistic theory can be divided into the
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formalized and the one of natural language. As a conclusion, this
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chapter will point out three orientations to the study of linguistic meta-
language.

The second chapter tries to retrospect to the origin of the theory
and find the prototype for the pairs of metalanguage and object lan-
guage, on which according to this chapter, modern mathematics and
modern logic have key effects. In fact, mathematician, philosopher
and logician B. Russell and G. Frege discriminated metalanguage
from object Janguage. Logical semantics by Tarski and logical syntac-
tics by Carnap established the metalinguistic theory. Convention T,
linguistic formal theory, mention and use, self — reference, linguistic
paradox are both the components of philosophical metalinguistic theo-
ry, which not only has direct effects on the establishment of the theory
of linguistic metalanguage but also as a principle of modern methodolo-
gy set significant effects on the linguistic turn of modern philosophy as
well as the western humanities and social science.

The third chapter is planned to illustrate the metalinguistic theo-
ries in interpretative linguistics ( semiotics) [ not including the metal-
inguistic researches from the perspective of function . This section
mainly dedicates itself to four aspects: The relationship between the
meta — semiotic model established by Hjelmslev and other philosophi-
cal metalinguistic theories; R. Barthes’ development and application
of meta — semiotic models; J. J. Katz’ s, J. A. Fodor’ s and A.
J. Greimas’ contributions to semantic metalingistics; the metalinguis-
tic researches about natural languages undertaken by A. Wierzbicka,
pointing out that the renovations of metalinguistics as linguistic term
systems can be ascribed to two distinctive types: the internal type and
the external type.

The fourth chapter is due to discuss the past of Jakobson’ s the-
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ory of metalinguistic function and the exposition of traits of metalan-
guage in speech made by Jakobson and Greimas. Metalinguistic func-
tion is a part of language functional systems and can be related with
poetic function, though in great contrast with its structure. Metalin-
guistic function, which mainly embodies itself in translation, interpre-
tation, designation and definition, can be described according to its
duals and equational proposition or appositive relations. Above all, it
can be explained by one of the fundamental structural relations of lan-
guage, namely the similarity relation and relative process of choosing
language , which demonstrates that metalanguage is the foremost aspect
of linguistics. This chapter, on the other hand, tries to prove the ex-
istence of metalinguistic competence from the perspective of aphasia
and children language acquisition.

The fifth chapter logically provides two kinds of definitions of
metapragmatics and illustrates two meanings of metalinguistics in the
sense of linguistics. It lays emphasis on two distinguished western lin-
guists, J. L. Mey and J. Verschueren, who tried to analyze the fun-
damental structure of metapragmatics and metapragmatic awareness.
Furthermore, it studies on G. N. Leech’ s metagrammar and meta-
language in natural language as well as other metapragmatic phenome-
na such as metalinguistic negations and the like.

The sixth chapter ambitions to find out the content of rhetorical
metalinguistic theories in structural semantics and semiotics, summa-
rize the contributions of “three — one” theory made of Mr. Wang Xi-
jie, and then raise the “metalinguistic figure” in Chinese language by
the way of combining the principle of differentiating metalanguage from
object language and delving into metalinguistic cases of daily commu-
nications, such as mobile telephone messages in order to specifically

analyze the phenomena of positive or negative deviation, potentiality
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and conspicuity.

The dissertation reaches conclusions as follows: It is necessary to
keep the principle of differentiating metalanguage and object lan-
guage , which behaves as the foundation of scientific linguistics and
the stereotype of language. Metalanguage is the most fundamental is-
sue in linguistics. Metalinguistic researches are conclusive to reveal
the nature and system of language, and to improve the scientification,
formalization and systematization of all the branch theories of linguis-
tics.

Originality and creativity :

A, Having systematically combed modern western metalinguistic
theories for the first time in China. B, Interpreting the different con-
cepts, peculiarity and contents of metalanguage between linguistic and
philosophical studies, and illustrating the relations and differences be-
tween these two fields. C, From the angle of categories of linguistics,
it demonstrates that metalanguage is the most fundamental issue in lin-
guistics. D, Advocating three properties of metalanguage: relativity,
stratificity , reflexivity. E, Analyzing and to some extent improving
theories of linguists such as L. Hjelmslev, Greimas, Jakobson. F,
Delineating two types of renovations of linguistic terms system: inter-
nal type and external type. G, Applying this methodological principle
to analysis of Chinese language and lifting the hypothesis of “metalin-

guistic figure” in Chinese rhetoric.

Key words: metalanguage, object language, methodology,
structure, metalinguistic function, metapragmatic, rhetoric,

metalinguistic figure
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