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Overview of the Course

Times—Newspaper Reading Course of Intermediate Chinese
(Vols I & ] )is a textbook of Chinese newspaper reading intended
for international students who have studied in China for a year. The
textbook may be used for university sophomores, in an intermediate
refresher course, or for a short-term advanced Chinese program.
Each lesson is to be completed in four class hours(45 minutes for each
class hour), and each volume is to be finished in one semester.

Selection of materials comes first in developing textbooks of
newspaper reading. News selected for the textbook must be updated.
Today’s news may become outdated tomorrow, which is especially
true for some emergent events., However, if the content of the news
selected keeps up with the times and the events and figures reported
are what people are concerned about, the materials will not become
outdated in a relatively long period of time.

Different contents need to be expressed in different forms, which
are called the styles. At present, newspaper news has been classified
into three categories—news, newsletters and news commentaries.,
each of which can be further subdivided. A great number of deep re-
ports have emerged in recent years, including expository, investiga-
tive and predictive news. These textbooks have covered varied news
styles. Students are expected to understand the characteristics of the
news in Chinese newspapers in terms of the style of writing through
learning the lessons in the textbooks.

The second problem is the degree of difficulty of the news select-
ed. Relatively short pieces of news appropriate for intermediate
students of Chinese are selected for this textbook. The news selected
in Vol. [l has about 1,000 to 1,700 characters in each piece. After
all, newspapers are natural texts, so the main problem for students in
newspaper reading is the vocabulary. We have made the following ef-
forts to provide students with support in learning the vocabulary; (1)
underlined proper names when they first appeared in the paragraph in
the hope of making the students understand the integrity of the lin-
guistic units; (2) listed and explained idioms or set phrases after the
text; (3) listed and annotated new words in Chinese in Text 1, and

given them annotations in English in the appendix; we have also listed



the sentences containing relatively more new words in “pre-reading
work” of Text 2. The students are required to select an answer from
two alternatives A or B. All these are helpful to the students in low-
ering the difficulty in reading the news,

The textbooks consist of two volumes. Volume ] has 4 units
and Volume [ has 5 units, both of which are divided into 15 lessons.
A comprehensive review is designed for each unit. The lessons con-
tain two parts—TText 1 and Text 2, which are relevant with or com-
plement each other. Text 1 is mainly for intensive reading, while
Text 2 extensive reading.

In Text 1, for the purpose of meeting the needs of teaching,
background information about the topic, style of writing and text a-
nalysis are provided at the beginning, and “after-reading questions”
concerning the text content are arranged after each part of the text.
Besides, news words, sentence patterns, and Chinese explanation of
new words are presented at the end. The students will understand the
characteristics of texts, vocabulary, and sentence patterns of Chinese
news; be familiar with those frequently-used words and expressions
on certain topics so as to master the fundamental knowledge and read-
ing skills of Chinese newspapers.

There is a “prereading work” before Text 2, which lists sen-
tences with relatively more new words in the text. The students are
required to select a proper answer from two alternatives A or B so as
to overcome the difficulty of vocabulary; “pre-reading questions” re-
garding the text content are listed before each part of the text.

There are more exercises in Text 1 than in Text 2. Some of the exer-
cise forms are identical with HSK(Advanced). Unit exercises have adopted
the form of HSK (Elementary-Intermediate), which can be used by the
teachers for tests in the classroom or by the students for self-tests. Moreo-
ver, there is a general review at the end of this book.

The texts and pictures selected in the textbooks are mainly from
the latest Chinese newspapers and the Internet, and the source for
each article is indicated after the text. We failed to contact every one
of the original authors. I hereby express my great gratitude to them,
and I'd like you to contact me or the press.

The compiler
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noun

verb

adjective

adverb

qualified word; distinctive word
(only used to qualify nouns)
classifier ;measure word
preposition

conjunction

auxiliary word

affix
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