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Preface

Dr. Pei — Chih Hsieh, a renowned Chinese Canadian scholar
and social activist, was professor of history at the University of
Regina in Saskatchewan, Canada. As an educator, Professor Hsieh
cared deeply about the nurturing of young people. He worked con-
scientiously at his teaching and saw it bear fruit everywhere.

As a Chinese Canadian scholar, in his many years abroad, Dr.
Hsieh’ s heart was always linked to China and he worked vigorously
to maintain China’ s international image. For the prosperity of the
homeland, he shed blood and sweat. He worked tirelessly and
moved people with his patriotic spirit.

Throughout the years, as a Chinese Canadian, he strove to pro-
mote friendship between Canada and China and advance Sino —
Canadian cooperation and exchange. To this end, he endured the
hardship of dozens of flights across the Pacific to raise understanding
between and promote the friendship of the two peoples. He made his
mark as an ' ambassador of friendship in Sino — Canadian ex-
change’ .

Dr. Hsieh was generous and selflessly helped others without
reservation or reward. He made everyone who came in contact with
him benefit from his kindness. There are countless people who have
benefited from his guidance.

Dr. Pei— Chih Hsieh is a shining example for all overseas Chi-
nese; he is a tribute to Chinese everywhere. In today’ s great tide

of reform and opening up, ever more Chinese are going abroad and
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living in foreign countries. In handling relations between them and
their host countries, Pei — Chih Hsieh’ s example has acquired even
broader and deeper meaning. His brightness forever shines on those
who follow him!

What grieved us most was in his unflagging pursuit of Sino -
Canadian friendship and exchange, Dr. Hsieh lost his precious life in
an automobile accident. In late May 1997, he accompanied the pres-
ident of Royal Rhodes University in Victoria to Beijing for discus-
sions on cooperation with Peking University. Soon after, he left for
Taiwan to visit his father and to help make arrangements for a local
student to study in Canada.

In the early morning hours of June 8th 1997, en route back to
Taibei from Taizhong, the car in which he was riding skidded off
the highway in a hilly area near the Xinzhu area. The car crashed
into a gully and he lost his life. When the terrible news was re-
leased, it immediately sent shock waves to the other side of the Pa-
cific and throughout the mainland, causing profound sorrow.

Peking University (Beida) is a place with which Dr. Hsieh has
had close emotional ties and where he shed much sweat. As early as
1972, he toured Beida on his first visit to the mainland. In 1981, he
spent time here on sabbatical leave. Afterwards, he came numerous
times to lecture, building deep friendships with many people of Bei-
da. His unfortunate passing caused undue sadness among Beida
staff.

In eternal memory of Dr. Hsieh, Beida’ s bereaved decided
they would do three things for him: First, bring Dr. Hsieh’ s ashes
back to the homeland and assist his surviving family in erecting a

gravestone for him at the Wanan Public Cemetery in west Beijing.
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Second, mobilize friends and relatives to make contributions to the
Pei ~ Chih Hsieh Permanent Scholarship in the Department of Histo-
ry at Beida. Third, call on friends and relatives to write articles and
publish them in the “Professor Pei — Chih Hsieh Memorial Collec-
tion” .

After three years of hard work, these three tasks have been
completed so we can happily report to Dr. Hsieh’ s spirit in heav-
en. On the occasion of the publication of the Professor Pei — Chih
Hsieh Memorial Collection, we must first deeply thank the great co-
operation and generosity of Dr. Hsieh’ s family and various friends
and relatives. They took time out from their busy schedules to write
commemorative essays and provided all sorts of valuable assistance.
Without their response and support, these three tasks would not
have been accomplished.

Second, we especially wish to thank Dr. Hsieh’ s father, Mr.
Hsieh Can ~ Zhang and his eldest son, Mr. David Hsieh, for provid-
ing the necessary funds for this book’ s publication. We also must
thank Messrs. Hong Qingming and Fu Chengshuang, two PhD stu-
dents in Peking University’ s Department of History, for their
commitment of precious time and assistance to me in translation,
proofreading and other tasks. Finally, I would like to thank the
Ethnic Publishing House for their great support in publishing this
book.

Yang Liwen, October 16, 2000

(on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of Professor Pei — Chih
Hsieh’ s birth; written in Zhongguancun, Beijing)

Translated by David Hsieh
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