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All the pictures in the two books are a part of my jade collection .They are all Xinjiang jades,
which were mined in Xinjiang, an autonomous region with an area of 1.65 million kilometers in
northwestern China. Hardly can this kind of magnificent jade be mined now. Xinjiang jade is
extremely hard and granular in nature and cannot be easily fractured and must be worked slowly
with the use of abrasive sands, such as corundum of garnet for long periods of time. Of course,

chipping, scraping drilling and rubbing are some of the basic techniques used by the ancient

crafismen in creating various kind of jade objects. These ining artifacts d ate the

hnical and heti ibility of the ancient civilization.

Chinese jade age began in 4000 BC. At that time some beautiful stones were chosen to make
objects for ceremonial and urilitarian purpose. These selected stones were later referred to as
Jade which has been for many generations associated with spiritual and mystical significance.
China discovered an extraordinary amount of ancient buried tombs. Hundreds and thousands of
gravesites were excavated. At these sites, archaeologists discovered mysterious jade objects
buried with the dead. Conditioned by geography and differences of these ancient jades suggest
the existence of a various regional jade traditions and culture-each with its own distinguished

character and significance.

China has a long and rich cultural history and a wealth of archaeological material. Time

passed, dynasties transpired, history evolved and civilization flourished, our jade objects remain

e

and remind us of their splendid past.
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