~7 77/ a8 hi b
Ko 7 & /&) 1/ =) /] Al D

P/ s B/ &\\\ == 1/ 1]
ciiet) 7)1
- 4 ;

v/ — (o~ .h\\.\\
V=05 BRI b

7 700 T =3 T




EEBAFREICETF: 01-2005-2854 5
EBEESRE (CIP) B

DEAE/ () HhBRKEE, THH, @ERE N FERRT
A iHhRE, 2006

(% - FAAIBFIERS)

ISBN 7-112-08412-1

1.5... 1.OK... @X... O#... W.Gkz-BHZA-ZE N.TU-
865.65

FRERR A B 4518 CIP g (2006) % 1035128

Le Corbusier: L'Unité d'habitation de Marseille, The Unité d’Habitation in Marseilles /
Fondation LeCorbusier. Jacques Sbriglio.

Copyright © 2004 Birkhauser Verlag AG (Verlag fiir Architektur), P.O. Box 133, 4010
Basel, Switzerland

Copyright © 2004 Fondation Le Corbusier, Paris, pour I'ensemble de I'ceuvre de Le
Corbusier

Transiation Copyright © 2006 China Architecture & Building Press

All rights reserved.

#4542 Birkhéuser Verlag AG HiRR #4540 B+ 8% A

LR o %
BRI X%
RIS Kbt % 4

¥ - A BHINE A5
=t N

BRIER - SRR HE
ENSh BEE& &

TEERT S E AR, RIT ERERESE)

HOE $ OE B #
bR HEF BN R MK
Jb3E o BB R # BR 4 B B R
*
FrA. 787X 1092 K  1/24 EIK: 1046 FH: 450 FF
2006 4F 12 ASE—AE 2006 4F 12 A — % ER
Efr: 48.00 7T
ISBN 7-112-08412-1
(15076)
REAE BEDR
MEENRE R RAIG, ATEARs
(BB 100037)
Fi Rt http://www.cabp.com.cn
W L4555 http://www.china-building.com.cn




The Unité d'Habitation in Marseilles

OENE



—




Le Corbusier:
The Unité d’Habitation in Marseilles

TR EL T ERTED
OHEAR

(] Here - i BRI g
thh e #

¥ @Ak A



Contents

Foreword

Orientation Guide

— Promenade architecturale

— The backdrap of Marseilles

—~ A brief outline of the Unité
d’Habitation

- Access

~ The grounds

— The facades

- Colour scheme of the facades

- The pilotis

- The "cap”

— The entrance foyer

- The raised “artificial ground”

- The interior streets

— The apartment types

- Upper E apartment

— Lower E apartment

- The south-facing apartments

- The other apartments

-~ Communal service areas

— Other areas

History of the Project

- Background

— The beginnings of the scheme

— Le Corbusier in Marseilles

- The commission

~ The architectural team

- Four sites for one plan

- The second site

— The third site

— The fourth site

— The Modulor and Grandeur
Conforme

— From architectural design to
building

- A bottle-rack structure

— The foundations and structural
frame

- Prefabricated components

- Finishing works

- Technical equipment

= Building contractors

~ The construction phase

- 1949 prototype apartment

6
8
10
36

38
40
43
50
57
58
62
63
68
69
74
74
99
100
101
101
105

118
120
121
131
131
136
139
142
145
145

148

149
152

153
156
158
160
163
163
170

=k

]
=33
-BRBS
-SENES

- SELABHEHA
- AR

- it

)

- VENEESE
- RER=H

- MiBF

- ARKT
-EEH CAIMEER"
- AERHNE

- AEmER

- TLE BAE
- "TE BAE
-BANABET
- Rt A®BET
- AHREETE
- Kb =8

ARitE

-HR

— WRIBIFF A

— % - FIHEBLDR
-£RK

- BRIIEA

-~ AROORGH
g s

S =t

- BRI

- BEMEENRE

-~ MBI EIBRY
- BRERE

— M RFMER LN
- Ful AR 4>
-WREIH*

- BRgE
—AEH

- I

—1948 FHHAR ST

100
101
101
105

118
120
21
131
131
136
139
142
145
145

148

149
162

153
156
158
160
163
163
170




— The last touches
- Inauguration
— Hand-over
Half a century on

Post-Marseilles — the four

other unité blocks

— Unité d'Habitation in Rezé
(1953-1955)

— Unité d'Habitation in Berlin
(1957)

- Unité d'Habitation in Briey en
Forét (1956-1963)

~ Unité d’Habitation in Firminy
(1959-1967)

Conclusion

Notes
Chronology
Technical Data
Team Members
List of Contractors
Addresses
Bibliography
{llustration Credits

172
174
178
178

180

184

197

211

218

225
231
236
239
241
241
243
243
243

-EE
— EALsaL
- B%

~R/ERH it

HEHSEMAMIIETE
B
- ERMELER
(1953~ 1955 £ )
— IR EE ST
(1957 )
- HERRMANEFSE T
(1956~ 1963 £ )
- EXENEETET
(1959~ 1967 4E)

=i

TR

FR
AR
BRIBA B 5
RRERS
Hb Ak

SE Xk

B A B0

172
174
178
178

180

184

197

21

218

225
231
236
239
241
241
243
243
243



Foreword

This study of the Unité d’Habitation in
Marseilles, built between 1945 and
1952, forms one of a series of guides
on Le Corbusier’s most acclaimed
buildings. The series covers a number
of housing designs, including the La
Roche Jeanneret villas (1923-1925) (1),
the Pessac estate (1925—-1927) (2), the
Villa Savoye (1928-1931) (3) and the
apartment block at 24 rue Nungesser
et Coli (1931-1934) (4). One of the
underlying purposes of this present
guide, which also encompasses an
overview of the four other unité blocks
built by Le Corbusier in France and
abroad, is to demonstrate the culmina-
tion of Le Corbusier's research into
housing — a period of studies and writ-
ings that lasted almost half a century.

Over the fifty years of its existence,
the Marseilles Unité has continually
kindled intense debate and interest. It
is now ranked among the world's
greatest architectural works, proving
- should proof still be required ~ Le
Corbusier’s belief that housing is an
essential ingredient of architecture
and vice versa. It is a belief that un-
derpins the seminal nature of Le Cor-
busier’s compositions, setting them
apart from the other masterpieces of
the Modern Movement. He himself
relayed his thoughts for the last time
on the subject just one month before
his death, in a text bearing overtones
of a will, entitled "Only thoughts can
be transmitted”. He notes: “| have for
50 years been studying the chap
known as ‘Man' and his wife and
kids. | have been inspired by one sin-
gle preoccupation: to introduce into
the home the sense of the sacred; to
make the home the temple of the
family”. (5)
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The notion of the family and family
lifestyle may seem out of touch with
today’s world of globalisation and
two-speed society — a world where
culture clashes and identity crises are
prevalent. At the very least, it is a no-
tion that may seem less of a priority
than in the aftermath of the Second
World War. This is far from being the
case, however, for housing is key to
each and every individual. As such, it
should be viewed as central to archi-
tecture, from which it seems to have
been estranged. That is why revisiting
the history of Le Corbusier’s unité
blocks is of such import. It is no nost-
algic journey into a relatively recent
past, but rather a reminder that if ar-
chitecture is to last it must transgress
the boundaries of fads and trends. in
short, it must have substance.
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