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Jane Eyre

Jane Eyre

Mrs Fairfax:
Here is Miss Eyre, sir. She has just returned.
Rochester:
Let Miss Eyre be seated.
Did you expect a present, Miss Eyre?
Jane Eyre:
No, sir.
Rochester:
Are you not fond of presents, then?
Jane Eyre: .
I hardly know, sir. I've had little experience of them.

Rochester:
Hm! You’d do better to be more like Adele. She de—

mands her presents. You beat about the bush®.

Jane Eyre:
I have less confidence® in my deserts®, sir, than she
has.

Rochester:
Generally, Miss Eyre, or in this instance®?
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Jane Eyre:
In this instance, sir. Generally I know what to ex-
pect.
Rochester:

" You’ve been here, er, six weeks.

Jane Eyre:
Yes, sir.

Rochester:
And you come from ...

Jane Eyre:
Lowood, sir. A charitable® institution®.

Rochester:
How long were you there?

Jane Eyre: '
Ten years.

Rochester:
Ten years! Must be tenacious® of life. But then, you
have the look of another world ... in your face. Who
are your parents?

Jane Eyre:
I never knew them, sir.

Rochester:
And who recommended® you here?

Jane Eyre:
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Jane Eyre

I advertised. Mrs Fairfax answered my advertisement.

Mrs Fairfax:
And very glad I am, that I did so. Sir, Miss Eyre has
proved invaluable.
Rochester:
Flattery ® will not bias® me, Mrs Fairfax ... I shall
judge for myself. Well, what did you learn at
Lowood? Music? Do you play?
Jane Eyre:
A little.
Rochester:
Of course! They all play “a little”. Well, go to the pi—
ano. Play something. Enough, enough! You do, in—
deed, play a little. ~
Jane Eyre: '
I was not wrong, then, in my assessment®.
Rochester:
You’re very cool. An orphan® child of low degree,
where do you find such coolness? '
Jane Eyre:
Out of my head, sir.
Rochester:
The one I see on your shoulders?
Jane Eyre:
Yes, sir.
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Rochester:
And has it other furniture® of the same kind within?
Jane Eyre:

It is well stocked, I hope, sir.

Rochester:
Well, what are you about, Miss Eyre, to let Adele sit
up so late? Take her to bed.

Mrs Fairfax:
He doesn’t mean to be rude. It’s partly his nature and
‘ partly...
Jane Eyre:
Partly what, Mrs Fairfax?
Mrs Fairfax:
Oh, doubtless he has painful thoughts to harass® him.
You must not take offence®.
Jane Eyre:
I did not. Nor will I. Though, that will be of little
consequence® to him.
Mrs Fairfax:
It is of consequence to me, my dear. Good night.
Jane Eyre:
Good night.

Rochester:

Let her go. Believe me, she has no need of you for a
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while.
You examine me, Miss Eyre. You find me hahdsome?
Jane Eyre:
No, sir.
Rochester:
Upon my word, you are blunt®! What will you say
next? That 'm lame® Well, you are no prettier than I
am handsome, but you’re nothing if not honest.
Jane Eyre:
And you know that already.
Rochester:
Sit down. Sit down. If you please.
You must allow me to give orders, Miss Eyre. If for no
other reason than that I am twenty years older. Would

you not agree?

Jane Eyre:
Surely, sir. That depends on what use you made of
your time.

Rochester:
Hm. By God, you have a point. Well theh, have I no

right to hector® you? I'm in a hectoring mood.

Jane Eyre:
Of course, sir. Your claim® wins on the grounds that I

am employed here and you are not.
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