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Unit 1 The Expression “Nuts and
Bolts” and Its Story

Now the Special English program, Words and Their

Stories. :

Every machine is held together by its nuts and bolts.
Without them the machine would fall apart. That is also
true of an organization. Its nuts and bolts are its basic,
necessary elements. They are the parts that make the or-
ganization work. In government, industry, diplomacy,
in almost anything, those who understand the nuts and
bolts are the most important. Success depends more on
them than on almost anyone else.

In goverment, the president or prime minister may
plan and shape programs and policies, but it takes much
more work to get them approved and to make them suc-
cessful. There is a mass of detailed work to be done,
the nuts and bolts. This is often put into the hands of
specialists.  The top leaders are always well-known, but
not those who work with the nuts and bolts. This is
equally true in the day-to-day operation of Congress.
'The majority leader of the Senate and the speaker of the
House of Representatives, ;6gcther with the c¢hairmen of
committees, keep the business of Congress moving. Be-
hind every senator and congressman, however, are as-
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sistants. These people do all the detailed work to prepare
congressmen to vote wisely on each issue. The top as-
sistant is the eyes and ears of the legislator, /

In diplomacy the chief ministers are unquestionably
important in negotiations, but there are lesser officials who
do the basic work and preparations on the different is-
sues to be negotiated. A recent book tells of a British
Prime Minrister who decided to send an ambassador to Wa-
shington to learn if details could be worked out for joint
action on an issue. ‘“The talks in Washington,” the min-
ister said, “‘would be of nuts and bolts.”” He mgeant, of
course, the talks would concern all the necessary elgments
to make joint action successful.

In a military operation strategy decisions are impor-
tant, but muvch more time is spent on the nuts and bolts,
generally called logistics, of how to transport and supply
an army. It has been said that Napoleon was successful
because he knew the field position of every one of his
guns. He gave careful attention to the nuts and bolts of his
operations.

The extreme importance of nuts and bolts was ex-
pressed by the Elizabethan poet George Herbert. He
wrote, “For want of a nail the shoe is lost. For want of
a shoe, the horse is lost. For want of a horse, the rider is

?  Benjamin Franklin carried these lines even further.

lost.
He wrote, ‘For want of a rider, the battle was lost. For

want of a battle, the kingdom was lost. And all for the

L2



want of a horse-shoe nail.”’

Words and Expressions

a)

b)

d)

hold together: cause something to remain united 1
% |

The pages of the pamphlet are held together with fins,
INHET B BT Kk B —

nuts and bolts: the working or moving parts or elements
of a machine; the simple facts; skills; duties of a job
WRIRAERET, EAER, @Y

I can drive a car, but I don’t know anything about the
nuts and bolts of its engine. WLFKZE, HEXNK
ERFYI TR — T,

‘The ministers discussed the general outline of the plan
on joint action, but left the nuts and bolts to their
subordinates. K 1318 T B A 130 HRIB A 36 B,
MEHTEATRELHE,

deperd on / upon: be determined by My, K#
Whether he will succeed or fail in his career will de-
pend on his effort and ability. 135 Mk iy AR B
THeH B Fges.

put into the hands of: entrust, let someone carry out

. feffE|

e)

The nut&angl belts are putinto the hands' of spec1ahsts
%ﬁﬁfﬁ“’%i&)\ﬁ%&bﬂ»

keep sb./sth. doing sth.: cause someone or something to
contiune to do something [ 4k 4 k45



These top leaders keep the business of Congress | moving.

BURREAS ABULSTEESTAE.
His strong will keeps him going on with his studies

 despite heavy odds. it %R B A BHOR B E R R0

g%,

“vote: express one’s choice in response to a proposed

decision H#rHE, iy&

These specialists help the congressmen to vote wisely

“on an important issue. X#EWARBPHVALEE

] BB fy e ok b1 Y BB B

g) jointaction, usually in the phrase “to take joint action”:

to act together E:&%73h

The two countries agreed to take joint action in the
war against their common enemy. FHEREZEEMNEMN
M3 ERA TN R A 155,

Exercises

I

~ Answer the following questions:

1) What is meant by ‘“‘nuts and bolts” ?

2) Who are responsible for the nuts and bolts in gov-
ernment work ?

3) What is the top assistant responsible for ?

4) What, according to the British Prime Minister,
would the tatks'in ‘Washingtori bé 'aLout ?

5) On what is more time usually spent ina rmhtary
opération ? g

6) Why was Napoleon successful in his military ‘ope-



rations ?

7) Why is the rider lost according to the poet ?

8) Why, according to Benjamin Franklin, was a king-
dom lost ? '

II. Translate the following into English:

D MHEFEHHBFEXLEHAEAE—E.

2) RATHHIALEE X E Y,

3) KA LUMRIEHE, IS,

4) JLEEBKEEAR Wi R Al R

5) WA EIFH /MK, RBAEX—Z

# x
A A 2 5 TR
H—HHLEREBETRTREE—R, BHEM, N

BREME, —~HUGRRR, EREERRTREEN

Bty BATSHE . BIRROUE R, &

B, Tob. SAESWITE, FLFEMERE, BETH

ST ARRER, (AILILT SRS AN

w8
EEFWEF, BARY AT BT R A RER,

ERERTRE LSRN AR, DEHSBEH

T, HEMEREKRRLETIE, HQRETHERYT

f, BRTHEEZASLARES. LRSS ABES N

A, TR AT A RIS AR, ZEW & B R

t, WOSLFIREINI . BB Z O OO, AWBEE, B

BREANBREMEN, REENSTHENER, HES—F

SURTMAURR TR AAHT, T AP K ET

L] 5 *.-‘



18, MEBAMIZERER B S —A R Fo A H P H o
Eo. “AHEHTFHRAURAKER,

E%ﬁ*sﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ*ﬁﬁéiﬁw HE A
—RREER, NEIRR SRR BT o
#ro BOEH A BRB| — B MR ER —HL K f % 2%
W, UTHETIR—-FEITRATHNA N, XAUEH
B, “ARERBINITRRIRIBRTHRMN.” MR R NR R
B RREBR TSR AL BERE Y.

EERETEH D, RWRELEEEN, HEESHMNEY
BAFERAR B R MG XF R AHEE L, IREEN K
BBIAEL BREBRCZHUKYE, REENbAEC T
VMR, X8 o ERITIHNN TR+ ERK,

PP EARRKFEATG - AR TATRHRRE
B, WEHE DT BT, DEBERET PT-RE
B, GRETs ST—LY, WERET"HAH - B2
RAREXILABEMURE, M5E. DT -1%L, R
TTs 2T, EERZET. X—~WLeBHTLITH
B¢k B — BT T ‘
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Unit 2 The Expression “Dark
Horse” and Its Story

Words and Their Stories, a program about special
American expressions.

Sports and politics have given the language many
colorful expressions. One of these is “dark horse”. In
racing it means a horse that runs much faster than expect-
ed and comes in first,even though the experts said it had
little chance of winning. In politics, a dark horse is an
unknown candidate for office who wins a nomination or an
election.

British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli is believed
to have been the first to use the expression. He wrote
about it in his book The Young Duke, which was publish:d
in 1831, 1In the book Disraeli describes a horse race, He
tells how the two top choices fell Lehind, while a dark
horse, which never had been thought of, rushed past the
grandstand in a sweeping triumph.

As a political expression, ‘“‘dark horse” appeared for
the first time in a national Democratic Party convention
of 1844, The dark horse was James Knox Polk. Polk
had been the leader of the House of Representatives from
1835 to 1839, He also had been governor of the state
of Tennessee, but as a natjonal leader he was considered

27 .



a political nobody. Nevertheless, Polk surprisingly won
- the Democratic nomination and was elected president.
This is what happened. Martin Van Buren of New York,
a former president, scemed sure of getting the: nomination,
but he opposed making a territory of Texas part of the
United States as another state. He was against it because
there was slavery in Texas. Then Buren did not want
another slave state in the Union. ' As a result, he lost
support among those Democrats who supported slavery.
At the 1844 convention, Van Buren could not get enough
votes to win the nominaticn. The convention was dead-
locked. The Democratic leaders decided that the only
wise thing would be to run a dark horse, a man who could
unite the party. So one of the party leaders proposed
the name of James Knox Polk. Polk won and the party
united tehind him. He defeated his opponent, Henry,
Clay of the Whig Party, to become the eleventh president
of the United States. . ‘

- After the 1844 convention, the dark horse candidate
becayn e an established fact of national political life. Every
four years as 1o:h the Republican and Democratic Par-
ties begin their national conventions, there is the possi-
bility of :urprises. Sometimes the choices for the nomina-
tion are clearly established before the convention opens,
but one cannot always be sure. There is always a chance
that sgme dark horse would come out of nowhere and run
off with the top prize.

LR B




Words and Expressions

a)

b)

d)

dark horse: a horse that wins a race unexpectedly; an
un]mown candidate who wins a nomination or election
BD, “BOREA

Every once in a while a dark horse candidate gets
clected President. MBTf&E—“BI”HEAY LN
Bk |
nomination: proposing by name for offices %
The committee has the power of nomination for official
posts. FTREHWRAILRALE.

think of: have the idea of, dream of #8%|

He had never thought of getting the nomination for that
office. {BRAR YR SBA MR PHRA.
1 wouldn’t think of doing such a thing. FREARS
AR X TXMEHN.

nobody: person of no importance JFTRBEMA
He is a nobody in the field of science. fUZERER
RPN, '
deadlocked: brought to a complete standstill g
BRH . o o
The deadlocked peace talks gave first signs of reviving
yesterday. B4 PRI AT HRARRD BENBR.

run: cause a person or a horse to take part in a contest

or a race (ARG SMmise

' “They won’t run the horse in any rate this season. 4

MRS XL SR BN LR,



Exercises

L

II.

Answer the following questions:

1) What is meant by a “dark horse” in politics ?

2) When was it first used and by whom ?

3) Why was Van Buren not nominated ?

4) ‘Why was it said that James Knox Polk was a dark
horse ?

5) Why was the Democratic Convention. of 1844 dead-
locked ? '

6) Why is there always the possibility of surprises at
national party conventions ?

Translate the following into English:

1) BKEZE, ~MARENLRBESER,

2) WhBIR AR HHNRHE A,

3) BB S XKL,

1) MEXERARNTAREZHAD,

5) KUARHZIRHN, REEHETH.

6) MBI LERBEMAYH AR AR,

® X
RERXRTRERBEHWE, “WHELE,
-HEERDMBOGS TEBFSHW SN FE, Kbz

—RRBE, ARDY, EHRNE—LEEERIANIL
FREBETRE, AT PRSI ANBON NS ST BI80
—, EEGL, ‘BE7ERBRARERNTRLGR
EA.
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EPEE G AR - W R RS - XA
MA. MFEI83L4E H ARICER A B — B iR BIX H iy — T
O, ERPHERT -8R, hil, WLEEEGFKDE
BY, M—LiEdRERDNBGUEERENKRE GE
U

N BOATE, “BOD7RPBHAFEIBMERERLENR
Fhek, MBLMEFSBL WM PR, BRRE
18352 1839 4F #HAE R W BE UL, iR XM H ATMM K, B
RUBKRGRAIREREER, MR- B ENDAY. R
MPREL AT HRB TRERORSL, HFEH &R R
Go HEAXHN, AANKRGREELTELE, MUFE
ELRBRA, HEMBRNEHBEN, HERIEEN
XM MEXEIRBRBRENARE, AERS
REBFE - ERREM . XHE—RUEERE THLHF K
RERERANER, EISMFEHRERELLE, BHLR
ARG RELRBRE. REXSHTER, RER
MEMITRENY, w—URRMEREEE-TRERE
Mo = BRI EREMA. TRE—OIH ST AR ER
E e WREE - WRR. BARRBTRS, 2K —HH
Po MR T X F— SRR F A - 3K, MOAREST
—EBE. '

BBUERZRSFE, ROBEENCRINEEBEIREE S
REEENEL, S, HAMEMRELSHREAN
BR&H, BREHAR TN AN, FHHEER A B E
REXEHARRC ST AHFEHE, BRUATREKTE
BE, RAELF - ERDAMEN AT B H R, FE
Tk, BRETRERERFEN.,
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