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r year 2002 will witness
I]]P the centennial celebra-
tion of Nanjing University, a university
with a complicated history in the
course of its development. One part of
the university could be traced back to

(SNU)
and another part

Sanjiang Normal
founded 1n 1902,

would find its origin in University of

University

Nanking (UN), a missionary college.
At the end of the 19th century
when China found itself in a national

crisis, the Qing government was

pressed for reforms, among which was

the call for the reform of the old edu-
cational system. In August 1901, Em-

peror Guangxu decreed that provincial

n

governors and educational officials

should go through careful plans to

PeTgce

found universities.” Henceforth, univer-

sities  were remolded

founded or
throughout China. At this juncture, Liu
Kunyi, the governor of Jiangsu and
Zhejiang,  proposed the founding of
SNU. With preparatory work started in
1902, Liu’s successor Zhang Zhidong
started this university in 1903.

SNU was located in Sipailou at
the southern foot of Jilong Mountain,
formerly the site for the Imperial Col-
lege of Ming Dynasty. To the east of

the campus there was the

Purple
Mountain, to the west the Drum Tower
of Nanjing, to the north Xuanwu Lake,
and in the middle the Pearl River run-
ning through the whole campus. Sur-
rounded with beautiful scenery and im-

mersed in the scholarly atmosphere of



the highest educational administration
of Ming Dynasty, the university has
produced generations of talents in the
past one hundred years.

SNU went through a number of
changes in the course of history. It was
successively renamed Lianjiang Normal
University  (1905), National Nanjing
Normal College(1915), National South-
east University (1920), No. Four
Zhongshan University (1927), National
Jiangsu University (1928),  National
Central University (CU, 1928), National
Nanjing University (1949), Nanjing Uni-
versity (1950).

UN,  the other predecessor of
Nanjing University, was founded by
Christian missionaries. UN could trace
back to the missionary Huiwen College
founded in 1888. In February 1910,
the Huiwen College and the missionary
Hongyu College merged into UN.

In 1952, the restructuring of Chi-
na’s institutions of higher learning
brought the liberal arts faculty and sci-
ence faculty of UN into Nanjing Uni-
versity.  The engineering faculty of
Nanjing University and some related
departments from UN formed Nanjing
Institute of Technology (now Southeast
University). Another dozen universities
and colleges branched out from what
was formerly CU and became indepen-
dent institutions.

Onginally, CU (SNU) was located
in Sipailou, and UN to the west of the

history,

Drum Tower. In the restructuring of
1952, CU campus became the campus
of the newly founded Nanjing Institute
of Technology because it was quite im-
practical to move away the laboratories
and affiliated factories around the cam-
pus.  Therefore,  Nanjing University
moved to UN campus. On both cam-
puses, there were many grand build-

ings, which displayed a combination of

Chinese and Western architectural
styles.
Although  constantly renamed,

Nanjing University has kept a consis-
tent academic tradition. From the spirit
of "aspiring for great achievements in
the face of hardship” advocated by
President Li Ruiqing of SNU to the
motto "honesty, grander, sincerity, and
diligence” of CU and UN, Nanjing U-
niversity developed its motto into "pre-
cision, truthfulness, diligence, and inno-
vation.” What has been retained is the
spirit of academic integrity and schol-
arly aspirations on Nanjing University
campus.

Nanjing University finds the beau-
ty of its campus in its classic ele-
gance. The antique buildings on the
campus add to its academic atmo-
sphere. Amid the greenery of trees and
vines, these architectures have survived
and they impose a solemn
grander on the campus with their ma-
Though these buildings

are separated on two different campus-

jestic beauty.
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es, they manifest the same kind of
sublimity, reminding us of uninterrupted
academic tradition of Nanjing Universi-
ty.

Built between 1922 and 1933, the
buildingg on CU Campus were in

classic Western style with grand

Most buildings on CU Cam-

pus used standardized Ionic columns

columns.

decorated with simple geometric archi-
tectural components,
solemn sublimity. On the well laid—out
campus, the buildings were symmetri-
cally arranged with orderly roads and
expansive lawns in between, radiating
with the rich ambience of a Western
University campus. The auditorium,
built in European style of the Renais-
sance period with a bronze dome and
a crown-like dormer, was the landmark
on CU Campus. In terms of size and

quality, the gymnasium, the science

building, the biology building on the
campus were among the finest architec-
tures in China in the 1920s.

The present Nanjing University
campus used to be UN campus. The
buildings on UN campus were con-

1910 and 1937.

Founded by American missionaries, UN

structed between

adopted traditional Chinese architectural
styles for its buildings to avoid Chinese
repellence against Western culture. De-
signed by American architects and
Chinese architects educated in America

and Europe, the buildings on this

imbued with a |

campus, modeling themselves after the
Qing-style Chinese palaces, were asym-
tower

metrically arranged around a

(North Building).

tiles on the roofs and some bricks tak-

Except tor the glazed
en from the city walls (the city walls
of Nanjing were disintegrating at that
time), most building materials were for-

Although the buildings

rather

elign imports.

displayed apparent  Chinese
styles,Western architectural conceptions
left indelible marks because they were,
after all, built in a time when Western
culture began its intense interaction
with Chinese culture. Setting up lawns,
for example, was commonplace on
Western campuses; closely resembling a
clock tower in Western architecture,
the high -rising tower did not really
match the surrounding buildings. On
these Westernized Chi-
nese —style buildings were among the
first of their kind. The dozen buildings,
including the North Building,  were
With the

Drum Tower of Nanjing in the back-

UN campus,

once the highest in Nanjing.

ground, they stood stately on the slopy
campus, merging naturally into the sur-
rounding landscape.

Collecting in one volume the pic-
tures of different antique buildings on
the campuses of Nanjing University and
Southeast University, this album offers
a glimpse of Nanjing University from
its architectures. Let it be the witness

of the history of Nanjing University.
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