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Passage 1

In early 1966, Australian media hear Rupert Murdoch selected
his daughter. Elisabeth, to be the general manager of his British
satellite television operation. It proved that blood is thicker than
water in the Murdoch empire, just as in most family businesses.

There is nothing wrong with Elisabeth’s being the apple of a
proud father’s eye; it seems unlikely that the canny (¥ ¥E 8)
Murdoch should promote an ineffectual child to a high position in his
company that is full of risk-taking, _ .

There is no doubt that the wrong appointment in a family
company can lead to its fall and break, Those who have worked for
such companies and seen the death of themn because. of the
incompetence of usually third-generation children know .this to their
cost, o _ ' S .

No fewer than 75 percent of all British companies are curréntly
family-owned. These families, in effect, employ half the country’s
workforce so their performance matters to everyone. Like any
family, they are more likely to guarrel with each pther; yet most
continue to plant their children on the board, in the hope that they
will succeed. Some do, some don’t, '

“There is always a problem raising the kids to take over the

business,” says Gerald Levan, an American author and expert in the




study of family businesses (in the States. 95 percent of businesses

are family owned). “Many lack self-confidence because they know
that everything they have—nice clothes, free homes. free cars-is not

of their own making, This lack of self-confidence may not appear in

the children's outward behavior, but remove the surface and you'll
find it there.”

1.

Which of the following is probably NOT the reason why Murdoch
selects his daughter to be the general manager of his company?
\. His daughter is very capable.

1. He loves the daughter.

(. He prefers to trust his family member.

1), He could not find any other suitable person.

o may lead the family company to its [all and break alter
the appointment.

A. The lack of trust

Ii. The struggle for power

(. The incompetence of the third-generation
I). The quarrels among {amily members
The family business .

\_ has influence on every British man

I, plays a minor role in Britain

(. only employs family members or relatives i3Sy

). takes less than 75% of all British companies

The ususl problem facing the children of the head of family
business is X - wrrpiutitd
. their incompetence ot
1%, their lack of experience vt '
. their lack of confidence i Sl
[). their extravagance(ZE %) it hared

The élement which leads to the problem mentioned in the third

question 1s k
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A. they are too young

1. they are spoilt by their parents or grandparents

(. they are given too much money

ID. the family prepares every thing for them and they have no
sense of achievement

Passage 2

For most dog owners, the expression “work like a dog” doesn’t
make much sense, While the typical canine (X ) companion
certainly gives his owner immeasurable happiness, it’s obvious that
he lives a life of remarkable leisure, Our pets gracefully go from the
carefree days of childhood directly to the rest and relaxation of
retirement, skipping the working part of life entirely.

But some dogs happily perform very demanding jobs for much of
their life, putting in a full day’s work just like the rest of us. Guide
dogs, one of the most familiar sorts of working dogs, provide an
invaluable service to humans. They help blind or visually impaired
(¥ HBELKEE) people get around in the world. In most éountries,
they are allowed anywhere that the public is allowed, sothat they
can help their handlers be any place they might want to go.

Every day, they help their masters get from’'place to place more
safely, To do this, a guide dog must know how to keep oii a direct
route, maintain a steady pace, stop at all curbs (B4 ) until
told to proceed. This capacity is extremely important at crosswalk,
where the handler and dog must work very closely together to
navigate (3 B ) the situation safely. When the team reaches the
curb, the dog stops, signaling to the héandler that they havé reached
a crosswalk, Dogs cannot distinguish the colors of ttaffic lights, so

the handler must make the decision of when it is sale to proceed

across the road. The handler listens to the flow of traffic to figure




BEXER

out when the light has changed and then gives the command
“forward”. If there is no danger, the dog proceeds across the road in
a straight line, If there are cars approaching, the dog waits until the
danger is gone and then follows the forward command.

Guide dogs enioy their work very much. and they get a lot of
satisfaction from a job well done, but there is no room for typical fun
during the work day. When a guide dog gets home at the end of the
day, however, it will play and soak up praise just like an ordinary
pet. Guide dogs work very hard every day, but they lead extremely
happy lives, full of lots of attention and stimulation.

1. The writer beheves that
A. pet dogs are typical companions of blind people
I5. working dogs are forced to work hard for a long time’
(", dogs enjoy a leisure life after their retirement

13. dogs are allowed to go to any public place
2. What does the word “team” (Para. 3) refer to?

A, The dog and his owner,

H. A group of guide dogs.

', A team of traffic police.

1. Walking people on the sireet.

3. When arriving at a crosswalk,. _

A. guide dogs will instinctively stop when the lights change

i5. guide dogs won't move until the handler gives an order

(", the handler will signal the dog to wait

1. the handler will command the dog to avoid traffic

4. According to the passage, guide dogs

A, have no fun if they don’t work

8. are not allowed to play but work

€. like to be treated as pets

[). need praise and attention from their owners
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5. Which of the following statements is N{¥T Lrue?
A. Guide dogs belong to a certain kind of working dogs.
3. Pet dogs can not distinguish the colors, but guide dogs can.
€. Guide dogs can help their handlers pass the crossway.

D). Generally speaking, guide dogs perform very demanding jobs
for much of their tife.

Passage 3

“Everybody loves a bargain” is a well-known saying. A bargain
is a good deal, It is something you get for less than its value. One
person’s useless, ugly, or hroken object can be another person’s
bargain, That is why so many Americans do not throw things away.
They put them outside their house, They put on a “For Ssle” sign.
And, as simple as that, they have a yard sale.

Over the years, many people's houses fill up with objects;
books or haby clothes, These objects are no longer useful to the first
owner. Yet it seems wasteful to throw them away., Often, people
must make a decision about things when they move to a different
house. “Let’s have a yard sale.” they say,*“Then we will not have to
move the things we do not use anymore. And we can make a little
money at the same time. ” The sellers put a paid announeement in a
tocal newspaper. It tells: when and where the yard sale will take
place. It lists some of the things to be sold. These sales: are very
popular during weekends in spring, summer and autumh.

Early in the morning, all the things to be sold are carried out of
the house, Then they sit all day in the sunlight-—like tried guests at
a party—waiting for someone to take them home, Usually the seller
puts a price on each object at a yard sale, However, that price can

almost always be negotiated. By the end of the day. if the object has

not been sold, the seller probably will accept much less.




Serious buyers spend time getting ready for yard sales. They
collect the newspaper announcements and make lists of the sales they
want to attend. Some use maps 1o plan their trip, They want 1o get
to as many sales as possible. Some people go to yard sales to find a
special thing that they collect. It may be old toy trains ov paintings.
Most people who go to yard sales, however. are not looking for
anything special, They might buy an object simply because it costs so
little, They enjoy negotiating over prices, even if they really do not
need the object. later, they may hold their own yard sale to sell all
the things they have hought,

1. Pcople don’t throw all their old things away because
A\. this way seems wasteful
i3, the things are still useful and valuable
(". they can earn their living by selling them
1), they can keep them as collections
2. The yard sale announcement in a local newspaper
A, will cost the sellers some money
i5. shows pictures of the things on sale
¢". will be paid by the buyers
1), is very short
3. In which scason do people seldom hold yard sale?
A, Spring. 13. Summer,
(. Autumn. 0. Winter,
4. By “serions buyers”(Para. 4) the writer really means
A. these buyers take things seriously
1. these buyers plan their visits to yard sales
(", these buyers really want to buy old things .
1), these buyers never mind the price of the object they want
5. What do people do with things they bought from yard sales?.
M. They just leave them at home.

5. They give them to their {riends as presents.
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{. They throw them away some time later, |
D). They hold their cwn yard sales and sell them.

Passage 4

Crocodiles (#441) only live where it is hot. They are found in
India, Australia, Africa and America. Many centuries ago there
were crocodiles in England, for bones of crocodiles have been found
buried far down in the earth on which London is buile, But Britain
today is too cold for crocodiles to live in. Long-nosed crocodiles are
only found in West Africa. They are shy and timid and because of
this., people there sometimes catch them for food.

Crocodiles may grow to over thirty feet in l.ength. They spend
most of their time lying around in the earth or in the rivers, When
they lie floating in the water, they look like floating tree-trunks and
it is often impossible to teil that they are there.

The crocodiie’s long powerful tail is used when it is swimming.
It is also an excellent weapon because it can be stwung (¥EF) with
great speed and force, One blow will knock down a man or even i big
animal at once. The crocodile is very well protected against its
enemies by the hard bony plates (8% B) which cover most of its
body. But because of the way its neck is formed, it cannot turn its
head from side to side. So it can only see what is in vhe fromtsr.e

The crocodile cannot move its tongue up and down and it has its
teeth cleaned by the crocodile bird. The bird helps the crocodile to
clean the teeth by taking the bits left in the crocodile’s mouth. With
rows of terrible pointed teeth a crocodile grasps its food. Ttmay'bea,
fish, an animal or even a careless man; After it, the animal hiolds it
below the water until it drewns. : R

1. Crocodiles ate not seen in England now because o

A, they have been extinct ' .




i3, people killed and buried all of them
(. they are all hiding in the earth
I3, the weather doesn’t suit them
2. A crocodile is safe from its cnemies because of its
. sharp teeth Ii. powerful tail
(", hard cover i}, long nose

3. The crocodile bird is a helpful companion 1o the crocodile because

A. it tells the crocodile where to find food
i5. it tells the crocodile when there is danger
U, it guides the way for the crocodile
11, it cleans the crocodile’s teeth
4, Crocodiles can be very dangerous becauge
\. they appear to be weak, but actually they are not
I3 they can not be easily noticed when {loating in water
", they often get help from crocodile birds

I they can swim with speed and force

3. The word "drowns” (in the last sentence) means .
AL gets upset I gives in
. swims away ). dies under water

Passage 5

The opera house in Santa Fe, New Mexico, is one of the most
beautiful in the United States., It is small and open, with ane roof
over the stage where the singers perform and another roof over seats
of the audience, This opera in the mountains is one of the best in the
country, which may seem surprising because performances are only

given during seven weeks in the summer, and because Santa Fe is a

very smatl city.
One reason why the Santa Fe Opera is so good is that it attracts




