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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS



Introduction

Jonathan Swift

Swift was an Irishman, born in Dublin in 1667, but of an
old English family. After completing his university educa-
tion at Trinity College, Dublin, he began work in England
as secretary to the important writer and statesman Sir Wil-
liam Temple.

Jonathan Swift soon became an important figure
among the writers and politicians of London. He had
ideas about writing and about political matters — public
affairs and government — which he could put into words
very clearly and cleverly. His political friends were glad
to have him on their side. His political enemies feared
him. -

In 1714, Queen Anne died, and those political ene-
mies came to power. Swift went back to Ireland, where he
was already the Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin.
At first, he had few friends there. But between 1720 and
1730 he wrote very strongly on the side of the Irish. They
felt that their rulers, the English, treatéd them unfairly —
even cruelly at times. And it was good to have a writer like
Swift to attack the unfairness for them. He had a com-
mand of language that made his attacks and his satire bite
deeply. That writing brought him a great many friends in
Dublin and in other parts of Ireland.
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It was during this time that Swift wrote Gulliver’s
Travels, which appeared in the bookshops in 1726.

Gulliver’s Travels

At the beginning of the eighteenth century, books about
travel to unknown places were of great interest to the read-
ing public in Britain. Readers had enjoyed true accounts
like William Dampier’s New Voyage (1697), which de-
scribed his visits to the coasts of what are now called Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.

Then came Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe (1719).
Defoe did not pretend that his story of Crusoe’s life on an
island was true. But he wrote in the style of the true ac-
counts. Like the true accounts, Robinson Crusoe dealt
with happenings and things seen, not with thoughts or
feelings.

Swift saw the importance of that style. He didn’t want
to make his readers believe that the impossible lands in
Gulliver’s Travels were true or real. But he did want to
make them think.

Gulliver’s Travels is satire. Readers find themselves
looking at their own world, its beliefs and customs,
with new eyes. Lemuel Gulliver describes the different
places and their inhabitants in a simple style. He gives us
facts and figures, not opinions, about them. And so we
don’t just laugh at them: we put ourselves in the place of
the Lilliputians and others, and we see ourselves as they
would see us. We laugh at ourselves, and — Swift hoped
— decide to change some of our more foolish or unpleasant
ways.

Because the style is so simple, and because Swift
makes us enjoy his story, Gulliver’s Travels (usually in a
shortened form) has been a favourite children’s book for a
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long time. But it would be a mistake to see it as just a
children’s story; Swift wanted his readers to think seriously
about the world they live in.



