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Lesson One Ceremonial Events

Most of Japan’s ceremonial events came from China. Some of them have
since disappeared, but some are still celebrated in most families.

January begins with New Year’s Day. People decorate the gates to their
houses with pine branches and sacred ropes. They eat rice cakes for breakfast.
Many go to the temples and shrines to worship.

Setsubun at the beginning of February means the end of the long winter.
On that night, the people scatter beans to drive away the evil spirits and to
invite in good luck.

Girls exhibit their Hina dolls on the Doll’s Festival, March 3. May 5 is
the Boy’s Festival when boys put up their carp steamers.

Tanabata is in July. It is the Stars’ Festival. According to a romantic
Chinese legend, this is the one night of the year when the Cowherd Star is able
to cross the Milky Way and meet the Weaver Star.

We have the “Bon Festival” in July in the Kanto District and in August in
Kansai District. Our ancestors’ souls come back to this world during Bon. We
welcome them on the first day and see them off on the last day, lighting the

- way back. The famous Daimonji in Kyoto is one of these events.

In the autumn, the sky is clear and the moon is beautiful. We enjoy
viewing the full moon in September. October is a good season for sports.
Schools hold athletic events, and many people go hiking and cycling.

Autumn is also the season for harvest. Many villages and towns have
festivals celebrating good crops in October and November.

November 15 is Shichi-go-san, when parents take their children aged
three, five and seven years old to the shrines.



Everyone is very busy at the end of the year, cleaning house and
pounding rice cakes. We welcome the new year with the bells of the temples at
midnight on New year’s Eve.
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FAEY (22 D) / New Year’s decorative pine branches / [ 1# (FEHE
LR L3

M (Ld7Z2d) / scatter ropes /  (HA AL SR HEHAE T80
) FBER

BVHT (BWEF) / drive away; driveout / #EHH

U240 (O2E2Y) / the Doll’s Festival / = H = HE &L

Vs A (O AE X 5)  / adoll displayed on the Girl’s Festival day /
ZILKTBRFU B4

S OHEis) (72AZD"E-5<) / the Boy’s Festival / A A LA BET
B H

B0y (ZVWoiEh) / carpsteamer / (BEATHA) 8%

+t# (7=721%7=) / the StarFestival / -tH+t, t#4

Ay (5 LAV / cowherd / HE

KON (BbEDHD) / the Milky Way / i

BE (BYO®) -/ weaver / R

n<¥F v / romantic / R

a# (TAH¥2) / legend; tradition; fable / {5

MR (DAL >) / Kanto / BEMEFHK

BT (A X)) / Kansai / HAMETHX

et (A E) / ancestor; forefather / 5, EA

B (= LV) / soul;spirit / R

KXF (BBH L) / capital; capital letter / KEMFE

®Ee (F2r) / setle;clear / #Hill; HHE: EE

A X7 / hiking / HEERIT: Wik

VA7 YT / cycling / BITFES): BAFTETLE

BE (135 &<) / rich harvest; good(large, bumper) crop / U



tHZ (LLZT&A) / the festival day for children aged seven, five and
three / 11 A 15 B-EHE=H

KB (BF%F 5 L) / housecleaning; spring-cleaning / L&k

KHgR (BFAED) / New Year’sEve / KE=+

®er (X720 / night; midnight / 3%

BR#% (U x=°) / New Year’s Eve; watch night / ‘@&

$& (H) / bell; chime; ring; toll / 4
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O FIALTIRIE RV IEA,
Only Mr. Li doesn’t go home.
O EIATIWOLHAXRBEEITELETI,
Do you only speak Japanese, Mr. Wang?
O FRAYFEITFTLEERZRET,

I watch TV only in the evening.
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O HERBZNHEBTHPEEDEREN DT,
We had Prof. Tanaka’s lecture in this room yesterday.
O SBMEDRT/A—T4—BHvET,
There’s a party at his home tonight.




