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Unit 1 Familiarization with the Ship

The main body of a ship is the hull. It consists of the upper deck,
sides and bottom of a ship. Within the hull are the tween decks or plat-
forms . The uppérmost platform or the upper deck, covers the holds where
cargo is stowed. Cargo is loaded and discharged either by cranes on the
quay or by the ship’s derricks. Derricks are operated by winches. The
derricks are fitted to masts standing on the upper deck.

At sea, the ship is controlled
by the captain and navigating offi-
cers on the bridge. The fore part
of a ship is named the bow and the
rear part the stern. Near the

bridge is the funnel where smoke

and gases pass through from the
engines. The main engine is fitted
in the engine room near the bottom of the ship. It drives the propeller at
the stern of the ship. The anchors, cables and the windlass are located in
the bow of the ship. The right hand of a ship facing the bow is called the
starboard side and the left hand the port side. Crewmembers are accom-
modated in cabins. These are usually located in the rear part of the
ship.

Answer the following questions

1. What is a hull?

2. What is the freeboard?

3. How is the cargo loaded and discharged?

4. What drives the propeller?
5

. Where are the anchors and cables located?



Dialogue 1

( After knocking at the door of the Captain’ s cabin )

C/0:

Capt:

C/0:

Wang:

Zhang:

Capt:

Wang/Zhang :

Capt:
Wang:

Capt :

C/0:

Captain,  Third
Mate Wang Tao
and Third Engi-
neer Zhang Hua
are here.

Come in. I’ ve,

been  expecting
you.

OK, Captain. Captain, 1’ d like to introduce you to
Third Mate, Mr. Wang Tao and Third Engineer, Mr.
Zhang Hua.

Nice to meet you, Captain. ["'m a Third Mate from Chi-
na. I am 23 years old and I am going to do my best.
Glad to meet you, sir. I'm a Third Engineer. I’ m al-
so from China. [ am 24 and I’ ve been working for 5
years.

( shaking hands) Nice to meet you both. I’ m Captain
Brown. Welcome aboard the Blue Ocean . Please take a
seat .

Thank you, sir.

Is this your first time on a container ship?

Yes, it is, and I’ m very excited and a bit nervous. I’
ve never been on such a large ship.

Well, don’t worry. Everyone is uneasy at first. Just
watch your step and don’t get into any trouble. By the
way, have you shown them around, Chief Officer?

Not yet, sir.



Capt:

You see, there are five decks. The hospital is on the
second deck. Please make sure you know where it is.
On the first deck you will find the galley. There is a
laundry next to the galley. The steward will show you

how to use the washing machines.

Wang/Zhang: Yes, sir.

Capt

OK, gentlemen. Time for lunch. You’ Il find the
messroom next to the hospital. That’ s on the second
deck, remember. Enjoy your first lunch. 1’1l see you

back here in an hour.

Wang/Zhang: Thank you, sir.

Dialogue 2

( Being taken to a cabin)

2/0ft:

Wang :

2/0ft:

Wang:

2/0ft:

Wang :

2/0ft:;

Wang:

2/0ft;

OK, I’ll take you up to your cabin. Just follow me. We are on
the second deck now. Your cabin is two decks above. Let’s
take the elevator.

Is the elevator in service all the time?

Except during an emergency. And you should always use good
manners. Shut the door quietly but firmly, that sort of thing.
Here we are. This is your cabin.

Thank you.

The next cabin is Chief Mate’s. And First Engineer, Second
Engineer and Third Engineer’s cabins are also on this deck.
Is Chief Engineer’s cabin on the same deck as Captain’s?
That’s right. There’s a water fountain over there. You see it?
Yeah. What’s the room next to it?

Oh, it’s the laundry room. There are two washing machines.
One is for underwear and slightly dirty clothes. The other is for

heavily-stained clothing such as oily overalls. Please tell Chief

3



Wang:
2/0ft:

Wang:

Officer if they go out of order.

OK.By the way, your English is very good.

Thank you. I’ m very glad to hear that. I often read English
newspapers and try to brush up on my English all the time.
Here, why don’t you settle down in your cabin?

I really appreciate your help. Goodbye .

Dialogue 3

( On the bridge)

Wang:
2/0ff:
Wang:
2/Off:

Wang:

2/0ff:

Wang:
2/0ft:

Good afternoon, sir.

Hi, Third Officer.

The eye height on the bridge seems very high. How high is it?
It is 26 meters when fully loaded and 37 meters at ballast. The
ship is now half loaded so it is about 32 meters.

I see. This is the engine control panel. This must be the tele-
graph. And is this the telephone that connects you to the En-
gine Room?

Yes, it is. All you have to do is to pick up the receiver and
speak . Look, the rest are all meters related to the engine.
Oh, this is the ARPA!

ARPA is very useful. But you should never rely solely on the
radar. Don’t always depend on the radar picture for informa-

tion. Always confirm with your naked eyes, even if visibility is



bad.

Wang: Yes, I understand.

2/0ff: The ship is equipped with an electronic chart system. It shows
the position of the ship by receiving signals from the GPS.

Wang: Well, that’s great.

2/0ff: But please observe the position with your own eyes, especially
for cross bearing.

Wang: Yeah, 1’1l keep that in mind. Is this the GMDSS?

2/0fMf: Yes. I'll tell you about it later.

Dialogue 4

( Showing around the ship)

C/Off: Ah Mr. White, it’s a pleasure to meet you. I’ m Chief
Officer. 1 believe you want to see some places on the
ship?

Mr. White: Yes, very nice to see you. I do want to take a look.

C/Off: OK, let me show you the way. First, we can look at the
bridge. Please tum right and let’s take the lift....It" s
right in front of you there.

Mr. White: Yes, I see. Very good. Everything is so neat and order-

ly.
C/Off: Look, sir, this is our chart room.
Mr. White: I see.
C/Off: Let me show you the hos-
pital . .
Mr. White: Yes, please. ﬁ’t,(
C/Off; OK, go straight ahead -

to the end of the corridor.]

It’ s on the starboard side.



Mr. White: All right, then. Where are your cabins?

C/Off: The officers’ cabins are one level below us. The ratings’
cabins are two levels down.

Mr. White: OK.

C/Oft: Here is the hospital. Do you want to see inside?

Mr. White: No, that’s not necessary. There is somebody in there.

C/Off: In that case Captain Mayer is ready to see you. Please
come this way. We can turn lefi here and his office is on
the port side .

Mr. White: Very good. Thank you for showing me around.

Dialogue 5

(In the elevator Captain is talking to a cadet.)
Capt: Hi, Tom.
Cadet: Good evening, Captain.
Capt: I have some questions about the fire equipment .
Cadet: Yes, sir.
Capt: Is there a fire alarm on the 2™ level?
Cadet: Yes, there is.
Capt: OK, where is it?
Cadet: It's in the laundry on the wall near the door.
Capt: Good. Do you know where the fire extinguisher is for the gal-

ley?
Cadet: Mmm. . .is it outside the galley in the corridor?
Capt:  No, it is in the galley near the refrigerator.
Cadet: Sorry. I’ll have a look.

Dialogue 6
(In Third Officer’ s cabin)

3/0ff: Hi, how are you, Tom?
6



