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FAST READING I Unit One

1. The New World

In the eighteenth century young ladies in Italy were taught reading, writing, mi_xsié and
arithmetic. But their kno“\/iedge of history and geography was very poor. »

Once the French ambassador in Rome was giving a ball to which many important people
were invited. The Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs came very late. A young lady, who was
well acquainted with him, saw him enter the ball-room and asked why he was so late.

“You see, ” said the Minister, “there has been a little accident at the King’s palace.”

The curious young lady asked the Minister to tell her what had happened at the King’s
palace. ’ N _’

“Oh. nothing important, ” answered the Minister. “The ambassador of Brazil, who was
to be presented to the King, forgot to take his credentials with him and was obliged to go
back to his hotel to bring them. If he had left them in Brazil we should have had to wait at
least six months for them.”

“Is Brazil so far from Rome?” asked the lady, who knew very little geography.

“It is in the New World,” said the Minister.

“In the New World?” repeated the lady in great astonishment.

“Yes, in the New World, " answered the Minister in a sarcastic tone, “which was dis-
covered by Christopher Columbus.” 7

When the young lady heard this, she rushed into the middle of the ball-room and shout-
ed as loud as she could:

“Ladies and gentlemen, have you heard the fatest news? A new world has just been dis-
covered by a certain Christophei Columbus.”

253 words
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FAST READING I  Unit One

1. The lﬂew World

. -Comprehension Exercise
1. Italian youhg ladies in the 18th century
a. only learned how to read and write
b. knew a lot of history and geography
c. had little knowledge of history and geography
d. were taught nothing but history and geography

2. Who was giving a grand ball when the story took place?
" a. The King of Italy. -

b. The Italian foreign minister. -

c. The French ambassador to Italy.

d. The Brazilian ambassador.

" 3. The foreign minister came very late because
a. he had had something to do at home

b. he was delayed by a little accident
c. someone was hurt in the King’s palace
d. he was reluctant to come to the ball

4. What happened at the King’s palace? .
-a. The King was late; the Brazilian ambassador had to wait for him.
b. The ambassador left his credentials in Brazil. '
c. For some reason the ambassador had to go back to Brazil.
d. The Brazilian ambassador forgot to take his credentials with him.

5. In this passage, the word “credentials” means
a. a letter of introduction v

b. papers showing one has a right to exercise official power
c. an official invitation '

d. secret documents

6. Where did the ambassador leave his credentials?
a. In the hotel. ‘

..__3__



b. In his office. . »

¢. In Brazil.
d. In Rome.

. At that time it would take to go from Rome to the New World.

a. about three months

“b. atleast halfa year
- €. acouple of months

d. about six weeks

“The NeW-WorId” refers to
a. Brazil
b. Latin America

. ¢ theUS.A.

d. the Americas

The reason why the youhg lady shouted her announcement was that
a. she wanted to broadcast the good news

" b. she was the hostess of the ball ™

.. c. she was well acquainted with the Minister

10.

d. she really knew about Columbus

Her announcement showed she was
a. ignorarit
b. clever

c. thoughtless

. d. knowledgeable




FAST READING I Unit Ope

2. The Romans and the Arabs

The Romans built great “aqueducts” to carry fresh water from the mountains to the cit-
ies. Many of these aqueducts are still standing today. The Romans also built great pipes under:
the ground to carry away the sewage. In Rome, one of these sewage pipes (sewers) is still used
today; it is 2, 000 years old. The Roman Emperors even set up @ governmeént health service.
They built the first great pubhc hospitals in Europe, and they pard doctors to look after poor.
people o

Then the Roman Empire fell to pieces, these civilised methods of treatment disappeared
ffon; most of Europe, for more than a thousand years. People went back to the old ways..
- They lived in dirty conditions which helped to cause diseases; and they asked God to cure the
dlseases They shut up mentally sick people in prisons. Or they burnt them ahve because they
were supposed to have magic powers. : '

. But the work of the Greek and Roman doctors was not lost. Over a thousand years ago;
the Arabs moved into many of the Mediterranean countries. They took big parts of the old
Roman lands. They translated the Greek and Roman medical books into Arabxc Arab doc-
tors themselves made many new discoveries. ,

When crv1l1satxon at last came back to Europe, men once.again translated the Greek and
' Roma_n works on medicine into Latin. Slowly ——very slowly —European doctors discovered
a‘gain“th'e' things that the Greeks and Romans had known so long ago. Slowly, they began to
make new discovexies ‘They found out more about the way the body works——the- ‘way our
blood goes round our “bodies, the way our nerves send messages from our brains to our mus-
cles, the way these muscles move our bodres '

387 words






FAST READING I Unit One

2. The Romans and the Arabs

Comprehension Exercise
~-}. The word “aquedubt” probably means
Y something which was built long ago
b. something invented by a Roman Emperor
c. a big pipe under the ground '
. d. something built to supply clean water for the citizens

4

2. Underground pipes for carrying away dirty water were first built by
a. the Greeks .

b. the Arabs
c. the Romans
d. European doctors.

3. Which of the following is true?
“a. The sewage i)ipes built by the Romans are no longer in use.now.
b. Sewage pipes in Arabia were built by the Romans.
c. A sewage pipe still being used today in Rome was built 2,.000 years ago.
d. The ancient Romans got their drinking water from underground pipes .

4. Which of the following is NOT true?
a. A government health service was set up in ancient Rome.
b. The first public hospital in Europe was built in Rome.
¢. In ancient Rome doctors were paid by the government.
d. Those who were mentally sick were all burnt alive in the Roman Empire.

5. In this article, “civilised methods of treatment” refers to L
a. advanced forms of health care .
b. the way they burnt the bodies of the dead
c. imprisonment of the mentally sick

d. what was called magic powers

6. In Europe. people stopped using such civilised trestents
a. after they discovered better methods

T
7



10.

b. because these methods were too old

c. when they discovered these treatments heiped to cause diseases -
d. after the fall of the Roman Empire

“People went back to the old ways”™ means
a. “they lived in dirty conditions again”

b. “they asked God for help when they were ill”

c. “they did not treat mentally sick people properly”
d. all of the above )

How did the work of Greek and Roman doctors come down to the peoplé of later days?
a. The Roman doctors had translated their medical books into Greek.

b. The Greek doctors translated the medical books of the Roman doctors into Arabic.
¢. The Arabs translated them into Arabic.

d. Their books were safely kept in many European countries.

. From this article we’ve learned that the Arabs

a. made more discoveries than the Romans
b. helped to preserve the Roman medical works
¢. discovered more about the way the human body works .

d. occupied big parts of the old Roman lands 2, 000 years ago \

This article is mainly about

a. the contributions made by the Romans and Arabs to the promotion of pubhc health
b. how the Arabs invaded the Roman Empire
¢. the rise and fail of the Roman Empire

d. how Arabian doctors helped to translate the medical books



FAST READING I Unit Two

3. An Advertisement

A ‘man once said how useless it was to put advertisements in the newspapers. “ Last
week, " said he, “my umbrella was stolen from a Lendon church. As it was a present, | spent
twice its worth in advertising. but didn’t get it back.”

“How did you write your adveriisement?” asked one of the listeners, a merchant.

“Here it is, " -said the man, taking out of his pocket a slip cut from a newspaper. The

other man.took it and read. “Lost from the City Church last Sunday evening, a black silk
“umbrella. The gentleman who finds it will receive ten shillings on leaving it at No. 10 Broad
Street.” ' : o

“Now., ” said the merchant. “I often advertise, and find that it pays me well. But the way
in which an advertisement is expressed is of extreme importance. Let us try for your umbrella
again, and ifit fails, I'll buy you a new one.” ' ‘

The merchant then took a slip of paper out of his pocket and wrote : “If the man who
was seen to take an umbrella from the City Church last Sunday evening doesn’ t wish to get
into trouble, he will return the umbrella to No. 10 Broad Street. He is well known.”

This appeared in the paper., and on the foilowing morning, the man was astonished
when he opened the {ront docr. In the doorway lay at least twelve umbrellas of all sizes and
colours that had been thrown in, and his own was among the number. Many of them had
notes fastened to thém saying that they had been taken by mistake, and begging the loser not
to say anything about’the matter. .

279 words






