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Women’s Rights/Unit 1 pealte

Unit 1 Women’s Rights

A. Introduction

a.

This conversation happened on the evening of March 8, 1993.
The caller was a woman lib movement activist. During the
day, she took part in a celebration party in a place which was
called “Botanical Garden” in her local area. What do you
think she is going to talk about on the radio? Listen and an-

swer the questions.

- What is the woman going to say on the radio?

. What did the woman want to achieve with the petition?

. How many points does the petition make?
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b. Listen again to get details of the petition and fill out the fol-

lowing table.

Points . Details

1 There have been men, and only
women on the roll of the New Zealand
House of Representatives.

E

2 No political party in New Zealand has
to equal representation of women and men.

3 No electoral system in New Zealand or any other
country has delivered to women

4 A government , is not a representative
democracy.

5 A society governed overwhelmingly by men is

6 To fulfill the full equality of New
Zealand ...

7 " To the full intent of New Zealand suf-

frage movement of 100 years ago. ..

c. Listen to the following sentences and tick the words or phra-

ses that have been mentioned in the recording.
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to re-address the imbalance BHGITRIAT %
' (a1 8>
equal opportunity’s legislation  FZEHL &I
the parliament assembled WL LN
a vote for women RAL—F
petition BEH
the indigenous people TERER
other than that B2 Hh
committed itself to constitution HSFZEL
delivered _ i o i
have half and half — 2R3t —24
woman MP TR
something like that ERZE
a blow for freedom X8 BT E
electoral system 62l B
equal representation BV
the full equality provisions BB L RmETE
LR R X
suffrage movement (T4 T ZEA
draw loosely the conclusion AEBBHCGXMER
stand for election ik

d. Listen for the sentences that answer the following questions.

1. ‘How does the woman introduce the letter?

2. How does the writer start the letter?
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. How does the writer make the points easy for the readers/lis-

teners to follow?

. How does the writer end the letter?

. How does the woman finish her reading?

. Predict how the man would respond to the petition. Choose a,
most probable answer from the following list.

1. Supportive 2. Joking 3. Neutral

4. Hostile 5. Unlriendly 6. Sympathetic

. More about Story
. Listen and answer the questions.

. What does the man think of the petition?

. What does the man think women should do in order to change

gender imbalance in parliament?

. Listen and write down the exact sentences you hear to match
the following reported speech.

. The man said carefully that the petition was not of much use.

. The man said that women was able to win if they fought for

their rights generally thoroughly.
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The man said that if women wanted to get a position in the
government, they should stand out for the nomination them-

selves in the election.

. The man said that the party who discriminated against women

candidates would be punished.

The man argued that a truly democratic election would not

permit forcing people to vote.

. Predict how the woman would respond. Choose a most proba-
ble answer from the following list.

1. Agreeing ‘2. Disagreeing 3. Neutral

4. Angry 5. Frustrated 6. Annoyed

. More about Story
. Listen and answer the questions.
. How does the man understand the concept of equal represen-

tation?

. What does the woman think of the present situation of women

in politics?

. What does the man think of the present situation of women in

politics?

Why are more women not elected in parliament according to
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the man?

5. How does the woman finally argue that women are discrimi-

nated against?

b. Listen and write down the exact sentences you hear to match
the following reported speech.
1. The woman denied that she wanted to force people to vote for

women.

2. The man wanted to confirm if the woman speaker meant a

half to half ratio by equal representation of men and women.

3. The woman complained that as women were rejected by soci-

ety, it was often difficult for them to fight against the majori-

ty.

4. The man disagreed that women were rejected by asking a

question whose answer was too obvious.

5. The man argued that the present gender imbalance in parlia-
ment was cdused by women themselves because there were

more women than men in population.

6. The man emphasized that political parties were already open

to women.
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. The woman argued that women knew they were discriminated

against because they could feel it.

. Predict how the man would respond. Choose a most probable

answer from the following list.

1. Continuing to argue 2. Upset
3. Giving up the argument 4. Impatient
5. Patiently explaining 6. Joking

. More about Story
. Listen and answer the questions.

. What is this part of conversation about?

. How were the men in the garden party dressed?

. What was the weather like during the party?

. What were the activities for the celebration?

. Listen and write down the exact sentences you hear to match -
the following reported speech.
The man changed the topic of the conversation by asking

about the party itself.

. The man asked if the men at the party were dressed formally.
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. The woman said they danced at the party.

. The woman said they had a good time except for one thing.

. The man ended the conversation politely.

. Explain the expressions in your own words
Listen and explain these expressions:

. on the roll of

. committed

. delivered

. to honor the full intent

. by and large

. clean

. encourage women to be up there

. marginalized

. draw loosely the conclusion




Women’s Rights/Unit 1 g

10. .

.. who feels it knows it.

F. Now, listen to the whole conversation and answer the follow-
ing questions.” Take notes if necessary.

1. Why did these women write the petition?

2. Does the man support the petition? Why or why not?

3. The two speakers can’t see eye to eye, whose argument are
you in favor of? And why?

4. Why did the man laugh when he asked about the male guests
at the party? What is funny? .

G. Recognize and interpret attitude
Listen to the complete piece of the conversation. Pay special
attention to the following expressions in the grid. Write next
to the remark (s) the number of the attitudes listed below.
You may consider that some of their remarks may have more
than one attitude. If so, note down the other numbers. You
may add your own category in 12.
When you finish the section of Attitude, listen to the conver-
sation again and explain why the speaker adopts that atti-
tude.

1. happy 2. proud 3. impatient

4. understanding 5. humorous 6. sad

7. objection 8. dissatisfied 9. high spirits

10. disagreeing 11. disparaging 12.
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No. Remarks Attitude Why thisg
attitude

1. I was at that...eh... garden party
this afternoon.

2. It’s never going to work though, is
it?

3. (... they fought by and large
clean... and they won) Right.

4. We are not talking about forcing it.
5. You mean people would say no, we
don’t think that we want women.

6. But are the women who are coming
forward to put their names up for

parliament,... are they marginal-
ized?
7. Ye... That'sa ... st-... a... a

blow for freedom.

8. You can only feel that from the in-
side.

9. But they are, they surely are...
they surely are.

10. Ah, they were in bow ties and
black pants, were they?

H. Listen and check
Listen to the recording again and note down your remaining
problems. Check them by reading through the transcript and

notes.
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. Give your opinion

. Do you agree with the woman’s understanding of equal repre-

sentation of men and women?

. And what is your understanding of equal rights of men and

women?

3. Do you agree with the man about the imbalance in parliament?

. Do you think women are marginalized in your society? Why or

why not?

. What should we do to promote gender equality?

Transcript of Recording * Line No.
A: 1 was at that eh... garden party this afternoon. 1
B: Oh, with Dame Catherine... and... 2
A: Yes, everybody ... and I think one of the most sig- 3
nificant things that happened was the petition that 4
Georgina Kirby read out and I thought maybe 5
your listeners will be interested in hearing. 6
B: Yes, please. 7
A: Tt’s to the members of the House of Representatives 8
of New Zealand, in parliament assembled. And it 9
says “Today, on International Woman’s Day, 1993, 10
there have been 1,127 men, and only 36 women on 11
the roll of the New Zealand House of Representa- 12
tives. 2. No political party in New Zealand has com- 13
mitted itself in its constitution or by laws to equal 14
representation of women and men. 3. No electoral 15
system in New Zealand or any other country has de- 16



