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Prologue

June 7th, 2006
On the occasion of the publication of the chronicles series of “One Palace and Two
Tombs in Shenyang”, on behalf of Shemyang Municipal People’s Government, 1 would
like to extend my sincere congratulations, as well as hearifelt compliment to the arduous

compilers, who exert the utmost efforts for the compiling tasks!

“Chronicles of Shenyang Imperial Palace”, “Chronicles of Shenyang Fuling Tomb”
and “Chronicles of Shenyang Zhaoling Tomb” (here abbreviated to be Chronicles of
“One Palace and Two Tombs in Shemyang”), as three chronicles series, which are very
independent and constructive, attract extensive concerns of Shenyang Municipal People’s
Government at the very beginning. It's not only because tbe great fame and highest sig—
nificance of the “One Palace and Two Tombs in Shenyang” as the World Cultural Her~
itage by UNESCO, but for its comprehensive and systematic illustration as well as fac—
tully and ohjectively reflection of the historical evolvement and real conditions of “One
Palace and Two Tombs in Shenyang” . In retrospect to 1625, with almost 1.5million
words, the chronicles integrated summary, annals record, narration, biography, graph,
appendix, chart and some other styles to make it a most pioneering and powerful litera—
ture of Shenyang Chronicles, featuring a mature style, rich history and detailed itlustra—
tion. The publication and issuance of the hook will be a positive promotion to the wide
spread of human civilization and local culture, as well as to the further development of

local industry of tourism and local ecomomy.

Cultural heritages protection is an important indicator of urbane civilization. The city
of Shenyang is a well known industrial base, as well as a famous historical city with
tich culture in China, who has more than 1,100 historical sites and more than 200 nat—
ural and cultural landscapes in 7200 years of city history. Therefore, to protect the orig—
inal style of the cultural relics, so as to promete mutual development of traditional cul-
ture and modern civilization, becomes the key responsibility and objective for Shenyang
Municipal People’s Government to devotedly carry out. With the rapid development of
local economy in the city of Shenyang, the task of cultural relic’s protection leaps to a
new stage. In recent years, Shenyang Municipal People’s Government has invested ac—
cumuilated more than 600 million funds into large scale interior maintenance and vicinity

environment improvement of “ Four Towers and Seven Temples”, * Marsha! Zhang's
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Mansion”, “One Palace and Two Tombs in Shenyang” and other cultural relics. Three
outstandingfeatures of cultural relic protection consequentially come into being to engrave
the rich content of city history and culture, as well as to promote the harmonious
development of economy and cultural undertakings in the city. “One Palace and Two
Tombs in Shenyang” represent the first feature of World Cultural Heritage. “Marshal
Zhang’s Mansion” represenis the second feature of Old Residential Places of Neoteric
Celebrity. “Historical Museum of September 18th event” represents the third feature of

Historical Facts of Anti-Japanese War.

It is a successful experience of “One Palace and Two Tombs in Shenyang” to be
enlisted as World Cultural Heritage, which has been recorded into the development
annals of Shenyang City. But we still shoulder heavy responsibilities for the cultural
relic's protection. President Hu Jintao pointed out that, it has already been a prompt
action of international community to strengthen the force of cultural relics protection,
which is a glorious responsibility given by the history, as well as a necessity to
maintain the sustained development of human civilization. We will austerely abide by the
“Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage” and
“Law of Cultural Relics Protection of People’s Republic of China”, to fulfill our serious
commitment made to World Heritage Committee to enhance our efforts to legally protect
the “One Palace and Two Tombs in Shenyang” . According to the principles of being
authenticity and integrality, we will sirengthen the scientific management ol cultural
relics. In accordance with the guideline of fully protection and mederately exploitation,
we will fully utilize the brand effect of World Cultural Heritage, to realize win-—win
purpose of social benefit and economical henefit. We will spare no efforts and make the
utmost contrtbution to upgrade the moral quality of eitizens, guicken the construction of

a harmonious city, as well as to promote a all round revitalization of Shenyang City as
the old industrial base!

Li Yingjie
Mayor of Shenyang
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