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Abstract

European resistance movements against fascism are an important
part in the Second World War. Britain, as one of the main Allies
against fascism during the Second World War, has played a unique
role in the defeating of fascism. On the one hand, British contribution
to defeat fascism is embodied in its role as an Ally. on the other
hand, the contribution lies in British direction, encouragement, aid
and support to European resistance movements. The former is familiar
to many people, while the latter has been ignored to some extent for
various reasons. At abroad scholars vary in their opinions in the
British role and position in these movements and no unanimous con-
clusion has been reached. It is assumed by the author that Britain has
played an important role in European resistance movements against
fascism. Being an important issue which has great influence on the
European setup after the Second World War and the direction of the
historical development of the world, the relation between Britain and
European resistance movements are scarcely siudied in our country,
nearly no monographs have been published up to the present. Even
the papers published in our country are limited; a systematic and com-
plete analysis to the problem is demanded. In light of the above-men-
tioned facts, the pamphlet makes a comparatively deep and systematic
study on this relation from 1939 to 1945. First the author gave a gen-
eral analysis from the historical perspective then the author specifies
the interrelation between the two elements and explores the many fac-
tors that affected. the relation. This pamphlet not only deals with
British policy towards European resistance movements, but also analy-
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sis the character of the Special Operation Executive which Britain took
subversive activities in Europe, and to its playing an important role in
European resistance movements. Moreover, this thesis still deals with
British contradiction and conflict between: the strategy and the diplo-
macy, the politics and the military affairs. It also introduces and ana-
lyses in-varying degrees to the relationship between Britain and Ameri-
ca, Britain and the Soviet Union, as well as Britain and government-
in-exile, along with its exerted influence to European resistance move-
\ ments.

This pamphlet .divided the whole Period of the war into three sta-
ges: the first stage is from 1939 to the end of June 1941 ; the second
stage is from June 1941 to June 1944 ; the third stage is from June of
1944 to the end of the European war 1945. The purpose of expoun-
ding by stages is to understand the British attitude toward: the Eurepe-
an resistance movements and the change in British policies; at the
same time this division of stages helps analyze the British position and
role in these movements more clearly.

In the first stage, the special operation executive is anti-fascist on
the whole. 1t was established for overturning Hitler rule in Europe. It
was regarded as British “the fourth army”. Britain played a mainstay
role in European resistance movements' against fascism in this stage.
London became a “centre” and an open-base of European resistance
movements. Government-in-exiles of every country and organizations
in London maintained the flames of resistant struggle that hadn’t died
out permanently. During this period, Britain undertook the. duty which
would .restore the rights of government-in-exiles after war, government-
in-exile of each country alseheld. the same purpose, this purpose held
by the latter didn’t play any rele in this:period of time, it is onlya po-
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tential factor. :

In the second stage, the character of the special operation execu-
tive gradually changed from the anti-fascist to the duality which was
not only anti-fascist but also British tool of fighting for political inter-
ests in Europe. It has both supported and restrained the resistance
movements. The period from June 1941 to the beginning of 1942 was
the period of transition in which the character of the special operation
executive and British policy towards the resistance movements
changed. This change was accomplished in February 1942, when Dal-
ton withdrew from the special operation -executive. In this stage, be-
cause Germanic pressure wasn’t removed, Britain still required that
the resistance movements should cooperate with the offensive strategy
of allied army. Therefore, though British policy towards the resistance
movements has greatly retrogressed as compared with the preceding
stage, from positive to negative, Britain has already begun to consider
the political interests after the War, British material supports were
mainly given to right-wing resistant bodies greatly. For the sake of the
strategy needs in a short time, in the earlier part of this stage, Britain
tried hard to urge the resistant organizations to cooperate; in the later
part of this stage, Britain also supported the left-wing bodies which
tried to resist fascism, of course, it is unavoidable to have the charac-
ter which restrained and controlled the resistance movements. But
generally speaking, the strategy consideration is the focus of British
policy towards the resistance movements. Therefore, in this stage,
British support and help to the resistance movements is still the princi-
pal policy, restraint and control are subordinate.

In the third stage, the character of the special operation executive
still has dual nature. But the duality is different from that of the sec-
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ond stage. It has supported right-wing resistance movements and re-~
strained the left-wing. In the previous period, as Britain took the pas-
sive policy, it supported and restrained both sides but this tendency is
not apparent. As the War went on, this tendency is increasingly obvi-
ous. In this stage Britain considered more for the political interests af-
ter War. Just when Allied army was surrounding and annihilation fas-
cist Germany, Churchill and Stalin carved out spheres of influence in
Europe hurriedly. In its sphere of influence, Britain increased the
supports to the right-wing resistant organizations, its purpose was not
only to resist Germany and cooperated with Allied offensive, the more
important purpose was to accept German surrender, to maintain the
law and the order in the period of the liberation, to prevent communist
from stating a uprising and seizing political power. Britain asked the
right-wing organization to act as the advance troops of government-in-
exile to seize power in Europe; contrary to the above measures, Brit-
ain took the contemptible means of the control, the lure, the deceit
and other measures to the resistant forces of the left-wing, it even
didn’t hesitate to put down them with military forces. British hostilities
to and suppression of the left forces weakened its role in the resistance
movements, and reduced British position in the movements. There-
fore, in this stage, British help and support to the resistance move-
ments became subordinate and secondary, contrarily British restraint
and suppression to the resistance movements turned principal and pri-
mary.

To summarize, Britain played an important role in European re-
sistance movements against fascism. European resistance movements
in the Second World War are indispensable to support and direction of
Britain. During the Second World War, Britain is a centre of Europe-
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an resistance movements against fascism. However, there are double
natures in European resistance movements led by Britain. Britain sup-
ported European resistance movements against fascism at least for two
purposes: one is to defeat fascism in military; the other is a political
one to guard the legacy of Britain Empire. In the earlier stage of the
war, the military goal is primary; in the later stage, Britain laid parti-
cular stress on political interests. It is the seeking of political interests
of Britain and Soviet Union in European resistance movements that
laid the foundation of political structure and economical structure in
Europe after the War, and cut European political map between Britain
and Soviet Union. Contradictories between Britain and Soviet Union
and their rivalry in European resistance movements is an important
factor that led to the Cold War. European structure after the Second
World War and the appearance of the Cold War which lasted more
than 40 years can trace its origin back to European resistance move-
ments against fascism during the Second World War. Summarizing and
studying of this period of history is significant to the deep comprehen-
sion of the development and direction of the international situation

after the War.

Key Words: The Second World War Britain European Re-

sistance Movements against Fascism
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