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[X® 2] tidn gdo huangdi yudn , FRFELLL H £ 775E]
The sky is high, the emperor far away — it is difficult to get
justice. [ Used metaphorically to mean that a person may do as he
pleases without fear of interference]
AR U MEERRS, LE 2%, TEXAREMMFi,
RFZH¥EFZ B FHBEARE. (B&: (IELETY
Since they lived outside the city, “ deep in the mountains remote
from the emperor”. these brave young men farmed the land and
learned skilled trades. supporting themselves comfortably.

(L@ 23 :£] shan gdo hudngdi yuan KK # 2 #4iE]

. B

1.

R H— i & S, (N 43 51 L T TR R FARs . .
[IEAE] halfjing
1. a wily old fox / a crafty scoundre] °
2. she-fox — a vamp / a woman of easy virtue
[~ 41 ] buzhdngyong
1. good-for-nothing / worthless wretch
“EIRAMAERRT MR AFAIE. XA AR, XRSHE
EES (REAE: (FHSEN
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“Latcr on his father died, but this fellow was good-for-
nothing: he could neither till the land nor trade.”
2. to breathe one’s last / to snuff it / dying
R, REERS-ERAPHT! RAT—
CFE: (FIEY
“Peishan. ’'m afraid it’s all over with old Mr Wu! I've seen
people——"
2. FLIA—3 B JURRE B AR AT  XTRR ORI R 18] R ik R )

TR /R, W

[F21h5]) shi ban gong béi  effort halfed, result doubled / to
get twice the results for half the effort

[—FFHHEMY v fon shdujido liGng fon zud  Things may
obviously be done once, but they need twice to be finished. / It’s
just a superfluous action.

“ORINBEITIBZ G D bRisElE. KMo —FFHRmER.”
RSP B. BN
“Just look at it. They're getting married right after the engagement.
Actually why do they have to go through the trouble twice?”
3. Bk BN EAREFHERF BT S "R A USSR, .

[efir B2 AR B AE]) rangdngli nG bu chil bdi bu 1Gi Out of a
dye vat you can’t draw white cloth — good persons are not to be
found among bad ones. [ Commonly used to mean that one’s
reputation is tarnished by the bad company he keeps]

=, BlHE
1. FEARES & BICFEAR, B FAREANEEGR, SRR

ERBIBECE R WA % 0 & B B s BHE B M BGE AF 5 %07

FAELBA, .

(% a2, iR E R ETE] bugudn bdimdo héimao, néng
zhud IGosht jitshi hdomao It doesn’t matter if the cat is black
or white, as long as it catches mice. [ Used to mean that no
matter who he is or what measures are adopted, it will be fine,
provided things can be done successfully by him] '
BBk, RERRER EHABEZETH.

GEAL: (REGATHEAED)
From the point of view of the Forbidden City all cats, whether
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tabby or white were good cats provided they caught mice.

2. EHRSEMEHED . HBERNEFSHBOMEXARR, X—F &
RETFXEMBBESHENE. H— A HERHA FiEFEER.
ANEEHIIR . 0.

[iT{E &Y tdo pidnyi  to seek undue advantage / to gain advantage
at the expense of others
“BEEAFKTHAS KRS ZELRECREREFR
(AR, (DN_RBEEE)
“Why don’t you give us all a little taste? The pot has no right to
call the kettle black.”

3. FrSIHIE. BSZRSCE T SCRIRRE . F . SO BHEAR AR Z AL, A
Bl T SCSOE RS I ABIRESC )7, LURPINEERAERS . 0.
%%k 5Y méi 16ngtéude mG  a horse without a halter / an

uncontrolled person .
BEBILNUE R R ELN D  RRIUAT B EER—HB.”
(EEf: (OB
“Ah, he’s like a horse without a halter,” she sighed. “ He’s for
ever rushing about outside. Not a day does he spend at home.”
[#F 48 T3 F#5) ging chiyl 1an ér shengyl IGn  Green comes
from blue but it excels blue — the pupil excels his teacher.
[ Frequently used to mean that the younger generation outdoes the
older generation ]
(BEVEBIFAEFL THMMTHE. XEMR.”
(EB (RIOKHKER)
Papa cracked a joke:*Well, you know, ‘the pupil often surpasses
the master,’ that’s the rule.” ’

4. BREMARFEC. AT E . WSS, PR AMNK S/ RIT. m.
[EET&]) i li zi sin with one’s family scattered / separated

from one’s wife and children

RSN ENES / RPEEH TR KBAL,
WHFRED

All prisoners of war from countries defeated,/ Whose wives are

long lost, sons dispersed. homes wrecked.

5. FUB AL EIE, WA A 3OS B, LU 2%, 830 B A8 G A 30
A AEHFH.
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[F=E A F.0HY a modayd xinsi  Thére is no grief so great as despair. /
Nothing is more lamentable than a dead heart. / There is no vulture like
despair. / Nothing gives so much cause for sorrow as the death of one’s
heart.

(%44, #ELE] G jin si jin, di yu si yu What's near gold looks like
gold, and what’s next to jade looks like jade. / People are influenced by
the company they keep. [ Used metaphorically to mean that social
environment can exert a great influence upon a person’s way of thinking
and life-style]

(#0717~ aimén zhiht  from house to house / from door to door
Edksk BE.SHPER BB NEGERY B CMNEERKD)
“Seal off both ends of the lane; make a house-to-house search! Quick!”

[ 4] ai shéng tan gi to sigh / to sigh and groan / to mope and sigh
YR bR AR T B S0 I R A A G B, R RRAEIR.

(B (LIS
Sighing and groaning as they discussed ways and means, they hardly slept
at all that night.
AT FERER T AR T LE BB, (R (AHEE)
But now that he had failed and their hopes were dashed, they could only
droop and sigh.

[#4R 1) Gi bdnzi to get the caning / to be punished
it Rk ERARE, B RO E, AR THRIRT.
Whether tried according to the law of the state or according to the Party
discipline. he cannot escape the caning he deserves.

(2372 %] Gi da shou ma  to be scolded and beaten / to get beatings and
abuse

“ANF B IR FRRL i RATXSF WA AR ERITZEH.”
(EEF. (L)
“Other people’s slaves get some reflected credit from their masters. All we
get for waiting on you is beatings and abuse.”

[#%43%7%]) Gi & shou dong  to go cold and hungry / to suffer from hunger

and poverty
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IInE AR T ROE AFENA BCRES, BEBX—¥EF, 8%
BABERFZ . (HEF: (a8
“If you're fond of me, mother, take my advice and now that you’re old
take better care of your health. I can’t believe you’ll ever go cold or
hungry.”
A d BRI R R RIR R R R — R R TFELN A LE.
(BREE: UPREHN
Like the fishermen, who had known nothing but hunger and poverty for
generations, they also lived in ramshackle abodes resembling pigeon cages.

[Z3#] Gi ban jié  to be a grade lower than sb / to be inferior to others
(9% BN — /b RSB T R TR,

(HER: (ABE)
After then Xue Pan took greater pains not to provoke her, and inevitably
this humbled him still more.
XEMETEF ERBHAEIET -8, EBH. (EREEBT)
He had lost face over it, and had dropped a notch in the eyes of the people
of his hometown.

OZEATRIZEBEAE]) Girén midngidn md shud dudn  One doesn’t talk about
shortness in front of dwarfs. [ Used to mean that one should not talk about
others’ shortcomings in their presence in order to avoid hurting their
feelings

[EFEX . FEA LT dizi kan xi, sul rén shangxia Like a dwarf watching
a show, one’s view is subjected to the person that supports him — one acts
indecisively or has no control over his own business.

[ZF B #&EFE]Y dizili xudn jiagngjun to pick a general from among the
dwarfs — to choose the best person available / In the country of the blind,
the one-eyed man is king.
BTHEREE,HARRKTEMHEREIL. BT SRNET.

(RNBE: DEABRRAN
It was necessary to “pick a general from among the dwarfs” — to choose
the best person available. So Bold Fellow Du, unknown to the public in
the past, now unexpectedly became a master grower.
“MFREFEEEFEE AESREE BTEREE.”
GRE: (HETED

“The question of the leading group will have to be reconsidered. I was
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forced to appoint the best of a bad lot.”

[EA#F] di bl shi shdu can hardly tear oneself away from ... / to love
sth too much to part with it / can hardly bear to put sth down
REPMERABL FHEHEREIET.

The novel is so instructive that I can hardly tear myself away from it.
Btk E AL XM B R BRF T B EEREWIX A AR
me GHEEA . CHEAEHEEN
Observing how happy the old man was with the pipe in his hands, Tang
said: “1f you really like this pipe. it is yours!”

(& A4 #78]) ai cdi rud ké to have a passion for talent / to thirst for talents
TR B T HEAFIEE R A E /TSR T8 EARIHER.

«Bief)
They discovered that it was money alone, not “a passion for talent” that
made beauties turn prostitute.
ERIE BREAER, LB LKW (X8 CERUFC)
“I have great respect for the provincial governor who admires talent so
much.” said Lao Can.

[EZHin#r) ai cdi riming to love money as much as life / to love nothing
better than money / money rather than life
fhE RN, AT R HERFEE  ABART L. (EE: (BBEHTH
Though it was like spending his life’s blood. he gritted his teeth in order to
keep the job.

[EZ&A38] di dabuli to look cold and indifferent / to ignore / to leave
sb in the cold
“BROERE LI ERKFRER BB RN AREEAE . REEN
) i w3k C (BB (R EnE D
“And there 1 saw for myself how that old scoundrel treated Christians who
wanted to see him. Some were simply ignored, others doused in a torrent
of abuse.”

[Z& 5 F) a doi gdomaozi  to love to wear a high hat — fond of
flattery [Commonly used to mean that one is fond of being praised sky-
high]

&g kE A WY dijidode mague bl zhdng rou A sparrow who likes to
chirp won’t put on weight. [ Commonly used to mean that a person who
indulges in empty talk won't make any practical achievements ]
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[ZmEF] i midnzi to feel concern about face-saving / to care too much

about one’s “face”
EABE /AR A G RTA N ARAERBIRL.

HIFF . (RSN
The sensitive young fellow had noticed that several people were laughing at
his uncle.

[ZZEER)Y G mo néng zhl  would be glad to help but cannot / to be
desirous but unable to help / to be willing but powerless to help
XUHE KINREERYT .

We are willing to help but unable to do so about this.

[Z¥%E MY o gn zud gin  Loving families made good in-laws. / to
become relatives by marriage
RH B WEE, RAPRAMAL AU AR RIOEE  REBILAHFRERR.

(R (HRPRAME )
Since we want to be related. 1 wouldn’t ask you for any presents and you
needn’t ask me for a dowry: all we need do is prepare a few simple
clothes.

[ZBAENEEZ BMAEANEHZ) dirénzhé rén héng ai zhi, jingrénzhé
rén héng jing zhi  He who loves is loved; he who respects is respected.
[ZE Kk53) & wh ji wi  When one loves another the affection extends
even to the crows on the roof. / If you love someone, you should accept
everything and everyone that the person loves. / Love me, love my dog.
KA 5B R KSR T EE” AEMMMEPX R MEAITIA R
EATENETED. (R (28
Similar to the Western saying of “love me, love my dog,” the Chinese
have the phrase, “admire an immortal. admire his crane.” Because of its
being an immortal’s protégé, a crane was believed to enjoy a lifespan of

one thousand years.

(&2 g, B2 4kHPEY ai zhT yu g shéng, wl zhT yu gi s When you
love a person. you wish him to live; when you hate him, you wish him to
die. / To love ‘a thing means wanting it to live. to hate a thing means
wanting it to perish.
fEEE B2 HHEA B HRHTE, WTAE—~EE R

(BHRA . (ZHBEX)

“*We desire those we love to live, those we hate to die..” Can you not
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learn to live a single eunuch official?”

[#8E T i midnzi to be afraid of hurting sb’s feelings / for fear of

offending sb

AEMBEEOER B—THREAF, TR RRARS, REBTEETH

. G, (EFARED)

The people had many grievances against Xifu. but in the first place, this

opportunity to voice them publicly was unexpected; in the second place,

they were afraid of offending old man Yan.

(8 F 30 ai shdu ai jiGo to be a drag / to be a nuisance / to get in sb’s

way :

ATET.2EFHE.BELTL. (L. (LS EEM

Children would be a drag and would slow down the work.

“HRFEE GERRIPRTE ERBFEMN . AW RS AL ERE,”
(FhEL: (RZEHEN

“Could he look after me w1th his bare hands? We’d just get in each other’s

way. I’d do better alonc.’

[ZAT 5, A RAT 2ELY an buké wang wéi, zhi buké wang ludn  Never

relax your vigilance while you live in peace, and never be unprepared for
the possible rebellion while your country has a good public order. / Always
be provided against danger and rebellion. { A warning that one should ever
be prepared for danger in spite of enjoying security] '
[%4r=FC. Y an fén shdu i to behave properly / to be content with one’s
lot and not to give any trouble / to act according to one’s station

XA EABEE 8 EE UK A A T BRI FEASFO AR
oL¥ _ W : Bk
The old man spoke slowly and in a low voice; how had he been able to
teach his son to know his place? '
RBEREPALHTC H—EFREE S ETANE, (B (XD
As long as you remember to act according to your station. you'll never
want for food or clothing.

[Z & % %Y an fu zin rdng to be accustomed to living a peaceful and

prosperous life / to enjoy one’s wealth and high rank
ERECEBRR R E L. FERE DR R VTIRLEAE, BARE
B HELEERAR. CEET: (aO8E)

“Other people don’t worry as much as you. third sister,” said Baoyu. “I'm



