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INTRODUCTION

WANG Lu

After strict screening by the Jury Committee, the first "WA Chinese Architecture
Award" sponsored by the journal World Architecture got its final winners on March
28th, 2002. Among the 44 pieces of work entering the final contest, the winners of
Winning Prizes were Apartment for Graduate Students in Nanjing University, Beijing
Catholic Theology and Philosophy Insfifute, and Beijing Asian Games Xinxin Club;
the winners of Honorable Mentions were Compal Headquarters in Taipei, Yi Fu
library in Tianjin Finance and economic college, and National Accountancy
Institute in Beijing. The Jury Committee is composed of 7 architectural critics and
architects from both home and abroad.

The purpose of this award sponsored and run by World Architecture is expressed
as follows: To create more architectural works in China, promote the flourishing of
Chinese architectural creation, display the wisdom, skills and accomplishments of
Chinese architects, promote the understanding and esteem of the occupation of
the architect by the whole society, and let Chinese architects and Chinese
architecture walk into the world.

The WA Award has aroused a great reverberation in the whole society. We

should first of all thank the Jury Committee headed by Mr. Wilfried Wang for their
democratic and careful selection work. Thank all the architects participating in the
WA Award by contribution of works. In fact, whether they win the award or not, their
participation has already made contribution to the promotion of flourishing and
development of Chinese architecture.

It is the first WA Award, and a newborn thing. Of course, it has its shorfcomings
yet,and it needs the care and love from the whole society. We are confident to run
it better, as it should be a great event in the circle of architecture of China.

Finally, we express our congratulations to the architects who have won the
award, and hope the award winning works of next time will not be 6, but 12, 18 or

even more.[ ]
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PREFACE

MA Guoxin

After careful selection through appraisal by the Jury Committee, in the first
round of contest of "WA Chinese Architecture Award" sponsored by the World
Architecture, 3 winners of Winning Prizes and 3 winners of Honorable Mentions have
come out finally from the 44 works entering the final contest. We express our
heartfelt congratulations o the first batch of prizewinning architects and institutions
of the new award. In comparison with those government-operated state-leveled
or provincial-leveled or ministry-leveled awards, this newly arising award is sfill
unfamiliar to people, not so spectacular, and may not play a great role in the
occupation title setting and promotion of the prize winning architects yet. Compared
with those commercial award-conferring activities sponsored with rich funds and
accompanied by hyping by many news media, it is not so imposing, either.
Recently, the periodical office decided to publish a collection of the prize winning
works, which is an inspiring event both in terms of award giving in architecture and
in ferms of architectural creation.

In the 5 decades since the founding of the New China, there have been
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countless industrial and civil architectures in cities and the countryside. But
architectural creation has taken a tortuous road. Therefore, architectural award
giving, as a way to promote and guide the enterprise of architecture from the
positive angle, has gradually come to the normal frack only in the 2 decades
since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party: some state-leveled or provincial-leveled or ministry-leveled
award giving systems have been built up one after another, such as National
Award of Scientific-technical Progress, Award of Excellent Designs of Ministry of
Construction, etc. Because of their level and official status, they have been highly
valued by architects of all design organizations. Along with the development and
requirement of the architectural enterprise, new awards are constantly coming
into existence, such as "Liang Sicheng Architectural Award", "Award of Architectural
Creation of Architectural Society of China", "Zhan Tianyou Grand Prize of Civil
Engineering" and so on, all of which have produced certain effect in the academic
world, becoming important supplements. However, if we compare them with the
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huge financial investment of our country in urban construction each year, compare
them with the great impact produced by cities and architecture on society, and
the role they play for showing the strength of the country and raising the cultural
level of the people, compare with relevant awards in architecture abroad,
compare with the dozens of awards in literature, news, and the press, we may
see, there is still much room for improvement in both the number of awards in
architecture and their social influence. At the same time, in order to show the
different styles and characters of the awards, and to reflect the fruits of creation
inamore comprehensive way, we may take these awards sponsored by academic
organizations, foundations and scholarly journals as important supplements, and
even can adopt the public voting method and so on, which will be greatly helpful
to the booming of architectural creation and the activation of a learning
atmosphere.

As the time of award setting in our country was late, and there are many
limitations in operation, thus, we sfill lack authoritative awards with striking characters
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and great influence, in comparison with relevant architectural awards abroad,
such as The Pritzker Prize, The Aga Khan Award, Golden Prize of Royal Institute of
British Architects(RIBA) and Golden Medal of American Institute of Architects
(AIA), etc. Of course, it requires a self-disciplining and operational mechanism in a
set of fried and true rules for selection, in @ mode of operation, in continuity and so
on. The purpose of this award of "WA Chinese Architecture Award" is expressed as
follows: "To create more architectural works in China, promote the flourishing of
Chinese architectural creation, display the wisdom, skills and accomplishments of
Chinese architects, promote the understanding and esteem of the occupation of
the architect by the whole society, and let Chinese architects and Chinese
architecture walk into the world". We hope, through our persistent efforts, to adjust,
improve and develop constantly, so that such an award may also gradually
expand from China to the whole Asia and the whole world, just like the "World
Architectural Award" sponsored jointly by the British journal World Architecture, and
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Royal Institute of British Architects at the 21st Berlin UIA this year.

In terms of architectural creation  none of the award winning projects this time
has a very big scale, even if there are some sub projects, each single unit is not big:
as big as ten thousand square meters, or as small as several thousand square
meters. It is also in agreement with the status quo of the architectural creation of our
country. As far as my experience is concemed, for a large-scale key project, owing
to well-known reasons, it is hard to make a great breakthrough in design concept
although there may be some progress in some specific techniques. In contrast
middle and small-scale projects can show the designing character of the architect
more easily, can be controlled in more details on the whole, and receive less
interference from the society. Judging from the award winning projects  all aspects
can show the author's skills and ingenuity, from the overall setup, to the plane
operation, the physical combination, the handling of colors, and the treatment in

details. The architectural practice abroad has also shown, many classical works are
no more than several hundred or a thousand square meters in scale, either. The

works of Hassan Fathy and Charles Correa that have won the Golden Medal of UIA
are not great ones, either, nor do they have a lot of dotted panel walls or non-
rusting steel. Even in the case of The Pritzker Prize reputed as "the Nobel Prize in the
Circle of Architecture", its winners used fo be some "stars" or "masters" in architecture,
but in 2002, it was given to the Australian architect, Glenn Murcutt, whose works
were all set in Australia, mostly being residences, in small scale, and plain and
simple materials, showing a character of adaptation to local conditions. Hence,
we also hope breakthroughs will be made first by some seemingly unimpressive
middle and small-scale works, so as to let more Chinese architects and Chinese
architectural works go to the world.

With the passing of time, our new generation of architects groups are growing
up. Judging from the award-winning architects this time, most of them are quite
young, and have experience of studying or working abroad, which is characteristic
of the new generation of architects since the reform and opening. As a result of
the reform and opening ., architectural design has become an industry with a
very high degree of opening: not only a great many foreign architects have



entered the market of our country and created some works here, but also quite
a lot of young architects have gone out of the country for study or work, able to
observe and learn about foreign buildings and offices of architects closely on the
spot, and it has become quite easy to go abroad for research now, too. The
architect groups growing up in such an environment and atmosphere are quite
different from those in the time of seclusion: they are more active and open in
thinking, quicker and more timely in getting information, and have more chances
for practice. | believe, in a period from now on, many talented architects will
appear in the field of architectural creation. Of course, in the present time
characterized by fast development of information technology, all of us are faced
with the problem of overcoming fickleness and constant renewing knowledge,
whether you are an architect returning from abroad or one growing up in the
native land. It can be seen from the works of some famous architects home and
abroad, the major conditioning factors of architectural creation lie in philosophy.,
history and experience: breakthroughs in design concept lies in great foresight
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and thorough mastery of philosophic outlook and historic outlook, and
breakthrough in design tactics lies in accumulation of experience all the more.
The award giving activity of "WA Chinese Architecture Award" this time means a
good start. The periodical office of World Architecture has done a great deal of
work in boosting architectural creation and activating the academic atmosphere
since its founding, and | hope it will also keep its own features in this award giving
activity.

In the past, whenever we mentioned flourishing of architectural creation, we
would think its leading force lies in the architect, as if the success or failure of a work
all depends on the architect himself. As a matter of fact, the success of a piece of
work needs the collaboration and cooperation of many aspects, such as the good
time  the favorable geographical position and the support from the people and so
on. Without a leadership with great foresight, without a property owner of high class
in taste, without actively cooperating construction, without specialized types of
work with an overall concept, it would be hard to achieve any progress and
success. | believe every architect has such first-hand experience.[]
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Architect: ZHANG Lei

Born in 1964
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Nanjing Institute of Technology
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1 RMsh3R / View from the east
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APARTMENT FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS, NANJING UNIVERSITY,
NANJING, CHINA

% E AR / Total Floor Area: 12 000 m?

A% / Function. %4 g% / Students Dormitory
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Increasing privacy and semi-private
spaces for the students is essential in this
project. The concept is to put two student
rooms together and form a living unit with a
shared balcony, while each room is equipped
with its own bathroom. The bathroom located
between the balconies is not only to achieve
better ventilation but also to protect the
bedroom from the heat insulation during the
summer. The balcony will function as a semi-
private living space for the neighboring
bedrooms where washings can be hung out.
Bedroom, balcony and the corridor are
organized as a chain of private, semi-private
and public spaces.

Nanjing is a city with hot and humid
summer. So the natural ventilation is extremely
important. The wooden shutter was introduced
to avoid the sight interference but still with
cross ventilation during most time of the year,
and hanging clothes could also be set in the
back of the shutter in necessary occasions.

The shutter is made of fir, an arfificially fast
growing wood. The construction workers of this
building are from seaside, who have rich
experience of using Chinese wood oil fo protect
the wood, a technique originally used in
producing wooden ship.[]

1510 : www. ertongbook.




