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Proust, a French novelist and critic had ever said, “History is
hidden beyond the area where intellect can reach, and in the sub-
stance object that we are not able to surmise.” Some utensils that
are common in daily life usually imply abundant history
information. Once they are replaced on the coordinates of the history,
their abundant connotation will gradually become rich and colorful.
The old tea set is one of these utensils. Remained after great waves
washing away the sand in the long history course, the applicable
function of the old tea set has been slowly weakened, and it gradually
become an artwork appreciated and played with by modern people.
However, through these old tea sets we can at least get to know part
of tea drinking life of the ancients, hereby providing us with intuitive
reference to understand the tea-drinking history of the ancient time.

China has a long history of tea sets. In a broad sense, tea sets had
come into existence since tea was used by human beings. The drink-
ing of teas in early days were comparatively rough, so tea sets were
mainly made of pottery and used for many purposes other than tea
drinking. The special tea sets emerged gradually with the refinement
of drinking tea in Tang Dynasty. In this period, tea was usually drunk

after being boiled, so the correspondent tea sets such as tea kettle, tea



AAe

aE GE). RI R, A RPE
VIR BlRIE €448 - M2 238D
DEZRC R R P 3 - MECT R SV NI E 2
FERIESE . 3 ORI A e, |
BRI, MR SRR, BT A
RACNAE FEALR S o R AR
AEL 208 N AT nanb Fss $c, R L UDF
RER . REERUL A bV EiEN &
N, PAERICHY A LA 7y m
Pl.OSREMANW, (BHE L REE B
senk xR EEASIL, MBRE
AT A SRR T X - ke
WETF, AXAL IR AR BRIR A OF 2 L BT R
K AR e U AT AR IR, E
SRR R, B T WRT AR TR & L
A d AR, HEE LA AR (4]
T % fl A T AR, ORI IR I S
SO BAE S HURE SR, TR L
(1 2% e Ist SR aR ™A, Sl A HoAb T 46
LS I R RE L JRILEAR Y

furnace, tea bowl. tea roller and tea sieve came into exist. The Book of
Tea-Four Vessels could witness the variety and particularity of tea sets
in Tang Dynasty. in which Lu Yu listed 28 types of tea sets. When it
came to Song Dynasty. drinking tea became more popular and turned
to be an important part for the nobles and royals as well as the com-
mon civilians. Compared with people in Tang Dynasty, people in Song
Dynasty drunk tea in a more exquisite and chichi manner, and
moreover. they were more particular about artistry, thus Diancha and
Doucha became an important part in their life. So the tea sets turned a
new leaf at that time. teapot.tea brush,Black-Glazed-Bowl became
important tea sets in this time with tea kettle mostly disappeared. It
was certain that tea furnace. tea rolier and tea sieve were also popular,
because solid tea was drunk in both Tang and Song Dynasties, and the
tea had to be rolled into powder before drinking. In Yuan Dynasty. tea
was drunk in the same way as in the Song Dynasty, but the loose tea
begun to appear. An innovation took place in Ming Dynasty that loose
tea took the place of solid drunk for a few dynasties. Drinking loose
tea after dunking gradually replaced tea boiling in Tang Dynasty and
Diancha in Song Dynasty. The true tea kettle was brought into exist-

ence at that time and Sand-fired tea sets stepped in the tea stage and
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dominated in the tea sets, which combined with the tea leaf, becoming
the most important tea sets in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
Looking from fabrication materials of tea sets, pottery is the
most important category with the largest amounts of existing tea
sets. With a long history, pottery was begun to be used by Chi-
nese ancestors in the Neolithic age eight thousand years ago, and
mature pottery formed in Eastern Han Dynasty. Pottery is popu-
lar among the public for its cleanliness, high-temperature resis-
tance and rich productivity, therefore, the ancients naturally
choose it as their main tea sets, and plenty of tea sets that are
preserved up to now are made of potteries. Besides potteries, other
materials such as aurum, argentum, cuprum, stannum. bamboos,
wood, teeth, and horns are all important components of tea sets,
and take their place in the history of the drinking of tea. For this
reason, the ancient tea sets are rich and colorful, playing a won-

derful movement of tea culture.
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The origin of Chinese ancient tea sets can be traced back to

long time ago. In a broad sense, ever since the tea appeared in
human’ life, correlative tea sets emerged as the time demands. In 15;@ H—j- 'fk.
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the early period, tea sets were mainly pottery utensils due to early
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coarse tea—drinking manner. It is till the Tang dynasty that tea sets

became specialized.
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dynasties usher you the remote origin and profound Chinese tea
culture. Those tea wares covered with dust compose a splendid

movement of tea culture.
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Human history is like a great river, leisured or drastic every now and then,
and the substance legacy remained through thousands-of-year storms become the
evidence to witness that times. As for the old tea sets scattered in the folk or
discovered by archaeologist from underground, we modern people think it very
ancient, some of them is very similar to the ones we are using, while some are
rather different. If no body tells us, we just cannot dope out they are very tea sets.
However, people all love ancient things, and these old tea sets make us feel so
amiable that we will feel like tracing their roots. Where do the modern tea sets
originally come from? Under what circumstance does the first special tea set
emerge? What are tea sets used by the people of Tang Dynasty like? How do the
people of Song Dynasty drink teas? What changes do the tea sets have in Ming
and Qing Dynasties comparing with that of Tang Dynasty? All these questions
have interested us. Then let us find the answers by reviewing the past and the

developing brief history of tea sets along the historical tunnel.
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In late Neolithic age, people began to manufacture potteries, and had a
more resident life. At the time, people only knew that teas had some medical
uses, and took them as a potion of traditional Chinese medicine by chewing
them, therefore, the tea sets at the time were far from being special ones. It we
have to find the root, I think the earthen jug and ceramic mortar of Neolithic

age can be regarded as the root of tea sets.
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As we know that, tea, a kind of plant, is first discovered by
Chinese people. Although the species of teas have existed on the
earth for several hundred thousand of years, they have grown si-
lently in their early time with other plants without arousing people’
s much attention. Till the late Neolithic age, one saint appeared. He
first invented ploughs and plowshares and taught people agricul-
tural knowledge. In addition, he first discovered herbal medicine
and helped treat diseases, which made him an able man at the time,
and later, he was called Shen Nung Shi. He found the magical detoxi-
cation efficacy of teas in the process of collecting medicament, and

then the medical uses were recognized and passed on from one gen-

eration to generation.
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The people at the time had begun to manufacture potteries, and
had a more resident life. At the time, people only knew that teas had
some medical uses, and took them as a potion of traditional Chinese
medicine by chewing them, therefore, the tea sets at the time were
far from being special ones. It we have to find the root, I think the
earthen jug and ceramic mortar of Neolithic age can be regarded as
the root of tea sets, because besides chewing tea leaves, the ancients
may probably boil or use tea leaves with other vegetables. This point
could be reflected from the custom of tea salad in Jino in Yunnan

Province.
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