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introduction

Welcome to the Quartet Starter Introduction, a preparation course for complete beginners.
This intensive course aims to introduce students to the main structures and vocabulary that
appear in the Quartet Starter level of the Quartet series.
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Course Components

The course consists of two main components:
1. The multimedia software and its online components
2. The course book

Quartet Starter

This is the first level of the Quartet series of courses with five different topics: Meeting &
Greeting; Daily Life; Here & There; Shopping for Clothes; The World of Food. Each
topic has five activities. While working with the Quartet Starter Introduction, the students
will work through the pronunciation activity of each topic.

Each activity has 15 study items. These activities offer a multi-sensory presentation

of basic vocabulary items — combining sound, picture and written word. Many of the
items focus on phonemic awareness and the ABC tool provides both a picture dictionary
and a reminder of the various sounds each letter can represent. The students have ample
opportunity for oral practice where they can record their voice and hear how they are
pronouncing the words.

Course Book

The course book is divided into five main units, each subdivided into two parts. Each part
focuses on a different vocabulary area with reading, writing and speaking activities around
the semantic theme.

There is a sixth unit to review the material covered in the first five.

Appendix

If you think your students are likely to have problems with the English alphabet, you may
refer to the appendix, which describes a general approach to teaching the alphabet and
offers a wide selection of activities that can be carried out in class.
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Lesson Planner

» This introductory part of the course should take approximately 48 hours, of which about
12 should be on the computer. The materials of the book and the software are interrelated
but not interdependent, to allow maximum flexibility in accessing the computer facilities.
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Unit 1

Unit 1

PLEASED TO MEET YOU

Classroom Lessons

* Read the title of the unit and explain that this is what we say when we meet
someone for the first time. Introduce yourself to one of the students. Say: My
name is .... Point to him/her and say: What is your name? When they answer say:
Pleased to meet you. Ask the students to introduce themselves to their partners
and to use this phrase.

Part 1: FRIENDS

* Explain the word friends.

Some Words (Pages 2-3)
Activity A

* Read out and explain the instructions,

* Read out the words in the picture, explaining where necessary, and have the
students repeat the words. Since the meaning of teacher and student are not so
obvious from the picture, say: I am a teacher and you are my students.

Activity B

* Read out and explain the instructions.
¢ Have the students reread the words in the list.
* Remind students that Marco’s means Marco is.

* Give the students time to complete the exercise and then have them read out their
answers.

Quartet Starter Introduction 4 Teacher's Guide



Unit 1

Something to Read (Page 4)
Activity A

Read out and explain the instructions.
On the board make three columns with the headings Adjectives/Nouns/Verbs.

Ask the students to read out a word. Explain, if necessary, and then write in the
appropriate column on the board. Give the students time to copy the chart into
their notebooks.

If possible, pre-record this conversation with colleagues and play it to the class as
they follow the text. If not, read it with the students.

Activity B
Have other groups of four students act out the conversation.

What Do You Think? (Page 5)

Read out and explain the instructions.

Complete sentence 1 orally and then have the students complete the exercise in
writing before checking it orally.

Some Practice (Pages 5-7)

Activity A

This writing activity allows the students to personalise what they have learnt.
Activity B

Read out and explain the instructions.
Ask the students to look at the picture and tell you whom they see.
After the students have chosen their answers, check orally.

Activity C

Read out and explain the instructions. Use the picture to demonstrate drinking
coffee.

Ask the students to read the conversation in pairs and then make their own
conversation. Walk around the room and help with pronunciation and intonation.

Activity D

Explain the activity and ask each student to create one sentence and write it
down. Then have each student say it.

Quartet Starter Introduction 5 Teacher's Guide-



Unit 1

Activity E

Read out and explain the instructions.

Model the conversation for intonation and pronunciation and then ask the
students to do the same in pairs and then repeat, substituting their own names.

Activity F
Explain the meaning of the word guess in the instructions.

This activity provides free oral practice of the material learnt. Walk around the
room to help with pronunciation and intonation.

On Your Own (Page 8)

Again this personal activity helps the student relate to the new material.
Students may add sentences of their own.

Quartet Starter Introduction 6 Teacher's Guide



Unit 1

Part 2: MEET THE FAMILY

Some Words (Pages 9-10)
Activity A

Ask a student to read out the instructions.
Make sure the students understand family and having dinner.

Ask the students to say the words in the picture. Correct pronunciation where
necessary.

Activity B

Give the students time to complete the exercise in writing before checking it
orally.

Activity C

After the students have written about their family, ask some of them to read out
what they wrote (as many as you have time for).

Something to Read (Page 11)

Bring a photograph of your own. Say the word and write it on the board.
Underline the ph at the beginning of the word and repeat it. Remind the students
that in English ph does not sound the same as p.

Ask the students whom they know in the picture (Jennifer) and what she is
holding (a photograph).

Read the instructions and then read the conversation aloud with a student. Read it
again with another student where you have switched roles.

Ask the students to work in pairs practising the conversation twice so that they
can also switch roles. Walk around the room to help with pronunciation and
intonation. ‘

What Do You Think? (Page 12)

Explain the word match in the instructions.
Give the students time to find the answers.

Check orally and then ask the students to write down the sentences in their
notebooks.
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Unit 1

Some Practice (Pages 12 -14)
Activity A

Explain the word chart in the instructions.

After the students have completed the chart in the book, check it by creating the
chart on the board. Point out that objects and animals come under the Iz column.

Activity B

Explain the word need in the instructions.
After the students have completed the exercise, have them read it out in pairs.

Activity C

This can be given as a homework assignment. At the same time, the students
should prepare activity D for the next lesson.

Activity D

This can be done with a few students in front of the whole class or in groups.
Encourage clear speech and correct pronunciation. :

Activity E

Ask the students to look at the picture and see if they understand the idea of the
“family tree”. Have the students read out the names.

Ask the students to read out the words in the box and tell you which words are
new (daughter, parents, son). Explain the words with sentences such as:

Jennifer’s mother and father are her parents. She is their daughter and her
brother is their son.

Draw the students’ attention to the silent gh in daughter.
After the students have completed the sentences, check them orally.

On Your Own (Page 15)
Activities A & B
These should be assigned as homework. They review the vocabulary learnt in a

personalised way. Encourage students to prepare aesthetic family trees to share
with the class and have them read out the sentences they have written.

What Did You Learn? (Page 15)

Explain to the students how important it is for them to be aware of what they have

learnt and how they are progressing. Explain that although this is not “corrected”
by the teacher, it is, nevertheless, an essential activity.
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Unit 1

Computer Lessons

* As this is the students’ first time in the computer room, demonstrate how to log
into the program with username and password. Show how to choose Quartet
Starter and get into the program.

* Explain to the students that for each topic there are five activities and that for the
moment they will be working on the pronunciation activities of each section.

* Choose the Pronunciation 1 activity in the Meeting & Greeting section and show
the main features of the program — questions and how to answer them, the

lexicon, the help, etc. Also, draw their attention to the ABC tool at their disposal.
For more detailed instructions, refer to the Quartet User Manual.

* Ask them to work through the first lesson.
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