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Preface

2006 marks the 20" anniversary of China National Sustainable Communities
(CNSCs). The CNSCs Programme, as one of China’s first pilot projects for
local sustainable development, was launched by the former State Science &
Technology Commission ( SCTC) in conjunction with State Planning Commission
(SPC) and other central and local governmental authorities in 1986 in an effort
to improve the overall sustainability of local development by relying upon the
advancement of science & technology, the innovation of mechanisms and the
construction of systems, to explore mechanisms and modes for the coordinated
development of economical, social and resource environment for regions/areas of
vary types, and to provide samples and demonstrations for the implementation of
sustainable development strategies for vary areas. In 1992, the former SCTC
and State System Reform Commission (SSRC) and other central departments to
implement the project of “ Integrated Test Areas “for Social Development
(IASD)” on the basis of integrated pilot project for social development launched
in 1986. The IASD was later renamed “ China National Sustainable Communities

(CNSCs)” in December 1997, after IASD coordination and leading group
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submit a report to the State Council. Until October 2006, there were as much as
58 CNSCs, besides more than 90 provincial-leveled sustainable communities,
covering more than 80% of China’s provinces/autonomous regions/
municipalities.

Through 20 years of development and construction, by the joint efforts and
wide participation of state governmental authorities and local governments, and
through the innovation and practices of the sustainable communities, the CNSCs
Programme has made great achievements, and has accumulated a lot of useful
practices and experiences for local sustainable development. Meanwhile, by
strengthening international cooperation and exchanges, CNSCs has become an
important window for China’s local sustainable development strategy, and has
drew wide atiention from the international community. To provide a panorama of
the achievement of CNSCs in the past 20 years, to summarize and refine the
experiences and modes of CNSCs, to make a systematic analysis of the status
quo and development level of CNSCs and to provide guidelines and measures for
CNSCs work of the next stage, Department of Social Development Science &
Technology under Ministry of Science and Technology ( MOST ) and The
Administrative Center for China’s Agenda 21 ( ACCA21) have compiled this
“CNSCs Report 1986 —2006" .

The report has reviewed the past 20 years of CNSCs, summarized the
background and tendency of international sustainable development, as well as
important achievements, administrative mechanisms and mechanisms innovation
of CNSCs, analyzed the innovative practices and typical measures for CNSCs
construction, besides a collection of key policies, administrative regulations and
related documents during CNSCs construction. The report, based on the

analysis of past experiences and achievements, has given an objective analysis of
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the new opportunities and challenges faced by the sustainable communities in the
future, and have thus explored new targets and guidelines for future sustainable
communities and policy advices in this regard.

It’s my sincere hope that this Report will not only become a show window for
the practices and achievements of China’s sustainable strategy, both at home and
abroad, to improve the awareness of the society for sustainable development and
CNSCs project, but also provide good reference for pilot projects for sustainable
development at vary levels in an effort to facilitate the implementation of the
concept of scientific development and to boost the all-around, coordinated and
sustainable development of various areas/regions both economically and
socially.

Sustainable development, as a new development concept, has rooted
deeply into the mind of Chinese people, and has become a strategic and
ideological system for sustainable development with Chinese features. Since the
3rd plenary session of 16th NCCPC, the concept of scientific development featured
by “people-based, overall, coordinated and sustainable development”, the concept
of constructing for a harmonious socialist society and other strategic polices and tasks
have been brought forward to guide and boost China’s sustainable development
process with a more in-depth, comprehensive and feasible theory, and is attracting
more and more attentions from international community. The successful experiences
and achievements the CNSCs made during the implementation of “the concept of
scientific development ", the construction of harmonious society and the
implementation of sustainable development strategy will make them an important
window for China’s sustainable development towards the international community
and will also provide active and beneficial references for regional sustainable

development.
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[ believe that, under the wide attention and support of the central
authorities, local governments and social communities, the 20 - year — old
CNSCs programme will undoubtedly maintain its momentum and become a flag to
lead regional sustainable development and to make even greater contribution to

China’s sustainable development.

By Liu Yan-hua
Vice-minister, MOST, P. R. China
December, 2006
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Foreword

The book entitled Our Common Future (also known as The Brundtland Report) ,
issued by the World Commission on Environment and Development in 1987, put
forward a concept for sustainable development: “development that meets the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs. ”

In order to explore ways to resolve such problems as the underdevelopment
of the social programs and services as well as serious environmental pollution
caused by the rapid development of economy in 1980s in many areas/regions,
especially in Southern Jiangsu Province, the Chinese government launched a
local experimental pilot project in 1986, *“National Integrated Pilot Project for
Social Development’, in an effort to improve the advancement of social programs
and services by relying upon science & technology and bring about the
coordinated development of economy and society as a whole. In 1992, the
former State Science and Technology Commission ( SCTC) and State System
Reform Commission (SSRC) formally issued an order in which they decided to

implement the project of “ Integrated Test Areas for Social Development
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(TASD)” on the basis of integrated pilot project for social development. The
IASD was later renamed * China National Sustainable Communities ( CNSCs)”
in December 1997. Through joint promotion by the State Science & Technology
Commission ( SCTC), State Planning Commission ( SPC) and other central
and local governmental authorities, the National Sustainable Communities
(NSCs) have made great efforts to push forward the social management reform |
the innovation of mechanisms and the construction of systems by relying upon the
advancement of science & technology, to improve the overall sustainability of
local development, and to explorc mechanisms and modes for the coordinated
development of economic, social and resource environment for regions/areas of
varied types, and have thus provided useful samples and demonstrations for the
implementation of sustainable development strategies for varied areas.

This year marks the 20" anniversary of China National Sustainable
Communities { CNSCs ). Today’s international and national environment for
sustainable development has undergone great changes and the meaning and theme
of the concept and practice for sustainable development in China has also been
enriched and deepened. Since the concept of scientific development, the
concept of building a harmonious socialist society and other strategic polices and
tasks have been brought forward, scientific development and construction of a
socialist harmonious society through joint efforts has come to become the theme
for implementing sustainable development in China. It is now of a great and
realistic significance to summarize and review the past 20 years of CNSCs. In
order to provide a panorama of the achievement and mechanism of CNSCs in the
past 20 years, to make a systematic analysis of the status quo and development
level of NSC and to provide guidelines and development blueprints for NSC work

of the next stage, Department of Social Development Science & Technology



