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LooRing at Learning

XT A

. The writer reminds us of the joys of childhood learning and helps us to see that
| learning is a lifelong process.

THE PLEASURE OF LEARNING'

Gilbert Highet*

1. Library of Congress: The Library of Congress is the national library of the United States, as
well as the world's largest library, housing millions of books, maps, photographs and recordings.
About 470 languages are represented in the library’s collection, which is regarded as one of
the finest in the world. Many research institutions and universities throughout the world use
the classification system developed by the Library of Congress.

2. Butler Library at Columbia: It refers to the Columbia University library system, centered in
Butler Library. It houses one of the nation’s largest collections, with nearly 7,000,000
volumes and is among the largest in the United States.

3. Ptolemy: Ptolemy (ca. 100—170), astronomer and mathematician, whose astronomical theories
and explanations dominated scientific thought until the 16th century. He is also remembered
for his contributions to the fields of mathematics, optics, and geography.
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As more schools are set up today, learning is compulsory. It is an Ought,
even worse, a Must, enforced by regular hours and rigid discipline. And the
young show contempt for the Oughts and resist the Musts with all their energy.
The feeling often lasts through a lifetime. For too many of us, learning appears
to be a surrender of our own will to external direction, a sort of enslavement.

This is a mistake. Learning is a natural pleasure, inborn and natural, one of
the essential pleasures of the human race. Watch a small child, at an age too
young to have had any mental habits put in place by training. Some delightful
films made by the late Dr. Arnold Gesell of Yale University show little crea-
tures who can barely talk investigating problems with all the enthusiasm and
excitement of explorers, making discoveries with the passion and absorption of
dedicated scientists.’ At the end of each successful investigation, there comes
over each tiny face an expression of pure heartfelt pleasure.

But if the pleasure of learning is universal, why are there so many dull,
incurious people in the world? It is because they were made dull, by bad teaching,
by isolation, by surrender to routine, sometimes, too, by the pressure of hard
work and poverty, or by the poison of riches, with all their short-lived and unim-
portant delights. With luck, resolution and guidance, however, the human mind
can survive not only poverty but even wealth.

This pleasure is not confined to learning from textbooks, which are too
often tedious. But it does include learning from books. Sometimes when I stand
in a big library like the Library of Congress, or Butler Library at Columbia, and
gaze around me at the millions of books, I feel a serious, earnest delight hard to
convey except by a metaphor. These are not lumps of lifeless paper, but minds
alive on the shelves. From each of them goes out its own voice, as inaudible as
the streams of sound conveyed by electric waves beyond the range of hearing;
and just as the touch of a button on our stereo will fill the room with music, so by
opening one of these volumes, one can call into range a voice far distant in time
and space, and hear it speaking, mind to mind, heart to heart.*

But, far beyond books, learning means keeping the mind open and active
to receive all kinds of experience. One of the best-informed men I ever knew
was a cowboy who rarely read a newspaper and never a book, but who had
ridden many thousands of miles through one of the western states. He knew his
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state as thoroughly as a surgeon knows the human body. He loved it, and un-
derstood it. Not a mountain, not a deep gorge which had not much to tell him;
not a change in the weather that he could not interpret. And so, among the
pleasures of learning, we should include travel: travel with an open mind, an
alert eye and a wish to understand other peoples, other places, rather than
looking in them for a mirror image of oneself. If I were a young man today, I
should resolve to see — no, to learn — all the 50 states before I was 35.5

Learning also means learning to practice, or at least to appreciate, an art.
Every new art you learn appears like a new window on the universe; it is like
acquiring a new sense. Because I was born and brought up in Glasgow, Scotland,
a very ugly 19th-century industrial city, I did not understand the slightest thing
about architecture until I was in my 20s. Since then, I have learned a little about
the art, and it has been a constant delight. As for reading books, this contains
two different delights. One is the pleasure of understanding the unexpected,
such as when one meets a new author who has a new vision of the world. The
other pleasure is of deepening one’s knowledge of a special field. Learning
extends our lives (as Ptolemy said) into new dimensions. It is increased
progressively. Instead of diminishing in time, like health and strength, its returns
go on increasing, provided ...

Provided that you aim, throughout your life, as you continue learning, to
integrate your thought, to make it harmonious. If you happen to be an engineer
and also enjoy singing in a chorus, connect these two activities. They unite in
you, they are not in conflict. Both choral singing and engineering are examples
of the ability of man to apply system to knowledge: of his power to make a large
plan and to convey it clearly to others. Both are artistic and depend much on
symmetry. Think about them not as though they were dissociated, but as
though each were one aspect of a single unity. You will do them better, and
be happier.

Much unhappiness has been suffered by those people who have never
recognized that it is as necessary to make themselves into whole and harmoni-
ous personalities as to keep themselves clean, healthy and economically secure.
Wholeness of the mind and spirit is not a quality granted by nature, or by God.
It is like health, virtue and knowledge. Man has the capacity to attain it; but to
achieve it depends on his own efforts. It needs a long, deliberate effort of the
mind and the emotions, and even the body.

During our earthly life, the body gradually dies; even the emotions be-
comes duller. But the mind in most of us continues to live, and even grows more
lively and active, enjoys itself more, works and plays with more expansion and
delight. Many people have played themselves to death, even eaten and drunk
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themselves to death. Nobody has ever thought himself to death. The chief
danger confronting us is not age. It is laziness, slowness, routine, stupidity —
forcing their way in like wind through the window covers, slowly leaking into 75
the cellar like ground water. Many who avoid learning, or abandon it, find that

life is drained dry. They spend 30 years in a chair looking sadly out at the sand

and the ocean; on a porch swing waiting for somebody to drive down the road.

But that is not how to live.

No learner has ever run short of subjects to explore. The pleasures of 80
learning are indeed pleasures. In fact, the word should be changed. The true
name is happiness. You can live longest and best and most rewardingly by

attaining and preserving the happiness of learning.
(LO99 W)

1. set up: establish
Examples:

— A fund was launched to set up a monument in memory of the dead men.
— It took a long time to set up the experiment.

2. ltis an Ought, even worse, a Must: “Ought”’, generally used together with “to”, is a modal
verb, meaning “should”; “must” is also a modal verb. Here the two modal verbs are both used
as nouns to indicate that most people think that learning is something very important and
necessary and everyone should and must do it.

3. contempt: a feeling that someone or something is unimportant and deserves no respect
Examples:

— The women often look at us with contempt.
— He showed his contempt for the truth of the accident.

4. resist: oppose; use force against; keep oneself back from
Examples:

— He resisted demands for a public enquiry.
— Any attack will be resisted with force if necessary.
— She couldn’t resist making jokes about his baldness.
5. external: outside; situated on or coming from outside
Examples: '
— the external walls of the building
— They did it in response to external pressures.
6. inborn: (of a quality) possessed (by a person or an animal) at birth
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Examples:

— That little boy has an inborn talent for art.

— The old woman didn’t like the boy with an inborn love of mischief.

essential: necessary; most important

Examples:

— Land is essential for food and for work.

— It is essential to set your targets realistically.

mental habits: Here it refers to acquired or learned habits.

dedicated: spending all your time and effort on something; devoted

Examples:

— He was dedicated to social and political change.

— If someone is dedicated, he works very hard at something such as his job, or believes
strongly in the importance of a particular ideal.

— a dedicated doctor

— They are both dedicated scientists.

routine: n. the usual way or order in which you do something

Examples:

— his daily routine

— Smith’s death has upset our routine.

a. You describe activities as routine when you do them as a normal part of your life rather

than for a special reason, or when you do them so often that they have become uninteresting.

Examples:

— They made a routine check on the whole section.

— We spent a lot of time performing mindless routine tasks.

resolve: If you resolve to do something, you make a firm decision to do it.

Examp/es:

— | resolved to tell you the truth.

— He had already resolved that Smith should be appointed.

resolution: firmness; strong determination

Examples:

— I'm always making resolutions, like giving up smoking.

— A note of resolution entered his voice.

survive: If someone survives a disaster or iliness, s/he continues to live in spite of coming

close to death.

Examples:

— Four of his brothers died; the fifth survived.

— Very few people survived the immediate effects of the explosion.

If you survive a difficult experience, you manage to cope with it and do not let it affect you too

badly.

Examples:




— She seemed to have survived the divorce pretty well.

— You have to make difficult decisions to survive in business.

. confine: If something is confined to only one place, situation, or person, it only exists there
or only affects that person.

Example:

— The problem appears to be confined to the tropics.

If you confine yourself to something, you do only that thing and are involved with nothing
else.

Example:

— They confine themselves to discussing the weather.

gaze at: look long and steadily at

Examples:

— She turned to gaze admiringly at her husband.

— What are you gazing at?

. convey: make ideas, views, feelings, etc. known to another person

Examples:

— Newspapers convey the impression that the war is over.

— Words fail to convey my meaning.

— This picture will convey to you some idea of the beauty of the scenery.

range: extent; distance between limits

Examples:

— What is the range of transmitters?

— Their tanks stayed just beyond the range of our big guns.

If something is within range, it is near enough to be reached or detected; if it is out of range
or beyond the range, it is too far away to be reached or detected.

fill the room with music: make the room full of music

Examples:

— This room is filled with smoke.

— Fill the teapot with boiling water.

— His son’s lies filled him with anger and contempt.

. thoroughly: completely; in every aspect

Examples:

— They have not studied the language thoroughly.

— Before Spring Festival they cleaned their house thoroughly.

Not a mountain, not a deep gorge which had not much to tell him; not a change in
the weather that he could not interpret.: He was very familiar with every mountain, every
deep gorge; he could interpret every change in the weather.

alert: watchful; fully awake

Examples:

— We have to be alert all the time and look for our opportunity.
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— They are both alert to the dangers in the grim business.
appreciate: understand and enjoy

Examples:

— He appreciated beautiful things.

— | appreciated that this was a fair comparison.

acquire: gain or get by skill or ability, by one’s own efforts
Examples:

— I tried to acquire the information | needed.

— It is a habit worth acquiring.

bring up: rear; educate

Examples:

— Fathers are beginning to play a bigger role in bringing up their chiidren.
— Tony was brought up strictly.

deepen

The suffix “-en” can be added to an adjective to make it into a verb.

Examples:

adjective verb adjective verb

red redden dark darken

bright brighten wide widen

white whiten short shorten
dimension: The dimensions of a situation or problem are the extent or importance of it.
Example:

— He became aware of the true dimensions of the threat.

provided: on condition that

Examples:

— Children were permitted in the hall, provided they sat at the back.

— She was prepared to come, provided that she might bring her daughter.

— | will go provided that my expenses are paid.

integrate: If you integrate things, you combine them so that they are closely linked or so
that they form one thing.

Example:

— The two regional railway systems were integrated.

If people integrate into a social group, they mix with people in that group.

Examples:

— They helped the individual integrate quickly into the community.

— They have found some ways of integrating handicapped children into ordinary schools.
harmonious: friendly and peaceful; pleasingly or satisfactorily arranged

Examples: ‘

— a harmonious debate

— The different parts of the garden fit together in a harmonious way.




30. conflict: (of opinions, etc.) opposition; difference
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33

.

34.
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36
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Examples:

— They often came into conflict with the islanders.

— Frequently he is in a state of conflict between duty and desire.

— a statement that is in conflict with the evidence

depend on: rely on

Examples:

— These factories depend on natural resources.

— The success of the meeting depends largely on whether the chairman is efficient.
capacity: The capacity of something is the largest amount that it can hold, produce, or
carry.

Example:

— The pipeline has a capacity of 1.2m barrels a day.

The capacity of a person, society, or system is the power or ability that it has to do a particular
thing.

Examples:

— This society demands of everyone the capacity to read and write.

— People have different capacities for learning.

attain: succeed in doing or getting

Examples:

— From 1980 to 1983 the party attained a position of prominence.

— He has the qualities which enabled him to attain his ambitions.

deliberate: intentional; done on purpose

Example:

— It was a deliberate lie.

An action or movement that is deliberate is done slowly and carefully.

Example:

— His manner was quiet, his speech deliberate.

confront: be or come face to face with

Examples:

— | was confronted with the task of designing the system.

— These are some typical problems that confront the Chinese who are learning English.
— We will soon have to confront a difficult question.

abandon: give up

Examples:

— The cruel man abandoned his wife and child.

— They abandoned all hope.

spend time (money, energy, etc.) (in) doing sth.: use time (money, energy, etc.) to do
something

Examples:

— She woke early, planning to spend all day writing.



— He spent most of his time reading in the library.
38. run (be) short of: not have enough; use up
Examples:
— We were running short of food.
— His money was running short.
— We are dreadfully short of staff at present.
39. preserve: keep from harm, danger or loss; retain (qualities, etc.)
Examples:
— | stood there, determined to preserve my dignity.
— Deep freezing is the simplest way of preserving food.
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* compulsory /kam'palsari/ a. required by law or rules; that must be done %/R#]; 5%
ifey; X5
enforce /in'fa:s/ v. compel obedience to; make effective; impose % 18 1§
rigid /'midzid/ a. strict =54, FHEH
discipline /'disiplin/ n. i
contempt /kan'tempt/ n. 2, &R
resist /ri'zist/ v. oppose; use force against &kdi; Tt
surrender /sa'rendo/ v. give up; yield #F; #&M; Bk
n. A B BR
external /ik'stzmnal/ a. outside; situated on or coming from outside #M2R&9
enslavement /in'sletvmont/ n. WA
inborn /'mboin/ a. present from birth; part of one’s nature K #9; X&)
essential /1'senfal/ a. necessary; basic; fundamental %£#5; A K#)
mental /'mental/ a. of or in the mind %4 44; SHEEY; FAHH
investigation /m,vesti'getfan/ n.  fEE, HE
explorer /ik'sploira/ n. wREH, KA
passion /'pxfan/ n. Bt
absorption /ab'sa:pfan/ n. x5 Bk
dedicated /'dedikertid/ a. devoted A8
tiny /'tamny/ a. very small %/~ &)
incurious /in'kjuarias/ a. (fml.) having no curiosity; inattentive A4F#3489; R
eSS




