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Unit One

iPassag‘e 1

The statistics shock. Although the world produces enough food
for everybody, roughly 780 million people in poor countries, one in
five of their population, do not get enough to eat. As many as 2 bil-
lion people who get enough to fill their bellies nevertheless lack the
vitamins and minerals they need. Almost a quarter of the hungry are
children under five years old. As many as 40 000 young children die
every day, partly because malnutrition makes them susceptible to all
kinds of disease.

Despite this sad picture, the world has made progress in provid-
ing for its inhabitants. In 1969 — 71, more than one of every three
people living in poor countries was undernourished, a total of almost
950 million. To have thinned the ranks of the world’s hungry even
as its population has grown is a tribute to the techniques of modem
agriculture introduced into developing countries since the green revo-
lution in the 1960s. Only in Africa, with its local calamities, has
there been little progress.

Africa has suffered mainly because people are kept hungry by
poverty, and Africa has stayed poor while the rest of the world has
grown richer. Delegates from more than 150 countries gathered in
Rome on December Sth for a conference organized by the Food and
Agriculture Organization and the World Health Organization, two
arms of the United Nations. On top of the usual empty injunctions,
the delegates recommended policies to boost the rural economies of
developing the rural infrastructure, and by opening markets in rich
countries.

There are other remedies, less ambitious than the abolition of
poverty. They will not eliminate malnutrition, but they can reduce
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it. There is a virtuous circle of health and nutrition. Health and san-
itation protect wage-earners from falling sick and losing income
(80% of which is spent by poor families on food). The well-fed are
less likely to fall ill. Educated women give their children more food
of the right kind and (though Pope John Paul [I avoided the point
when he spoke at the conference) are more likely to use contracep-
tion. Education can also encourage people to eat enough vitamins
and minerals, without spending more of their income on food.
Merely prO\:iding enough vitamin A could prevent up to 500 000
young children a year from going blind. As it is, most of those who
go blind for lack of it die within months.

New Words :

Vronarobrnatbinniaitrnnstinestiustinationitornnton, asbos it st bonusboanboabonto ettt o 4

:gsusceptlble a. (W) 5 TR, EE%E@

infrastructure n. FERERHE _;
% sanitation n. T4 »

{ contraception n. EZY; b,
Questions ;

1. What is the main idea of this passage?
A. World food shortage.
B. Malnutriton in Africa and its solution.
C. Population control.
D. Poverty.
2. Who organized a oonference in Rome to discuss the problem in
Africa?
A. Food and Agriculture Organization.
B. The United Nation.
~C. Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Health Or-
ganization.
D. Food and Health Organization.
3. What kind of problem do people who have enough to eat have?

« 2.



A. They lack necessary vitamins and minerals.
B. They lack vegetables.
C. They lack fruit.
D. They lack vitamin A.
4. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the pas-
sage?
A. Malnutrition is the only reason for the death of 40 000 chil-
dren every day.
B. Africa is poor partly because of its natural disaster.
C. It is impossible to help the poor in Africa.
D. Many children go blind, due to the lack of vitamin B.
5. Which of the following is NOT the solution to the malnutrition
problem?
A. To use contraception.
B. To boost the total economies.
C. To open market in rich countries.
D. To provide them with more food.
Translate the underlined sentence into Chinese.

i Passage 2

The Koreans see the Seoul Olympics as a chance to show their
rapid progress. The Tokyo Olympic Games in 1964 served the same
purpose for a developing Japan. Within 13 years, according to a de-
tailed development plan, Korea is determined to be among the
world’s ten largest trading nations, up from the 13th now.

Much of the economy’s development in recent years comes from
what Korean leaders call the three blessings — lower oil prices, low-
er worldwide interest rates and a currency that is weak against the
Japanese yen. The Korean won is closely related with many other
currencies, though the finance ministry will not say which ones.
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Obviously the U. S. dollar is the most important. When its value
drops against the Japanese yen, the Korean won went down too.
Since September 1985 the won has decreased about 40% against the
yen, giving Korea a huge advantage over Japan in the U.S. market.

. The Koreans made good use of this advantage, pouring 40% of
their exports into America. When the U. S. responded with tough
protectionist talk, they pretended to be surprised and angry. The
Koreans still see themselves as relatively poor dependents of the U.
S. and take American protectionism as betrayal by a big brother.
They are right. The Korean economy is only 6% of Japan’s. Tall

buildings in Seoul resemble those in Tokyo, but the Korean capital is
full of narrow streets and poor houses like a village. In the country-
side some 20% of homes lack running water. Moreover, Korea has
a heavy defense burden as well as that big foreign debt.

And Korea has suffered setbacks before. In the 1970s the gov-
ernment supported heavy industry, creating some big but useless en-
terprises. The Treasury Ministry is still quietly supporting some ill-
shipping and overseas companies. Meanwhile the government does
not know how to set up winning industries.

The Koreans are also quick to point out that their 7. 1 billion
trade surplus with the U. S. is just 4%of the total American trade
deficit. Japan accounts for 35%. In the U.S. the Koreans are com-
peting with Japanese, not American products. They complain that
U.S. protectionism punishes them for Americans’ lazy work habits
and drug abuse. They say the union rules have ruined U. S. compet-
itiveness.

New Words .

\u S L e e e e Sauy xtbors pond

! betrayal n. ’%‘ﬁ ’ .
i setback n. g, t%iﬁ
{ deficit n. ﬁ‘$ {
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Questions :

6. Which of the following statements is TRUE?

Korea is one of the world’s ten largest trading nations.
Korea used to be the 13™ largest trading country.

Korea is the 13™ largest trading country.

Korea will become one of the world’s ten largest trading na-

oSow»

tions.
7. What do we know about Korean economy?
A. Koren economy depends largely on Japan.
B. Korean economy depends on the U.S. to some extent.
C. Korea is in its economic recession.
D. Korean economy depends largely on exports.
8. Korean economy has suffered setbacks before because

A. the Treasury Ministry supports overseas companies
B. the Korean government doesn’t know how to set up winning
industries )
C. the Korean government once supported some big but useless
enterprises
D. all of the above
9. When the value of U.S. dollars drops against the Japanese yen,
which country will benefit a lot?
A. Korea. B. Japan.
C. Korea and Japan. D. None of the above.
10. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. There are many narrow streets in Seoul.
B. There is no tall buildings in Seoul.
C. In the countryside of Korea, some houses lack running wa-
ter.
D. Korea has a big foreign debt.
Translate the underlined sentence into Chinese .




i i Passage 3

| PRSI, AU

Scattered through the seas of the world are billions of tons of
small plants and animals called plankton. Most of these plants and
animals are too small for the human eye to see. They drift about la-
zily with the currents providing a basic food for many larger ani-

mals.

Plankton has been described as the equivalent of the grasses
that grow on the dry land continents, and the comparison is an ap-
propriate one. In potential food value, however, plankton far out-
weighs that of the land grasses. One scientist has estimated that
while grasses of the world produce about 49 billion tons of valuable
carbohydrates each year, the sea’s plankton generates more than
twice as much.

Despite its enormous food potential, little effort was made until
recently to farm plankton as we farm grasses on land. Now, marine
scientists have at last begun to study this possibility, especially as
the sea’s resources loom even more important as a means of feeding
an expanding world population.

No one yet has seriously suggested that “plankton burgers” may
soon become popular around the world. As a possible farmed supple-
mentary food source, however, plankton is gaining cotisidérable in-
terest among marine scientists. ‘

One type of plankton that seems to have great harvest possibili-
ties is a tiny shrimplike creature called krill. Growing to two to
three inches long, krill provide the major food for the giant blue
whale, the largest animal ever to inhabit the Earth. Realizing that
this whale may grow to 100 feet and weigh 150 tons at maturity, it
is not surprising that each one devours more than one ton of krill
daily.

Krill swim about just below the surface in huge schools some-
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times miles wide, mainly in the cold Antarctic. Because of their
pink color, they often appear as a solid reddish mass when viewed
from a ship or from the air. Krill are very high in food value. A
pound of these crustaceans contains about 460 calories — about the
same as shrimp or lobster, to which they are related.

If the krill can feed such huge creatures as whales, many scien-
tists reason, they must certainly be contenders as a new food source
for humans.

New Words :
j plankton n. ?—?Wf'ﬁi%
-; crustacean n. Eﬁﬁiﬂ@b%

3 lobster n. JEdF
:f contender n. ﬁ}%%‘
Questions :

" 11. Which of the following statements best describes the orgamza-
tion of the passage? ’
A. The author presents the advantages and disadvantages of
plankton as a food source.
B. The author quotes public opinion to support the argument for
farming plankton.
C. The author classifies the different food sources according to
amount of carbohydrate.
D. The author makes a general statement about plankton as a
food source and then moves to a specific example.
12. According to the passage, why is plankton considered to be
more valuble than land grasses?
A. Tt is easier to cultivate.
B. It produces more carbohydrates.
C. It does not require soil.
D. It is more palatable.



13.

14.

15.

Blue whales have been known to weigh how much at maturity?
A. One ton.

B. Forty tons.

C. One hundred and fifty tons.

D. Four hundred and sixty tons.

What is mentioned as one distinguishing feature of krill?

A. They are the smallest marine animals.

B. They are pink in color.

C. They are similar in size to lobsters.

D. They have grasslike bodies.

The author mentions all of the following as reasons why plank-
ton could be considered a human food source EXCEPT that is
A. high in food value

B. in abundant supply in the oceans

C. an appropriate food for other animals

D. free of chemicals and pollutants

Translate the underlined sentence into Chinese .

iPassag‘e 4

On our table in the garden we put a blue card, and all around

this blue card we put a number of different grey cards. These grey
cards are of all possible shades of grey and include white and black.
On each card a watch-glass is placed. The watch-glass on the blue
card has some syrup in it; all the others are empty. After a short
time bees find the syrup, and they come for it again and again.
Then, after some hours, we take away the watch-glass of syrup
which was on the blue card and put an empty one in its place.

Now what do the bees do? They still go straight to the blue

card, although there is no syrup there. They do not go to any of the
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grey cards, in spite of the fact that one of the grey cards is of exactly
the same brightness as the blue card. Thus the bees do not mistake
any shade of grey for blue. In this way we have proved that they do
really see blue as a colour.

We can find out in just the same way what other colours bees
can see. It turns out that bees can see various colours, but these in-
sects differ from us as regards their colour-sense in two very interes-
ing ways. Suppose we train bees to come to a red card, and, having
done so, we put the red card on the table in the garden among the
set of different grey cards. This time we find that the bees mistake
red for dark grey or black. They cannot distinguish between them.
This means that red is not a colour at all for bees, for them it is just
dark grey or black.

This is one strange fact, here is another. A rainbow is red on
one edge, violet on the other. Qutside the violet of the rainbow
there is another colour which we cannot see at all. This colour be-
yond the violet, invisible to us, is called the ultra-violet. Although it
is invisible, we know that the ultra-violet is there because it affects a
photographic plate. Now, although we are unable to see ultra-violet
light, bees can do so, for them ultra-violet is a colour. Thus bees see
a colour which we cannot even imagine. This has been found out by
training bees to come for syrup to various parts of a spectrum, or ar-
tificial rainbow, thrown by a prism on a table in a dark room. In
such an experiment the insects can be taught to fly to the ultra-vio-
let, which for us is just darkness.

New Words

suacestiasttisentucutissnteoantonmtond

s

: violet n. %‘@.:
{prism n. &ﬁi

P e . 3
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16. What were the colours of the cards on the garden table?
A. A number of different grey cards.
B. Grey, white and black cards.



C. A blue card and a number of different grey cards.
D. Blue, white and black cards.
17. Where was the syrup placed?
A. On the blue card.
B. In the watch-glass on the blue card.
C. In the watch-glass in all cards.
D. In the watch-glass on the grey card.
18. What rays are visible to bees and invisible to men?

A. Violet. B. Ultra-violet.
C. Red. D. Grey.
19. Bees us as regards their colour-sense.
A. differ from B. different from
C. differ to D. are different to
20. This colour beyond the violet, to us, is called the ultra-
violet.
A. visible B. clear
C. unclear D. invisible

Translate the underlined sentence into Chinese.

i Short Answer

Australia is one of the world’s most urbanised countries, with
about 70 per cent of the population living in the 10 largest cities.
Most of the population is concentrated alone the eastern corner sea-
board and the south-eastern corner of the continent.

Australia’s lifestyle reflects its mainly Western origins, but Au-
stralia is also a multicultural society which has been enriched by
nearly five million settlers from almost 200 nations. Four out of 10
Australians are migrants or the first-generation children of migrants,
half of them from non-English speaking backgrounds. In 1991 -92,
East Asia contributed 41 per cent of settler arrivals.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people totalled 265 378 at
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the last census, nearly 1.5 per cent of the population. Two thirds of
the indigenous people live in towns and cities. Many others live in
rural and remote areas, and some still have a broadly traditional way
of life. It is generally thought that Aboriginal people began living on
the continent 50 000 to 60 000 years ago, and some authorities be-
lieve their occupation may date back 100 000 years.

Australia’s national anthem, Advance Australia Fair, is a re-
vised version of a late 19th-century patriotic song. It was declared
the national anthem in April 1984, replacing God Save the Queen,
which was designated the royal anthem. In the same year, Australia
officially adopted green and gold as its national colours. Australia’s
official language is English, 'B;vc’c;r‘hmon usage rather than law. Aus-
tralian English does not differ significantly from other forms of En-
glish, although some colloquial and slang expressions are unique.
New Words :

LY TR T .

: migrant n. BEE

i aboriginal a. +EH
{census n. AO¥#E

i indigenous a. +EM |

} national anthem n. E#
i designate v. $E7E :

Severeys 9 Pen g 2oy S S0y e gut Snrgunt Tengatteeely

Questions :

1. Why is Australia one of the world’s most urbanised countries?

2. Why is Australia a multicultural society?

3. As far as Aboriginal people are concerned, when did they begin
living on the continent according to authorities?

4, What are Australia’s officially adopted colours?

5. What are the differences between Australian English and other
forms of English?
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