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SUMMARY

Suzhou gardens are the typical embodiment of the Chinese literary allusions
and analogous with the freehand brushwork in traditional paintings. The theories
behind the classical Suzhou garden building incorporate not only natural
science, but also social science, and it has since long been research subjects

of scholars and professionals.

This book attempts to clarify and elaborate the basic characteristics and natural
laws of Suzhou gardens through an explanation of its development evolution,
creation of landscape and artistic conception, usage of space as well as

philosophy of garden creation.

Due to the authors are garden planners and designers, some new ideas included
in the book have combined their knowledge and practical experiences from a
visual angle of garden creations, which will provide valuable inspiration to the
readers and professionals. A number of exquisite illustrations beautifully
expresses the artistic essence of Suzhou classical gardens. The book will not

only attract tourists, but will also be a beneficial reference to professional

technicians.
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Preface

This is a book well worth reading; professional garden
designers are looking at Suzhou gardens from the points

of view of creativity and design in a novel way.

Suzhou's customs and people are special; a lot of talent is
accumulated here. Historically this is a place where the arts
and culture have flourished and developed - it is the cultural
centre of south-east China. Over several thousand years
many famous people have left their imprints here; such as
Sun Wy, the author of "Sunzi's Art of War", from the Spring
and Autumn Period, the Chancellor Fan Zhongyan of the
Song dynasty; Feng Menglong, well known critic of
Vernacular Literature; Kuai Xiang, Master Builder of the
Ming dynasty, to mention but a few. From the Tang to the
Later Qing dynasty, more than 50 outstanding scholars have
come from Suzhou, more than from any other place in
China. Suzhou is therefore named "Birthplace of Scholars".

More than 1200 well known painters come from Suzhou.

Under such favourable natural conditions, with abundant
local products and magnificent culture, classical gardens
of poetry and painting have emerged; these south-east China
gardens are numerous, with exquisite design, beautiful
vegetation and rich cultural connotations. They are well
known both in China and abroad, and are considered as
outstanding treasures of traditional China, as well as a

cultural heritage belonging to all of mankind.

China's art of garden design stems from the arts of literature
and painting, and has since the Tang and Song dynasties
been particularly influenced by the art of mountain and
water painting. Suzhou classical gardens are representative
of these mountain and water paintings. China's gardens
have evolved into two main types - royal gardens and private
gardens; the former are concentrated in the Beijing area,

and the latter are found in the Suzhou area. Due to different
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political, economic, cultural and natural conditions, these
two types differ considerably in size, layout, magnitude,

style and colour, etc.

Royal gardens are vast, complete and bright; Suzhou
gardens are small and delicate, natural, and quietly elegant;
similar in style to the freehand brushwork of a traditional
Chinese painting. Historically, Suzhou gardens are closely
connected to many famous scholars, such as Wen
Zhengming, Wen Zhenheng, Fan Chengda, Shen Zhou,
Tang Yin, Yu Yue, Zhang Dagqian, etc. The scholars and
painters of the Wu School (Wu is an ancient name of South
East China; translator's remark) are some of the most

important in China.

The Suzhou classical gardens are not only a result of cultural
history; they are also a foundation for traditional thinking,
expressed in names of gardens, horizontally and vertically
inscribed tablets, carvings, decorations as well as the
significance of flowers and vegetation, and shapes of rocks.
These gardens are not only creations of art; they encompass
knowledge of history, culture, philosophy and science - rich
in material and spiritual contents. They reflect and
disseminate the various philosophical tenets of
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, etc. They also tell
the philosophy of life, molding people's temperaments. In
ad(fition, they also draw support from apcient literature
embellishing the scenery of the gardens, giving rise to
artistic conceptions and yielding spiritual satisfaction.
Suzhou gardens also preserve and retain the handwriting of
famous artists throughout history, such as Sun Wu, Su
Shungin, Wang Xizhi, Wang Xianzhi, Su Dongpo, Sima
Guang, Wang Anshi and Wen Tianxiang, etc. These are

truly works of art, high in cultural value.

Suzhou classical gardens serve both as residence and
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garden - to be enjoyed, 10 be visited, or to be lived in. This
type of architecture is created in densely populated cities
in lack of natural scenery, where man, depending on nature
and seeking harmony with nature has combined these in
beautifying and perfecting his living environment. These
gardens also reflect south-east China's high level residential
life. Suzhou gardens have influenced the entire architectural
style of south-east China cities, and express the scientific

level and artistic achievement of urban construction.

The last 2000 years' history of building gardens in Suzhou
epitomizes all private gardens in China, and occupies an
important position in the development of gardens all over
the world. Suzhou classical gardens are as important as
gardens in the western world, and the main representative
of eastern gardens, as well as one of the sources of
worldwide garden design. The design of Suzhou classical
gardens incorporates natural science and social science, and
many other aspects. Suzhou classical gardens express their
value by their actual existence. The ones that still remain

are complete in design, well preserved, and represent

excellent study material for those engaged in research on
garden design, architecture, humanities, aesthetics,

philosophy, botany, irrigation, environmental studies and
folklore.

On a final note; the authors of this book are garden
designers. They have provided this book for designers and
researchers of traditional gardens in China and abroad; the
basic aim has been to write an interesting book and publish
a work of high quality. We believe that this publication not
only will give travelers valuable information, but will also
give new ideas, new information and new inspiration. For
this, I truly congratulate the editors, writers, photographers
and artists of this work, and hope more books about gardens
will be published.

Xu Wentao
December, 1998
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