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Useful Information

In general terms, suspense is defined as a feeling of anxiety or excitement that results from
being uncertain about an outcome or a decision. We can feel suspense during an exciting football
match or while a jury deliberates on the merits of different contestants in a competition. Suspense
usually involves apprehension or fear, especially if we are affected personally. For example, people
who have to undergo tests for cancer live in suspense until they receive the test results. During the
waiting period, they may think about all the terrible consequences of the disease.

In literature, suspense is a basic element of most stories. We continue reading a novel or a
short story in part because we want to know what is going to happen next. We are curious about
how events will unfold and what the fate of the hero or heroine will be. However, the level of
suspense varies considerably depending on the type of story. In other words, we do not always
experience the same degree of excitement, fear or anxiety. A novel in which the characters are
involved in a number of dangerous adventures is likely to contain more suspense than a fairy tale
or a love story. A story that leads up to a murder or some other type of crime usually generates
considerable suspense because we are waiting for an anticipated or relentlessly approaching event.
It is rather like being told that a bomb is going to explode at some point in the future.

Suspense is created by a combination of certainty (we know that something is going to take
place) and uncertainty (we don’t know how or when the event will take place). The more frightening
or the more horrible the anticipated event, the greater the suspense.

The psychological crime story was pioneered by Edgar Allan Poe in “The Tell-Tale Heart”
written in 1843. The story is full of emotion not only because it is told from the point of view of a
guilt-ridden murderer, but also because it evokes horrible and macabre (4~ N EH SR [HY) things
that disturb the reader. Although it is very short, “The Tell-Tale Heart” has suspense because we
know that a murder has been committed, but we are anxious to learn whether the police will discover
the crime. The answer is given in the last few lines of the story.

In almost all cases, the end of a story marks the end of the suspense. We learn, for example,
what happened to the robber in “Cleaning Up”. Novels or films that leave us in suspense are rare,
but they do exist. “The Lady or the Tiger?” is an excellent example of an unresolved short story.
Rather than tell us what happens, the author prefers to make us reflect on the feelings and motives
of the princess.

Usually suspense comes from the fact that the reader has no idea how a story is going to end.

It is still possible, however, to experience suspense even when the outcome is known from the

o
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outset. A recent example of this would be Titanic which was full of suspense despite the fact that
everyone who went to the film knew that the ship was going to sink.

In order to create suspense, a story must arouse our curiosity and make us ask questions like
“What will the hero do?” “Will he be killed?” or “Will he escape?” An author can intensify
suspense by making constant references to the time, which can seem to move very slowly or very
quickly. Psychological and emotional content also help build suspense. If we can identify with the
character’s stress and apprehension, the suspense will seem more real. There is no question that
suspense adds to the fun and excitement of reading.

Part One
PREPARATION

What Happened?

Sample 1

Three or four men were traveling in a hot air balloon when they found that there was something
wrong with it. They had to unload something from it to avoid a crash. They threw out almost
everything they took, including their clothes. However, the problem was still too serious, so they

had to draw straws to see who would have to jump off the balloon. The dead man got the short straw
(the matchstick).

Sample 2

A man who had been traveling got lost in the desert and couldn’t find his team. When night fell,
itbecame very cold. He began to burn what he had to keep himself warm, including his clothes. Soon
after the last piece of his clothing was gone, he was frozen to death with a matchstick between his
fingers.

P31 Who Ate the Cake?

Beatrice seldom ate much. It was impossible for her to want an extra slice of cake. Albert had
the boy living next door prove that he was not at home till five. The statements given by Beatrice
and Albert about their coming back later than others met no protestation from the other family
members. Father came back later than Debbie so he had no chance to steal a slice of cake.

Charles’ statement was in conflict with Debbie’s. One of them lied. Neither of their
statements is reliable in finding out who lied. But the following facts are against Charles. The cake
was on the kitchen table when Mother came back. But Charles said he saw no dessert there.
Besides, the dog unusually stayed close to Charles instead of going to the others to beg for food,



which suggested that Charles could spare more food than usual for the dog. So it must be Charles
who ate the cake.

B] What’s in the Letter?

Samples
— “I love you and 1 want to marry you.”
— “I love you and I want to see you tonight.”
— “How stupid you are! Don’t you know silence is golden?”
— “Why don’t we get married right away?”’

~—“Can you give me some more time so that I can think about it before making the decision?”
~— “I have to talk to my parents first. | think they’ll agree.”

Part Two
READING=CENTERED ACTIVITIES

‘In-(lass Reading

re-Reading

Sample

One day a beautiful princess went for a trip without the knowledge of anyone in the court. She
walked and walked and finally got lost in the forest. It was getting dark and she was getting very
much afraid. Suddenly she heard a roaring sound and there came out of the forest a ferocious beast
jumping at her. In fear and despair, she lost consciousness. When she came back to life, she found
herself lying in a small cabin, a handsome young man kneeling beside her, tending her wound.
Later she learned that she was attacked by the beast and the young man came to rescue her before
she was torn to pieces. The young man killed the beast and took her home. They fell in love with
each other and lived happily for some time. When she recovered, she took the young man back
home. She asked for her father’s permission to marry the young man. The father, a powerful king,
refused to accept the young man as his son-in-law and drove him out of the palace. The princess
was heartbroken. For several days she shut herself in her room and refused to see anybody or eat
anything. Finally the king had to agree to their marriage, but the young man was nowhere to be
found. Rumor had it that the young man shot himself after he was driven out of the palace. The
princess was so sad that she jumped into a river and drowned herself.

\v
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assage Reading

<) Words, Phrases and Grammatical Points

1. accuse (I. 3), charge (I. 37), convict

accuse somebody of something: say that
somebody has done something wrong or is
guilty of something
e.g. I) The government was accused of
incompetence.
II) They accuse the police of failing to
investigate the matter properly.
charge somebody with (doing) something:
accuse somebody formally of a crime so that
there can be a trial in a court of law
e.g. 1) Police have charged Mr. Bell with
murder. '
I1) He was arrested and charged with a
variety of offenses.
convict somebody of something: decide and
state officially in a court of law that somebody
is guilty of a crime
e.g. 1) He has twice been convicted of robbery.
II) There was insufficient evidence to

convict him.

2. custom (/. 47), habit, tradition

“Custom” is “the accepted way of behaving
or of doing things in a society or a

community”, “habit” is “a thing one does

RAREIEL L F L

1

often and almost without thinking”, and

“tradition” is “a belief, custom or way of

doing something that has existed for a long

time among a particular group of people”.

e.g. 1) [Itis the custom in that country for

women to marry young.

1) 1used to swim twice a week, but |
seem to have got out of the habit
recently.

I1I) The school has a well-established
tradition of teaching and research in
these areas.

3. glance (I. 57), glimpse

“Glance” means “look at someone or something

quickly” and “glimpse” means “see by

chance, just for a moment”. The two words

can both be used as noun and as verb.

eg. 1)
I1) He glanced around to make sure

She took a quick glance at her watch.

nobody was watching.

1II) He’d glimpsed her through the win-
dow as he passed.

IV) Some of the fans had waited 24 hours
outside the Hyde Park Hotel to catch

a glimpse of their heroine.
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ost-Reading

@ Reading Comprehension

1. Understanding Emotions

@ STEP ONE
The King The King’s Daughter The Young Man

anger v

anguish v

despair Vv v/
fear v
happiness v v
jealousy v/

love v v v
pleasure v

trust v

-




Unit 1~

«) STEP TWO

Sample

Of the emotions checked above, I think jealousy and love would be the most important in
determining the outcome of the story. The princess was the very person who had the young man’s
life in her hand. She loved the young man so much and she had made a great effort to find out the
secret of the two doors. It would be really heartbreaking to see her lover torn by the ferocious tiger.
But meanwhile, she was burning with jealousy at the thought of her lover’s going to marry the
beautiful lady she hated. And somehow she had the feeling that her lover might also be fond of that
lady, and this was something she could not bear. So in this scnsc she might think it’d be better to

let him die. She couldn’t marry that young man anyway, and she wouldn’t let anyone else marry
the one she loved.

2. Understanding Specific Information
HNC 2)A 3))D 94D 5HC 6)A 7HC 8B 9A 10D i11HC 12)C

3. Predicting the Outcome of the Story
Sample 1

I think the lady would come out of the opened door. Although the princess was jealous of the
young lady and thought of her lover’s marrying the young lady as unbearable, she found it even
harder to see her lover attacked and tortured by the tiger in public. Besides, being the daughter of
the king, she had the power to do anything, just as she had found out the secret about the two doors.
She could, some day, manage to marry the the one she loved.

Sample 2

I think the iady would come out of the opened door. Although the princess hated the young
lady, she was, after all, a human being and had the compassion that is common to all human
beings. To see someone torn by a tiger and dying on the spot was something terrible for a young
lady like her, not to mention the fact that the one who would be killed was her lover. Besides, the
princess should be kind, as are most princesses in the stories I have read.

Sample 3

I think the tiger would come out of the opened door. From the story we can see that the
princess burned with jealousy and anguish at the thought of her lover’s going to marry the beautiful
young lady. She wouldn’t share the love of the young man with anyone else. Of the two choices,
watching her lover killed by a tiger and watching the young couple getting married and showered
with flowers, the latter was far more unbearable to her, a willful and jealous lady. So she thought

letting him die would be a better way out.
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& Vocabulary

1.

1) semi-circle (half) 2) semi-detached (partly, not completely)
3) semi-finals (next t0)

4) semi-annual (happening, appearing, etc. twice in a stated period)

5) semi-retired (partly, not completely) 6) semi-automatic (partly, not completely)
7) semi-professional (partly, not completely) 8) semi-conscious (partly, not completely)
9) Semi-tropical (next to) 10) semi-literate (partly, not completely)
. 1) A. convict B. accused C. charged D. convicted
2) A. hopeful B. willful C. willful D. wishful
3) A. tradition B. habit C. custom/tradition  D. custom
4) A. appreciation B. affection C. appreciation D. admiration
5) A. glance B. glimpse C. glare D. glance
6) A. reward B. awarded C. rewarded D. prizes
. 1) on and off (from time to time) / now and then (sometimes but not very often)

2) now and then (sometimes but not very often)
3) here and there (in different places)

4) ups and downs (good and bad periods following one another in turn)

5) far and near (everywhere) 6) now and then (sometimes but not very often)
7) up and down (moving upwards and downwards)
8) day and night (all the time) 9) day and night (all the time)

10) on and off (from time to time)
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