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Abstract

Following the theory of folkways and applying the de-mystif-
ying reading method, this dissertation makes a tentative survey of
the daily folk ethical ideology implicated in the text of the Geng-
chun story.

It respectively describes and reductively studies the moral
problems and the moral phenomenon that are reflected in the text
from such aspects as séciety, family, and religion so as to
present a mutual interpretative system of ideology.

The author, through painstaking research, discovers that the
folk ethical ideology has a preeminent feature of paradox within
it. The tendency that contradicts with ethical expectations of
“Xiao” (filiality), “Yi” (justice) and “Fu” (‘happiness)
equally exists in the mentality of the folks. The conflict between
the folks’ expectation and their mentality is intense. Put it more
concretely, there exists in the folks’ social ethical ideology a con-
flict between “Yi” and “Non-Yi” (justice and non-justice) ,
in the family ethics that between “Xiao” and “non-xiao” ( filial

and non-filial) , and in the religious ethics that between “Doing
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good” and “Seeking happiness”. These conflicts are caused by
the elite hierarchy of the traditional social structure as well as by
the secularization of the Confucian ideas after their penetration
into the daily life of the folks.

Sharing both general and particu.lar features with the ortho-
dox Confucianism, Folk ethics is characterized by direct utilitari-
anism which can not lead to real utilitarianism ( ethical universal-
ism) , and instead, to ethical egoism exclusively.

As a fundamental ethical morality, folk ethics is by no
means beyond the limits of daily life. It does not make out of it-
self a heresy to the orthodoxy, and therefore not an ultimate un-

dermining force for the social order.
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