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Lesson One

The Pleasure of Learning

I . NOTES TO THE TEXT

1. As most schools are set up today, learning is compulsory. It is an
Ought, even worse, a Must, enforced by regular hours and rigid
discipline. FEEAZ FRME L, I FER A LA L HHT,
FIR—FPRR AL, Fik—2B, 252 B E 5 i [ 748 7Y
e £ P ATEAZIE 5 G2
1) set up: establish X B IR EZFERKMZTH K
2) compulsory: required, demanded

compulsory courses HMEIREE
elective courses YEBIRTE

3) Ought and Must: are used as nouns here. Many other words may
be used in the same way in some special cases.

e.g. You are trying the impossible. (adj.—n.) WREFEHR
IR E

4) enforce: compel, impose L, Jl5&

5) Paraphrase: With the establishment of most schools today,

learning is an obligation. Students have no other choice but go to
school and are confined to school curriculum and the subjects as-
signed to them.
This opening statement by Highet is drawing attention to his
concern that most schools today seem designed to discourage
rather than encourage learning. He stresses education is compul-
sory (a Must) for most children at least by a certain age( usually
5 or 6) until grade 12 (age 17 or 18). Most school curriculums
also are designed to.outline what students at such grade should
learn( the Ought) .

2. And the young sneer at the Oughts and resist the Musts with all
their energy. I 5 AHBIE XM T, H HBER £ HiEIXF
DB,

1) sneer at: to behave as if something is not worthy of serious no-

tice



e.g. Don’t sneer at their religion. NEBEMATHFH,
She constantly sneers at his effort to improve himself. &
BRAMEMEHETE S,
2) Paraphrase: This sentence shows the negative reaction of the
students towards learning.
. For too many of us, learning appears to be a surrender of our own
will to external direction, a sort of enslavement. X FRITEE A
i, FIAMFRIURMOBRZENT IR IEE, BEZR
A%,
1) appear: TEiXBi Bt H1E# X3 AT R B IR Fh 2 )_:JF}T‘?%B‘J;F
BREE.
2) surrender: give up, submit M, IR
3) Paraphrase: It seems that students are forced to learn against
their own will, to allow the orders to get control of themselves.
Learning , in this sense, is a miserable experience to them and
they become the sufferer and the slave of learning.
. Learning is a natural pleasure, inborn and instinctive, ... 223 &
—Fh BRMIRR, B 5AEBSET HR_AsER, -
1) inborn: innate, inherited 54 {23KAY
2) instinctive: resulting from instinct Z<BEH
3) Paraphrase: Here it is the author’s opinion that children are born
with a natural curiosity about the outside world, which makes
their learning a natural pleasure.
. Watch a small child, at an age too young to have had any mental
habits implanted by training. K18 —& JLE, X F BB /DB
18, 3k B P A A7 AR AR T &3 ISR TE B A8 3
1) mental habits: refers to the acquired and learned habits to form
opinion or idea about something, which are different from the
natural curiosity of small children
2) implant; to fix deeply , usually, into the body or mind
e.g. A good teacher implanted high ideals in children. ¥F#33
B I 0 B A
. Some delightful films made by the late Dr. Arnold Gesell of Yale
University show little creatures who can barely talk investigating
problems with all the zeal and excitement of explorers, making dis-
coveries with the passion and absorption of dedicated scientists. bi

R RIS RO ER B K 22 P B8 - IR W - R WA — e A &k



B R PR T — /M MER—REMTIEASWE, HE M

AR F AW I, B REHBABEERRZ S, 2

AHREBEMOREZNTHBIE L CBE LI RFH R,

1) delightful film: interesting film

2) little creature: though it appears in singular form and without the
definite article “the”, it refers to “creatures”, not just one

3) the late: someone who died recently

4) zéal: enthusiasm, earnestness

5) passion and absorption: keen observation and concentration

6) Paraphrase: Here in the film, the little creature, though too
young to be able to talk, they acted as explorers and scientists.
While investigating problems, they were as enthusiastic and ex-
cited those explorers, and while making discoveries, they were as
observant and concentrated as those scientists.

. The instinct which prompted his outburst, and the joy of its gratifi-

cation, are possessed by all children. Z<RERIE M BT .Loh3f

ik, mXFhA MR A JLESAEN,

1) prompt: to inspire, to spur
e.g. Conscience prompts us to do right. ELOIRERNIBUEFE,

Curiosity prompts him to ask questxons 3 ¥ 0 SR A 1)
fa] &,

2). outburst: a sudden powerful expression of feeling or activity

3) gratification: pleasure and satisfaction

4) Paraphrase: Archimedes was just like a child when he discovered
the principle of water displacement while having a bath. As the
story goes, his joy and delight were so spontaneous that he ran
down the street shouting, “ Eureka, Eureka!” — and, like a
child, forgot to put his clothes on! Highet is saying that this
spontaneous joy of discovery is possessed by all children — but is
unfortunately inhibited by most school systems, where learning
becomes a drudgery.

. It is because they were made dull, by bad teaching, by isolation, by

surrender to routine, sometimes , too, by the pressure of hard

work and poverty, or by the toxin of riches, with all their

ephemeral and trivial delights. X2 H THIZAARNBHFHE

e, ZB) IR B E TAERBRE W, RGBT 20 THEM

HHEMEN, RRZT KT RO B AN B, T 04 %8

3



10.

4

HTEZ K,

1) bad teaching: ineffective or poor teaching, which can not arouse
students’ interest

2) isolation: Teaching and learning activities are supposed to happen
within a group of people. When separated from others, people
may find learning boring, tedious.

3) surrender to routine: giving up to the routine, or always doing
the same things without any change

4) the pressure of hard work: Too much pressure from the work es-

pecially, the kind of work that is beyond one’s abilities may dull

one’s interest in it. Learning , in this sense, is not something
pleasant or enjoyable to do but suffering.

poverty: refers to the state of being poor or studying environ-

ment, or even being hungry at a time

the toxin of riches, with all their ephemeral and trivial delight:

People may be spoiled by the joy brought by the money and con-

sequently lose their interest or their curiosity in learning, one of

the most important things in their life.

7) Paraphrase: Here, by asking question and then providing the
answer, Highet reveals his insight into the factors that made peo-
ple dull and incurious. He believes that these factors could dull
people’s brains, diminish their curiosity and destray their natural
interest in learning. His point is that viewing learning as dull and
boring is a very unnatural response that is produced by poor
teaching. A poor attitude to learning is not a natural response but
one that is induced by a negative environment — either poverty
or riches. Furthermore, riches should bear more responsibility in
making people’s brains dull, killing their intellectual curiosity,
and spoiling their natural interest in learning.

5

~

6

~—

. These are not lumps of lifeless paper, but minds alive in the

shelves. X6 RR—IRIBEA & ATKIALK, T RE KA HLREH
FRANA, |
1) mind: n. refers to people considered for his /her ability to think

well

2) Paraphrase: Metaphor is used here. Highet compares books to a
group of people full of ideas and thoughts.

From each of them goes out its own voice, as inaudible as the



11.

12.

13.

streams of sound conveyed by electric waves beyond the range of

our hearing, and just as the touch of a button on our stereo will

fill the room with music, so by opening one of these volumes, one
can call into range a voice far distant in time and space and hear it
speaking, mind to mind , heart to heart. HE FEMPEAH KA

SHEE, RB B XNEE, RITLERE, XEFHEH

TRIIQYT R, BEITH 8 B B, F 5 B v 7 51 B | B,

H, SRITIF— R BEE, HRIFR YT B8 5% # B 25 15 - 101515,

RUTE YRR, 7 BRH, REBRO.

1) goes out its own voice: the author is trying to give a sense that
the book can talk itself

2) as the streams of sound conveyed by electric waves beyond
the range of our hearing: When it is shut, the book is silent.
They are as soundless as the streams of sound transmitted by
electric waves that are out of our hearing limit.

3) stereo: stands for record player

4) call into range a voice far distant in time and space and hear it
speaking: Making a voice come within the hearing distance. It
sounds like a voice from the outer-space, clear but remote.

5) Paraphrase: Here it is obvious that Highet believes books pre-
sented in the library are just like the best minds full of ideas and
thoughts and it is worthwhile for the readers to explore, to dis-
cover or even discuss with them. And such kind of communica-
tion is highly spiritual rather than physical.

He knew his state as thoroughly as a surgeon knows the human

body. flifR—HLSME}E A B ARG —REBRAEI M ,

Paraphrase: The cowboy knew his state very well. Simile is used

here, “as...as”.

Not a mountain, not a canyon which had not much to tell him,

not a change. . . he could not interpret. S—EIL, H— kA, &

ERIBERRTHRRE, B RO KSR EMHENZ $,

1) Not. . .had not: “Not. .. could not” . Double negation is used
here to emphasize the cowboy’s knowledge of his state.

2) Paraphrase: Every mountain and every canyon meant a great deal
to him and he could also predict every change in the weather.

. . . travel with an open mind, an alert eye... ----- T REREN

W, HHR1E B AR - :



14.

1§.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
6

1) an open mind: mind that is open to anything new, indicating
one should be ready to learn, to absorb

2) An alert eye: An keen eye, meaning one should be keen tc see,
to ohserve. Here “eye” does not refer to the concrete organ of
sight but to something abstract. It means man’s power to see,
or eyesight.

. .. rather than looking in them for a mirror image of oneself.

------ MANL R REE R B S HRZAL,

Paraphrase: Instead of expecting them to be the exactly same as

yourself, you should try to find and understand something new and

different in other people and other place.

Every new art you learn appears like a new window on the uni-

verse; it is like acquiring a new sense. /RETZE BRI G —FEH A £

B8, MINFH P ROTHF & ; MRS — M F AL,

1) like a new window on the universe: the new art or the new skill
may provide you a new prospect to look at the world, to observe
the world

2) acquiring a new sense: obtain an ability which may enable you
to appreciate what has been beyond your understanding before

... but he gradually learned to square off the paper and the
board, ... --*-* 1B 4t 7 T b 2 & TR AR SRR 4R 38 B IE
1) square off: to make something square

2) board: think stiff paper, sometimes cloth-covered, used for book

covers
.. .eventually, he started a private press... ----- B, A T A

press: refers to a place where things are printed

One is the pleasure of apprehending the unexpected, . .. —Fff2 T ##
FE DI R, -

Paraphrase: Being able to understand something new may give you a
lot of pleasure.

. . . one meets a new auther who has a new vision of the world.

------ — M ANBB— LR FEFH B ENFSTHER,
Paraphrase: ... a new understanding or new interpretation of the
wortld that is different from yours.

— underground railway, say, which carried esscaping slaves north-



ward to freedom. ——E&ﬁﬁ‘Fﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂB@ﬁ_Eﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁ

- dEER,

21.

22.

23.
24.

25.

" say: It is rather colloquial , meaning: for example”, or “it is sa1d It

is an example of Americanism.

One would then be impelled to visit the chief way stations along the

route, reconstructing the lives of those resolute organizers and thank-

ful fugitives. TR MhB IR 6 LW B 28 FE BB/ us, iﬂ!ﬂl"*

BEREBERMAAEMBRIIBRBOBCENESR,

1) to be impelled: to be urged; to be:driven

2) way station: (AmE) a station between two stops on a route

3) resolute organizers: organizers who were determined to risked their
lives to help the escaping slaves’

4) reconstruct: build up a complete description or picture
e.g. The detective reconstructed a crime from known facts. #F{V

PN MBFLHEEER LI,

5) Paraphrase: The reader may be eager to read about the way stations
along the way the slaves were led to freedom and formed a detailed
picture in their minds of everything the fearless organizers had done
to hélp the grateful slaves to escape.

Tradition says that. .. f&1%------

tradition: here refers to the legend

astronomical refraction: KAk 8

Learning extends our lives(as Ptolemy said) into new dimensions. It is

cumulative. FISBHRATKF(WMITHEHNR), BEFTERH

B, BIRBREMAMNIR,

1) new dimension: new scope, new depth

2) cumulative: increasing steadily in amount

3) Paraphrase: True learning enriches life and it makes us live longer.
As we get older, it is quite fiatiral that we may lose our health and
strength, but leaming continues to grow throughout life.

Provided that you aim, throughout your life, as you continue

learning, to integrate your theught, to make it harmonious. R 2

—EHEERE, FARSEEINRERENBE, FET5

PR BRI E R,

Paraphrase: To develop a habit to organize the fragmentary and

departmentalized knowledge, to work out the contradiction, thus

find a balanced point where the similarities of the things belonging

7



26.

27.

28.

‘

to two totally different eategories meei. Only in.this way .can you
obtain the pleasure or the happiness (a word used by the author at
the end of this article)as your knowledge increases and deepens.
They unite in you; they are not in conflict. 0 EN]JP G — ﬁ;
1A REARHEAT : :
Paraphrase: They are not as irrelevant as being consxdered You
may find harmonious corninection between them.

Both choral singing and engineering are examples of the archltec-
tonic ability of man: of his power to make .a large plan and to
convey it clearly to others. 7E-& MBI\ EIBK M TRE¥WH MR
HAXRERARITHRES . RPAAFRIT KB TR
GBI BB R AW ARBES,

Paraphrase: Both singing and engineering involve one’s ability to
organize and design, that is.to say, both involve how to make a
large plan and how to make the architecture and the singing appeal-
ing to people.

Both share the common characteristics of beauty and symmetry.
Here the two sentences starting with “both” indicate the balanced
point in which lies the similarities of the two different things.
Much unhappiness has been suffered by those people who have
never recognized that it is as necessary to make themselves into
whole and harmonious personalities as to keep themselves clean,

healthy and financially solvent. HF£b 2% 3] %550 AW By ATTMA

- RBARNGE TR RIS S5 IR AR S L

29.

30.

8

RFISEEREN,
Paraphrase: Here the author compares the necessity of forming a
habit to achieve whole and harmonious personality to that of keep-

‘ing oneself clean, healthy and having enough money to live on.

Wholeness of mind and spirit is. . . by Ged. RAAFIE A28 I
ARKERKLEFGTH,

Paraphrase: Highet says that the quality of integrating thought
and reaching harmony or the pursuit of both mental and spiritual;
health and harmony, takes some effort — it does not happen natu-
rally or by some kind of divine fiat from God. Highet goes on to say
that this pursuit of wholeness ( spiritual, mental and physical
health) requires continuous, self-conscious and deliberate. effort.
During our earthly life, the bedy gradually dies. 7£< {th[A] &4



Ho, AR FHIET,
early life: our life time ‘

31. It is laziness, sloth, routine, stupndnty — forcing thelr way in like
wind through the shutters, seeping into the cellar like swamp wa-
ter. (BATEX M T ERMARER, )T REIE. A2 EAH
5. BB — XU RT X FRATEILAA, R 09 8L 40 R
BITHEABHE—H, RBEEHEAKBABE .
Paraphrase: The major obstacle that gets in our way of active
learning is laziness, sloth; routine, stupidity, since they come to us
in such an unnoticeable but forceful way that they dull and destroy
our interest in exploring the world around us, not to mention the
joy and pleasure attained from it.

32. porch swing;: lj)ﬁﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬁgﬂ$ﬁ YN IEZ SRR

33. ...and most rewardingly by. .

Paraphrase, ... you may get an immense joy and pleasure by
achievement in learning. . .

I . KEY TO THE WORK ON THE TEXT

3. Vecabulary
1) Proofreading:
a) appretiate — appreciate
b) intergrate — integrate
¢) Its = It’s; routin = routine
d) Goverment ~> Government; resolusion —> resolution
e) aesthatic — aesthetic; :
f) aquire = acquire
g) maintainance —> maintenance
h) promt — prompt
i) compulsary = compulsory; cause — course; tidious —> tedious
i) Forebidden - Forbidden; cemetery -> symmetry
k) inetially = initially; tention — tension; emmigrants —> immi-

grants
2) Give corresponding nouns of the following:
enforcement resistance - surrender
enslavement - investigation observation
displacement leap gratification
possession isolation survival



4

5

ride appreciation " content/ containment

apprehension integration . conveyance -
conflict « = - . _attainment . ' -abandonment .
collection ‘ i @xtension . - ‘guide/guidance
confinement dedication absorpndn
3) Put in the right form or derivative of the word in the bracket:

a) harmoniously b) harmony; tolerant
¢) disharmony : d) intolerable; promptly
e) astronomical f) tolerate
g) appreciative h) appreciation
i) apprehension j) apprehensivé
k) resistance 1) irresistible
m) heat-resisting n) reward
o) rewarding p) reward
q) observation r) instinctively; curiosity
s) unacceptable t) observant; instincts

) Replace the italicized word with another word or phrase without
changing the basic meaning of the sentence:
a) inborn — natural/inherent/ inherited
b) essential — basic/ vital
¢) tiny — little/small; barely — hardly/scarcely
d) dedicated — devoted; zeal — passion/eagerness/ enthusiasm
e) pure — sheer; abandoned — given up
f) attaining — acquiring/ achieving; preserving — keeping/ retaining
g) glumly — gloomily/ moodity
h) chief — main; confronting — facing; sloth — laziness;

routine — monotony; stupidity — foolishness
i) diminished — decreased; contest — competition; provided — so
long as

i) Initially — At first/ At the beginning/Firstly; confined — limited
k) vision — view
1) conferred — gave/granted
m) dimensions — aspects
n) contradictory — in conflict

) Fill in the blanks with words that fit in the context:
a) compulsory/ required ‘b) irregular
c) flexible d) internally

10



e) bright/smart; diligent; curious f) important/serious

g) drunk h) inaudible

i) disintegrated/ divided j) ignorant/ill-informed
k) decreased 1) inability

m) earnest n) manual

6) Translate the following:

7)

8)

fRR IR, Rk B, BEXT TR BY, a@%kﬂﬁ B,

BAE, LHEHRBIME, PR, WERG), WELER, LRI(FEA

MU S, ATR¥E, FHLS5ERAEE, BRBIF, 8

BIGR, BFESS, NEER, SEER, BREY, XE, KK

R, RIS IR, BRI F4H, REFRES

Translate the following:

RRET, KRB, RBERS1TV, ZEE R R, FRFE

ARBHT—NEE, BRET — B8, FRADEE, FRI

0, BB, R, ZRARCEER, hitkE, REN

A, NS EE R B S R, ZRE—BEH

Translate:

a) The first task of the government is to maintain law and order.

b) This museum is maintained with a public fund.

c) All other speakers still insisted that the Boxers’ Rebellion was an
anti-imperialist revolutionary movement. However, he main-
tained that it was essentially similar to the Red Guard movement
in the 60’s. )

d) That book contains lots of garbage, but the last chapter is worth
reading.

e) The waste water of that factory contains some useful things such
as gold and silver.

f) The equipment will be shipped there in a container.

g You have to contain your anger. Losing temper will get you
nowhere but make things worse.

h) These words are meaningless. They do not really convey any-
thing to me.

i) It was hard to convey my feeling at the moment. I felt that I
could die for her.

i) When you see him, please convey my heartfelt gratitude to him.

k) P’m sure our country will develop into a great economic power in
the 21 century, as long as we keep our population growth under

11



9)

control.

1) All great theories are defended firmly by their believers. But the
best way to defend a theory is perhaps to develop it and make it
practical in reality.

m) In the past few years we have developed a new teaching method.

n) One effective way to raise fund is perhaps to develop our land re-
sources.

0) Three years later, he began to develop AIDS symptoms. At first
he thought that it was just a bad cold. _

p) This political crisis might develop into a civil war.

q) Everything is in order. When shall we start?

r) The communication system is out of order. We have lost contact.

s) Sometimes you have to forget the past in order to remember the
present and the future.

t) They decided to make the new railway go through that poor area
in order that the local economy could be developed more quickly.

Choose the right word(s) :

a) avoid b) reserved ¢) conserve
d) preserved e) rely/depend f) depends on
g) comprehension h) apprehensive i) special

j) extend k) expand 1) acquire

m) hideous n) tedious o) limited

p) confined

10) Translate. Pay attention to how the same word can mean different

things in different contexts:

a) ML MM E HH L REX EAED,

b) MEMGFRIRKBAT ARNHER.

c) M BRI KE W HEWEANILE,

d) REAMTELRIEAHET LHORREIFRSELHER.

e) XMEEARLEREMB .

) MR PR EHA, MRNERAR I FFBIZARFIER.

g) BIA Z A Wit & — R BB AY 1L Bk

h) W #RAE B AT H L

i) BIFHEEF, BARAEEERE,

P MR AERRBAE R, WRBESEXHET EHE, BRIBN
ZNEN:P-27N: 08

k) FAVRATA BHET AR E AT, IREIZRARFEHE

12



