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Queens!

In the early 1900s, Australians
built a “rabbit-proof” fence in
an attempt to control the
rabbit population. The fences
failed to stop the rabbits

from moving east.

illustrated by Katrina Damkoehler




one of the
single unifo
Uluru-Kata Tjuta
is owned and run
than 900 feet tall
is made of sandston
the rock is hidden ur

million years old | ( .
seabed in central Austraha. The name

given to the rock by an explorer in 1873 in(honor

of Henry Ayers, then-governor of South Australia.
But Ayers Rock has a much older name and deeper
significance to Australia’s Aborigines. To the native
Anangu people, Ayers Rock is called Uluru and is
sacred.
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Uluru is believed to be a sacred home for Anangu
ancestral spirits. One Anangu ancestor, Kuniya, the
Woman Python, lives at Uluru and

fights the Liri, or

poisonous snakes.

Dozens of
ancestral spirits
are believed to
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live at Uluru; each has its own culturally rich story
that has been passed down from one Anangu
generation to another through ceremonies and chants.
There was no written history of Tjukurpa until
recently.

Modern Anangu consider themselves custodians
of Uluru just as their predecessors did. The joint
management of Uluru, between the Anangu people
and park rangers employed by the Australian
government, is based on Tjukurpa. They work
together to protect it. With this personal spiritual
history of Uluru in mind, the Anangu ask anyone
visiting to please not climb the monolith.

There are many hiking paths around the base of
Uluru, and each offers spectacular views. The rock is
world-renowned for its changing colors as the light
hits it at various times during the day. Sunrise and
sunset are magical times, as the rock changes color
from blue to violet to pink to red to yellow.

Many hiking paths pass caves with native rock
art. The rock art tells picture stories of many of the
ancestors who reside at Uluru. The paintings are
revitalized frequently with new paint and date back
thousands of years.
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British Empire: group of territories con-
trolled by Great Britain. Its power peaked
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
when it consisted of territories on every
continent that made up about a fourth of
the world’s population and area.
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James Cook: English explorer and navi-
gator who claimed Australia for Great
Britain and explored several Pacific
islands.
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Eucalyptus: tall trees, known for their
aromatic leaves, native to Australia, New
Zealand, Tasmania, and nearby islands.
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however, Aborigines along the north coast traded

with seafarers from Indonesia, a people known as
Macassans. They also visited Macassar. The prod-
uct of the trade was beche de mer (sea cucumber)
and it was sold to China. Though today’s Australia
is deeply involved in global politics and trade, the
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50,000 B.C. The earliest Aboriginal people arrive
and settle throughout Australia.

27T 50 000 A A5 A 35 A B 3K M
YRRl FFTE ML RE &

A.D. 1606 A Dutch captain, Willem Jansz, first
explores Australia’s coastal areas.
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1770 British captain James Cook claims Australia
for Britain.
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1788 Fﬁst settlement in Sydney Cove on J anuary
26, Australia Day (also known as Survival Day by
Aborigines).
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1797 Merino sheep are brought into Australia.
1797 S [R5 PUHE AT 1) R A 40 -5 | R 3
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1837 Adelaide is founded as the capital of south-
ern Australia.

1837 & PIEEEMETE, BN E KA
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1850 Gold is discovered and a huge Gold Rush that
lasts ten years begins. The population prospers and
increases to over a million. The native Aboriginal
people are suppressed by the influx of white settlers.
1850 4F WAFLFIZAEHT . —REKH
VR TFIR, FREERARE TEZ A, WKA
WA CRBEZE 100 277, WAHT+F AZE
AW 24 i 3 A RE HEUE.

1901 The official unified Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia is founded.
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nhabi

tralia lies south of Asia, between

oceans. Though nearly the size of the United States in
area, its population of about 20 million is roughly equal
to the State of New York’s. Large areas of the interior,
known as the “Outback,” remain almost uninhabited.
Though many outsiders think of the Outback first when
picturing Australia, most Australians live in Melbourne,
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1914 Thousands of troops from Australia fight in
World War I and many lives are lost. ‘
19145 T EARBARA T LRSI T —K
MR, AT EIFS AREEAEROS L.

1931 The Labor government is defeated in elections
because of the fallout from The Great Depression.

19314 i FERAKFIEL T T K& (1929 —
1933) MLEAT &7, ToeBUNTER2E B RN,

1948-1950 Over two million people emigrate to
Australia from Great Britain. '
1948—1950 4 #3200 7 E AR R A
FIE.,

1967 Aborigines receive the right to vote and are no

longer considered “wards of the state”.

1967 £ WAFIW 13 NIRIBEXAL, ANEHE
£ “BRMZHEFAN,

1986 Under the Australian Act, Australia becomes

independent of the British parliament.

1986 £ (WAFIIERY BFKER T HE LS AEHR

KA E B TAA], BORF T 46t 5 2

1993 The Native Title Act acknowledges that
Aboriginal sovereignty was not terminated with
the planting of the British flag on Australian soil.
1993 & WMAFWEL T (LFAFE
R, RN FE N EBR S B HFE R AT
1908 wbz M 1 o 5 5 ) AT S o8

2000 The Olympics come to Sydney, Australia.
2000 £ BAKPCTEIZ Bh 2 AE A H L H g
Wi BRI,

2004 Aborigines continue to fight for a treaty
with non-Aboriginal Australians and compensa-
tion for the loss of land and livelihood.
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Sydney, Canberra (the capital), and other modern cit-
ies along the east coast. And it is in the cities that the
recent changes in Australian society are most evident.
Take a walk down any street in Sydney, for example,
and you will find people of many different religions
and'national and cultural backgrounds. There are Greek
Australians, Chinese Australians, Vietnamese
Australians, and Indian Australians. Australia has al-
ways been a nation of immigrants, but until recently
almost all of them came from Europe, particularly from
Great Britain. Once part of the British Empire, Austra-
lia now belongs to a group of former British colonies
known as the Commonwealth. Though the British
monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, remains the head of state
for ceremonial purposes, Australia is today an indepen-
dent nation that takes pride in its unique history,
geography, wildlife, and culture. Its unique system of

government, for example, mixes the American system
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